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CITY HALL
HOLIDAY CLOSURES

City Hall will observe the fol-
lowing closures in December:

Thursday, Dec. 24th
Friday, Dec. 25th

City Hall will also be closed:

Friday, Jan. 1st
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River City Briefs

A HOMETOWN HOLIDAY—Saturday, December 5th

Santa Train — 1pm to 3pm at the Independence Cinema Parking Lot — Watch
Santa arrive by train! Pictures with Santa, hot cocoa and gifts for children
under age 12. Sponsored by the Independence Elks and the City of Inde-
pendence.

Free Meal — 3pm to 5:30pm at the Independence Women'’s Club. Sponsored
by the Polk County Service Club.

Parade of Lights — 5pm. Sponsored by the Independence Downtown Asso-
ciation. Parade entry forms are available at
www.independencedowntown.org, or on the Parade of Lights Facebook
page. For more information, call 503.838.1811 or email:
robinp@ccrls.org. If you aren't in the parade, be sure to come out and
watch the fun!

Reception at the Independence Civic Center — 5:45-6:30pm. Sponsored by the Independence
Downtown Association, the Friends of the Independence Public Library and the City of Independ-
ence.

Independence Elementary School Holiday Craft Fair — 10am-4pm

HOLIDAY FOOD BOXES

Beginning now through December 17th, city employees will be collecting food with the goal to provide
food boxes to 25 local families. Please bring your non-perishable food items to City Hall—boxes will be
delivered December 19th. Thank you for helping us to ensure no one goes without this holiday sea-
son.

Independence Police Department Community Police Academy

Starting February 3, 2016, the Independence Police Department will begin their first Community Police Acade-
my. The Community Police Academy’s purpose is to enhance, through education, the communication between
police and the Community they protect. The classes offer Independence community members an opportunity to
gain insight and understanding of how the department serves the community. Academy instructors provide a com-
prehensive look at the various services, resources, policies, procedures, and other integral parts of law enforce-
ment. The academy will be 48 hours of instruction with the majority of the classes held on Wednesday evenings
from 6 PM to 9 PM, with three Saturday classes as well. Classes will be limited to 15 participants. Topics will in-
clude: Community Crime Prevention and School Resource Officer, Confrontation and Firearms Simulation, Body
Worn Cameras, Dispatch/Communications System, Emergency Vehicle Operation, Emergency Preparedness, Investi-
gations Unit (Fraud/Forgery, Persons Crimes, Narcotics), Patrol and Traffic Control, Volunteer Program and much
more!

The program is about bringing people who are not in law enforcement and spending a good amount of time show-
ing them what our department does and why we do it. The academy will be fun and a great learning experience.

Applicants must be 18 years old, have a valid driver’s license, have no felony convictions, have no misdemeanor
arrests in the 12 months prior to the academy, live or work within the Independence City limits and miss no more
than 8 hours of class time to graduate.

For more info you can contact Sgt. Lyle Gilbert at 503-838-1214 or email him at lgilbert@ci.independence.or.us, or
apply on line at the IPD website http://www.ci.independence.or.us/police/community-police-academy.

Polk CDC Provides Home Repair Loans

Find out if you qualify for an affordable home repair loan today. The Polk Regional Housing Rehabilitation Loan
Program serves low to moderate income homeowners who live in their home and may not be able to get a conven-
tional loan for needed home improvements.

Loan funds can be used for a wide variety of repairs, including but not limited to, roofing, siding, paint, flooring,
bath and kitchen remodels, reasonable accommodation for handicapped accessibility, septic and well replacement,
and in some cases, additions. These loans are available through the Polk Community Development Corporation
(Polk CDC). Polk CDC is a non-profit organization based in Dallas that administers a number of programs and ser-
vices for income-eligible individuals throughout Polk County.

Since 1989, the mission of Polk CDC has been to help Polk County residents improve their living circumstances
through the provision of high quality, affordable rental housing and homeownership opportunities, related educa-
tional opportunities, and low-interest housing rehabilitation loans; and to assist local municipalities in their efforts to
achieve community improvements, and economic revitalization through commercial fagade improvement. For addi-
tional information, contact the Polk CDC office in Dallas at 503.831.3173, or visit their website at www.polkcdc.org.
Se habla espariol.
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THIS MONTH AT THE INDEPENDENCE PUBLIC LIBRARY

For Youth:

Family Story Time: Wednesdays at 10:30am. An hour of sto-
ries, songs, finger-plays, crafts and more. This program is open
to children of all ages, but is designed to meet the developmen-
tal needs of children ages 3-5.

Cuentos in Espaiiol — Miércoles (Wednesdays) a las 5:30pm.
Un programa de cuentos, canciones, manualidades y mas.
Chess Club: Thursdays at 4:30pm (except 12/24 and 12/31).
Children in first grade and up are invited to join Nancy Albritton
for a chance to use and improve their chess skills. No experi-
ence is required and children at all levels are welcome.
Reindeer Games! Tuesday, December 8 at 4pm. It's all about
Rudolph. Reindeer crafts, games and other activities.
Gingerbread Houses. Tuesday, December 15™ at 4pm. Fami-
lies will create their own graham cracker based Gingerbread
Houses. All materials are provided thanks to the generous sup-
port of the Friends of the Library.

Board Games: Monday, December 28" at 3pm. Join us to play
a variety of board games suitable for all ages.

New Year's Kit: Tuesday, December 29" at 3pm. Make hats
and other fun things to celebrate the New Year.

For Teens:

Teen Cooking Club: Friday, December 18" at 4:30pm. Teen
Gingerbread Houses and other Sweet Treats.

For Adults:

Scrabble with Betty: Wednesday, December 2™ at 1pm.
Love games? Join Betty and other friends for a fun game of
Scrabble. We'll provide the boards and a dictionary or two!
Inglés Como Segundo Idioma (ESL) para la Comunidad |
Community ESL (English as a Second Language):

Jueves de 1-3pm (excepto 12/24 & 12/31). La clase es gratuita y
todos son bienvenidos. Este programa es un proyecto de colabo-
racion con Goodwill. || Thursdays from 1-3pm (except 12/24 &
12/31) The class is free and everyone is welcome. This program
is a collaborative project with Goodwiill.

Mystery Book Club: Thursday, December 10" at 6pm. Join
us to discuss this month’s selection, DESTROYER ANGEL by Ne-
vada Barr.

Wreath Making Workshop with Maggie Triplett — Saturday,
December 12" at 3pm. This program is free and basic materials
will be provided. Bring any special decorations that you want to
add.

For Everyone:

Star Wars Marathon: Espisodes 1V, V, VI - Monday, Decem-
ber 21 from 1-8pm (approx.)

Star Wars Marathon: Episodes I, II, III - Tuesday, Decem-
ber 22" from 1-8pm (approx.)

Closures & limited hours at the library: Dec. 24th: open 10-3pm. Dec. 25th: closed. Dec. 31st: open 1-5pm. Jan 1st: closed.

ASH CREEK ARTS CENTER

December 12 from 2-4pm: Painting and Poetry. You
don't need to be able to pronounce the fancy word
"ekphrastic" (ek - FRAS - tick) to enjoy mixing different
artistic mediums by making a poem inspired by a paint-
ing!

Paint something from your imagination, then trade for
someone else's painting, and write a short poem with
words inspired by the painting. Taught by visual artist
Eric Loftin and poet Margaret Tomlinson.

"5 wawt to Rﬁcche?

Brandt's Sanitary Service offers 2 ways
to recycle:

1. at their 24-hour recycling center, lo-
cated at 158 Pacific Avenue South; or

ndependence on Facebook

You can keep up-to-date with what's
going on in the city and get timely
announcements about city-related
events and activities. Find us at:
http: //www.facebook.com/

Be sure to check out MINET's
website for the latest
in news and deals!

2. curbside recycling. For more infor-

IndependenceOregon

www.minetfiber.com

mation, call Brandt’s at: 503-838-0464.
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