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INDY WORKS 
 

Have you downloaded your 
Indy Works app yet? 
 

This is a free app that you 
can download on your  
iPhone or android device 
which puts you in touch 
with our virtual city hall! 
 

Report a concern, pay your 
bill or visit various websites 
of local interest.  
 

If you do not have a smart 
device, you can make a 
request by visiting the 
city’s website, and clicking 
the Indy Works tab under 
Quick Links. 

The Polk County Master Gardeners will hold their 
annual Plant Sale Friday and Saturday, May 6 & 7. 
The sale, from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM both days will 
be held at the Fairgrounds in Rickreall.  

Last year’s over 3,000 customers said we needed 
more plants. So, the master gardeners are grow-
ing more that 4,000 tomatoes of 69 different vari-
eties, 3,000 peppers of 24 varieties and hundreds 
of squash, cucumbers and other vegetables.  

The sale will offer a huge display of annual and 
perennial flowers, herbs, and house plants. And 
the shrubs, trees and small fruits offering will 
increase by at least a third.  

The ever popular Country Store will again be 
stocked with the beautiful, different and useful 
items you need to spruce up your garden and 
home. And the Odd and Unusual plant area will 
have peppers so hot that we will have fire control 
on standby. 

Come join us for your spring gardening needs. 

For more information, contact Polk County Exten-
sion at 503-623-8395. 

Heritage Museum Speaker 

The Untold Story: Chinese American  
History in Oregon 

 
The Independence Heritage Museum is delighted 
to host Helen Ying on Monday, April 11 at 7 pm in 
the Independence Event Center (555 S. Main St. 
Independence; use the riverside entrance.) 
 
Ying’s talk on April 11 will take audiences down 
the historical lane of the Pendleton Chinese com-
munity, including the history of the underground 
city, where people retreated to escape discrimina-
tion. Rediscovered after being unnoticed for many 
years, the story includes legal and illegal busi-
nesses that operated for over 100 years. 
 
For more information on this event visit the Herit-
age Museum website at www.orheritage.org. This 
event is part of the Oregon Historical Society's 
2016 Chinese Oregon Speaker Series, 
www.ohs.org. 

Independence Photo Contest 
Is there a historic house or commercial building in 
Independence that matters to you? If so, grab 
your camera and snap a picture of it. The Inde-
pendence Historic Preservation Commission is 
seeking submissions for a Historic Photo Contest. 
 

The Commission welcomes entries from amateur 
and professional photographers in two categories: 
best historic house and best historic commercial 
building. Contestants may submit one photo per 
category. 
 

Submission deadline is April 22nd. Email your 
entries to johnson.karin@ci.independence.or.us, 
mail them to Karin Johnson, City Recorder, PO 
Box 7, Independence, OR 97351 or deliver them 
in person to the Independence Civic Center. 
 

The Commission and community members will 
select winners and award prizes of tickets to the 
Independence Cinema. All submissions will be 
exhibited during Historic Preservation Month in th 
May at the Civic Center.  
 

For more information, call Karin Johnson at 
503.838.1212 or go to the city website: 
www.ci.independence.or.us/historic. 

23rd Annual Native American Pow-Wow 

A reminder that the 23rd Annual Native 
American Pow-Wow will be held Saturday, 
April 16, 2016 . The event will be held in 
the Pacific Room, Werner University 
Center. Be sure to check out last month’s 
River City Briefs for details on the event. 

If you have any questions, please contact 
the MSU office at (503)838-8403 or 
msu@wou.edu  

Kindergarten Registration Fair 
Central School District’s Kindergarten Registration 
Fair will be held on Saturday, April 30th, at the 
Henry Hill Educational Services Center (750 S. 5th 
St., Independence) from 10:00 am—1:00 pm.  
 

Students and families will be able to register for 
Kindergarten, eat lunch, meet the Kindergarten 
teachers and receive a t-shirt from their new 
school! Representatives from other community 
organizations will be available to answer ques-
tions and provide information about what they 
offer.  
 

All children turning 5 years old by September 1, 
2016 are encouraged to sign up. Parents should 
bring in the child’s birth certificate and immuniza-
tion record, if possible. 

26th Annual Plant Sale 

River’s Edge Summer Series 
 

The line-up for the 2016  Friday Music series has 
been posted on the River’s Edge website—be sure 
to check it out! Most performances start at 7:30 
pm, but be sure to note a special start time of 

8:30 pm for a few of the artists.   
http://independenceamphitheatre.com 

http://www.orheritage.org�
http://www.ohs.org�
mailto:msu@wou.edu�


Public Meeting Schedule Date(s) Time Place 
City Council                                                                                  Apr 12                    

Apr 26 

7:30 PM      
8:30 AM 

Civic Center—Chambers               
Central High School—Theater        

Planning Commission Apr 18  7:00 PM Civic Center—Chambers 

Historic Preservation Commission Apr 19 4:00 PM Civic Center—Chambers 

Hop & Heritage Festival Commission Apr 28 6:00 PM Civic Center—Event Center 

Museum Board Apr 13 4:30 PM Heritage Museum 

Library Board Apr 25 4:00 PM Independence Library 

Parks & Rec Committee Apr 21 6:00 PM Civic Center—Ash Creek Room 

Traffic Safety Commission Apr 20 6:00 PM Civic Center—Ash Creek Room 

Western Days Commission Apr 13 7:00 PM Civic Center—Event Center 

Want to Recycle? 
Brandt's Sanitary Service offers 2 ways 
to recycle:  
1. at their 24-hour recycling center,  lo-
cated at 158 Pacific Avenue South; or  
2. curbside recycling. For more infor-
mation, call Brandt’s at: 503-838-0464. 

Independence on Facebook 
You can keep up-to-date with what’s 
going on in the city and get timely 
announcements about city-related 
events and activities. Find us at:  

http://www.facebook.com/
IndependenceOregon  

 
Be sure to check out MINET’s  

website for the latest  
in news and deals! 
www.minetfiber.com 

For Everyone:  FOOD FOR FINES:  April 11th – 16th.   
Check our website at www.ci.independence.or.us/library or stop 
by the library for a list of acceptable items. 
For Youth: Family Story Time: Wednesdays at 10:30am.   
An hour of stories, songs, finger-plays, crafts and more. This 
program is open to children of all ages, but is designed to meet 
the developmental needs of children ages 3-5.   
Cuentos in Español (Ciclo Nuevo!) – Viernes (Fridays) a las 
3:30pm. Un programa de cuentos, canciones, manualidades y 
más. La semana del 8 de Abril habrá una fiesta de helado. 
Chess Club: Thursdays at 4:30pm.   
Children in first grade and up are invited to join Nancy Albritton 
for a chance to use and improve their chess skills.  No experi-
ence is required and children at all levels are welcome. 
Burgerville Literacy Night.  Wednesday, April 20th from 5:30 
– 7.  (At Burgerville) Join staff from both the Independence and 
Monmouth libraries plus WOU Early Childhood, WOU Ed. Club, 
Polk County Mid-Valley Parenting for an evening of fun literacy 
activities.  Free Kid Cones & $2.00 off kids meal coupon will be 
available during the event.  
Spring Fun Club:  Tuesdays at 4pm starting April 12th 
   April 12th: Celebrate Beverly Cleary’s 100th Birthday 
   April 19th: Pebble Yard Art 
   April 26th: Wii Games 

THIS MONTH AT THE INDEPENDENCE LIBRARY 
For Teens: 
   April 1 at 4:30pm:  Teen Cooking Club.  This month, teens 
will make “eggs”stra special recipes. 
For Adults:  
   Scrabble with Betty:  Wednesday, April 6th at 1pm. Love 
games?  Join Betty and other friends for a fun game of Scrabble.  
We’ll provide the boards and a dictionary or two!  
   Ancestry.com workshop.  Saturday, April 9th from 9 - 10am.  
Learn how to use this great genealogy resource that is available 
for you to use free at the Independence Public Library. The pro-
gram is free and is appropriate for all skill levels. 
   Inglés Como Segundo Idioma (ESL) para la Comunidad 
| Community ESL (English as a Second Language): Jueves 
de 1-3pm La clase es gratuita y todos son bienvenidos. Este 
programa es un proyecto de colaboración con Goodwill.  ||  
Thursdays from 1-3pm. The class is free and everyone is welco-
me. This program is a collaborative project with Goodwill.  
   Mystery Book Club:  Thursday, April 14th at 6pm.  Join us to 
discuss this month’s selection, Crocodile on the Sandbank by 
Elizabeth Peters. Want a head start on May’s selection? – A Mor-
bid Taste for Bones by Ellis Peters. 
   Book Bingo:  Saturday, April 23rd at 3pm.  A fun fast paced 
literary bingo, with gently read books and other fun prizes. Re-
freshments will be served. 

ASH CREEK ARTS CENTER 
The Second Saturday Family Art Class will be held on April 9 
from 2 to 4 pm.  

This month students will make Clay Birds with Feathers. The 
session will be taught by Sue Mason, and will held at the Inde-
pendence Women's Club, directly behind the Arts Center at 311 
Monmouth St. Independence. 

FROM YOUR PUBLIC WORKS DEPT. 
GRASS: When mowing your lawns, please do not 
blow the grass clippings onto sidewalks or into the 
street. Sidewalks become slippery; the street 
sweeper can become clogged with the wet debris. 
Thank you! 

SEWER LINES: When calling a firm to help unclog your sewer 
line that takes waste from your house to the city sewer main, we 
suggest that you use a company that uses a camera to find the 
cause of the problem. Sometimes, it is not a simple clog, but can 
be roots or other problems that might not be otherwise noticed. 

http://www.ci.independence.or.us/library�
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