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Although the Willamette River and some of its tributaries rose above their banks in December, we 
were fortunate that no widespread flooding affecting structures in our area was experienced. In the 
future, should we see more potential for flooding, the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and 
Development and the Oregon Office of Emergency Management have released the following post-flood 
tips: 
1. Start cleaning and drying out flood-affected buildings right away.   

Begin clean up as soon as flood waters recede and it is safe. Wear the proper equipment to pro-
tect yourself including safety glasses and heavy work gloves. 

Dry out flooded areas using fans and dehumidifiers to remove excess moisture as soon as possi-
ble. Weather permitting; open the windows and doors to ventilate the room. 

Once the building has dried, remove mold from hard surfaces by washing with soap and water 
and letting all washed surfaces dry completely.  Bleach can be used following all label instructions, 
paying special attention to the precautionary statements and dilution rate. 

Check crawl spaces and basements for wet insulation, compromised mechanical and electrical 
systems as flood damage may not be readily apparent. 

Save receipts and insurance claim information associated with clean up and repair activities in 
case FEMA Individual Assistance becomes available through a Federal major disaster declaration. 

For more information on cleaning flooded buildings, consult (full links are available on the city’s 
website and hard copies available at city hall): 
 FEMA guidance on Cleaning Flooded Buildings (www.fema.gov) 
 Red Cross - Repairing Your Flooded Home (www.redcross.org) 

2. Affected building owners and renters should contact their insurance agent as soon as possible. 
Building owners and renters should document any damage to buildings and contents with photo-
graphs. This will help insurance adjusters if/when a flood insurance claim is filed. For inquiries about 
the National Flood Insurance Program, visit: www.floodsmart.gov.  

3. Consult with the city for information and permits before beginning repairs on flooded buildings. 
Obtaining building permits for homes or businesses located within the Special Flood Hazard Area is 
especially important, according to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), to ensure 
flood resistance design and construction and that the national flood insurance program requirements 
are met.   

4. Verify contractor licenses to protect against fraud (www.cbs.state.or.us/bcd). 

CITY HALL  

HOLIDAY CLOSURE 
 

City Hall will close, to ob-
serve Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr holiday on January 
18, 2016. 

FLOOD TIPS 

CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING 

  Help keep your Christmas tree out of the 
landfill, while supporting your local Boy 
Scout Troop #38.  
  To arrange to have your tree picked up, 
call 503-893-8380 or send an email to 
t38trees@yahoo.com. Leave your name, 
address, phone number and date you want 
your tree picked up.   
Pickup Dates are: Sat/Sun, Jan 2nd & 3rd; 
Sat/Sun, Jan 9th & 10th; Sat/Sun, Jan 16th 
& 17th. Leave your tree in your driveway 
with a cash donation or a check payable to 
Troop 38.  Trees will be picked up between 
9:00 AM and 1:00 PM.  
  Trees will be chipped into mulch. Your do-
nations go directly to the local Scouts for 
summer camp, Scout outings, and Scout 
equipment.  Thank you for your donation 
and your support of Scout Troop 38. 

THANK YOU! 

Trees owned by the city at the public park-
ing lot next to the cinema needed trimming.  
 

Public works staff was 
very busy, especially 
with the rainy weather 
in December, it looked 
like they weren’t going 
to be able to work it in. 
 

Altar Landscape Mainte-
nance, an Independ-
ence company, per-
formed the pruning at 
no cost to the city. 
 

We would like to thank them for their gener-
osity, and wish them the best in the New 
Year. 



Public Meeting Schedule Date(s) Time Place 
City Council                                                                                  Jan 12                       

Jan 26 

7:30 PM      
7:30 AM 

Civic Center—Chambers               
Civic Center—Chambers              

Planning Commission cancelled 7:00 PM Civic Center—Chambers 

Historic Preservation Commission Jan 19 4:00 PM Civic Center—Chambers 

Hop & Heritage Festival Commission Jan 27 6:00 PM Civic Center—Event Center 

Museum Board Jan 13 4:30 PM Heritage Museum 

Library Board Jan 25 4:00 PM Independence Library 

Parks & Rec Committee Jan 21 6:00 PM Civic Center—Event Center 

Traffic Safety Commission Feb 17 6:00 PM Civic Center—3rd Floor 

Western Days Commission Jan 13 7:00 PM Civic Center—Event Center 

Want to Recycle? 
Brandt's Sanitary Service offers 2 ways 
to recycle:  
1. at their 24-hour recycling center,  lo-
cated at 158 Pacific Avenue South; or  
2. curbside recycling. For more infor-
mation, call Brandt’s at: 503-838-0464. 

Independence on Facebook 
You can keep up-to-date with what’s 
going on in the city and get timely 
announcements about city-related 
events and activities. Find us at:  

http://www.facebook.com/
IndependenceOregon  

 
Be sure to check out MINET’s  

website for the latest  
in news and deals! 
www.minetfiber.com 

For Youth: 
Family Story Time: Wednesdays at 10:30am.  An hour of sto-
ries, songs, finger-plays, crafts and more. This program is open 
to children of all ages, but is designed to meet the developmen-
tal needs of children ages 3-5.   
Cuentos in Español – Miércoles (Wednesdays) a las 5:30pm. 
Un programa de cuentos, canciones, manualidades y más. 
Chess Club: Thursdays at 4:30pm.  Children in first grade and 
up are invited to join Nancy Albritton for a chance to use and 
improve their chess skills.  No experience is required and chil-
dren at all levels are welcome. 
Winter Fun Club: Tuesdays at 4pm, starting January 12th. 
 Jan 12th -  Family Movie: Hotel Transylvania 2  
 Jan 19th – Lego Mania 
 Jan 26th – Family Movie:  Minions: The Movie 
For Teens:  
Teen Cooking Club: Fri, Jan 22nd at 4:30pm.  For grades 6 
and up.  Yummy Baked Potato Bar with lots of toppings. 
For Adults: 
e-Reader Workshop:  Tue, Jan 5th from 6-8pm (Drop In).  Did 
you get a new e-Reader? Let us help you get it set up to work 

THIS MONTH AT THE INDEPENDENCE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
with the library’s e-Book collection. Be sure to know your Adobe 
ID and/or Amazon login and bring your library card. No library 
card? Just bring picture ID and we can help you get signed up 
for one.  
Scrabble with Betty:  Wednesday, January 6th at 1pm. Love 
games?  Join Betty and other friends for a fun game of Scrabble.  
We’ll provide the boards and a dictionary or two!  
Ancestry.com workshop.  Saturday, January 9th from 9 - 
10am.  Learn how to use this great genealogy resource that is 
available for you to use free at the Independence Public Library. 
The program is free and is appropriate for all skill levels. 
Inglés Como Segundo Idioma (ESL) para la Comunidad / 
Community ESL (English as a Second Language): Jueves 
de 1-3pm La clase es gratuita y todos son bienvenidos. Este 
programa es un proyecto de colaboración con Goodwill.  / 
Thursdays from 1-3pm. The class is free and everyone is wel-
come. This program is a collaborative project with Goodwill.  
Mystery Book Club:  Thursday, January 14th at 6pm. Join us to 
discuss this month’s selection, Death in a Strange Country by 
Donna Leon. 
 

January 1st and January 18th, the library will be closed. 

ASH CREEK ARTS CENTER 
Saturday Family Art Class, January 9, 2:00-4:00 pm: Relief 
Printmaking. Draw on a printing block, ink it, press it to a pa-
per surface, and see your design appear in reverse! Registration 
not required. This class will be held at the Independence Wom-
an's Club Building, 340 Third Street in Independence (just be-
hind the Arts Center). Registration not required. Free of charge. 
Garden Party: An exhibition of Watercolor Paintings by 
Zola Sherwood at the Pink House Café, 242 D Street in Inde-
pendence, from January 6-31, 2016.  A reception will be held 
on Monday, January 11 from 5:00-7:00 pm.  Sherwood's work, 
often inspired by flowers from her garden, emphasizes exuber-
ant colors and forms.  

NATIVE PLANT WORKSHOP 
Polk Soil and Water Conservation District will be holding a 
“Native Plant Propagation” workshop on Thursday, January 21st 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Rickreall Grange Hall. You will 
learn how to propagate native riparian trees and shrubs from 
cuttings and seed, as well as learn: 
 Winter twig identification 
 Seed collection techniques 
 Plant collection and permit information 

The information is presented by the USDA Corvallis Plant Materi-
als Center. Please RSVP by Jan. 19th: 503.391.9927 or by email: 
office@marionswcd.net.                         The workshop is FREE! 


