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Citizens have been asking—what do our utility rates pay for?   

The information below is for our three utility funds. Please feel free to contact Gloria Butsch, Finance 
Director, if you have any questions. 

GREAT OREGON 
SHAKEOUT 

 
Millions of people world- 
wide will practice how to 
Drop, Cover and Hold On 
at 10:20 a.m. on 10/20 
dur ing  the  Grea t 
ShakeOut Earthquake 
Drills. 
 
Your family or organiza-
tion can participate—
check out the website 
ht tp : / / shakeout .org/
oregon for more infor-
mation or to register.  

UTILITY RATE INFORMATION 

FREE HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION EVENT! 
Who? Any Polk County resident, including Dallas, Falls City, Independence, Monmouth and West Salem. 
What? Aerosol Cans, Antifreeze, Pesticides, Pool Chemicals, Mercury Thermometers, Turpentine, Oil 
Paint, Sharps Containers, Kerosene, Lighter Fluid, Herbicides, Fluorescent Tubes, Degreasers, etc. 
When? Saturday, October 8th, from 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Where? Independence Riverview Park, 50 C Street, Independence, OR 97351 
Questions? Contact Jim Solvedt, Polk County Environmental Health, 503-623-9237. 
Website: http://www.co.polk.or.us/cd/eh/hhw/household-hazardous-waste-event-2 



Public Meeting Schedule Date(s) Time Place 
City Council                                                                                  Oct 11                

Oct 25 

7:30 PM      
7:30 AM 

Civic Center—Chambers               
Civic Center—Chambers              

Planning Commission Meeting Canceled   

Historic Preservation Commission Oct 18 4:00 PM Civic Center—Chambers 

Hop & Heritage Festival Commission Oct 27 6:30 PM Civic Center—Event Center 

Museum Board Oct 12 4:30 PM Heritage Museum 

Library Board Oct 24 4:00 PM Independence Library 

Parks & Rec Committee Oct 20 6:00 PM Civic Center—Ash Creek Room 

Traffic Safety Commission Oct 19 6:00 PM Civic Center—Ash Creek Room 

Western Days Commission Oct 12 7:00 PM Civic Center—Event Center 

Want to Recycle? 
Brandt's Sanitary Service offers 2 ways 
to recycle:  
1. at their 24-hour recycling center,  lo-
cated at 158 Pacific Avenue South; or  
2. curbside recycling. For more infor-
mation, call Brandt’s at: 503-838-0464. 

Independence on Facebook 
You can keep up-to-date with what’s 
going on in the city and get timely 
announcements about city-related 
events and activities. Find us at:  

http://www.facebook.com/
IndependenceOregon  

For Kids: 
Family Story Time:  Wednesdays at 10:30am. An hour of 
stories, songs, finger-plays, crafts and more.  
CUENTOS EN ESPAÑOL: Martes a las 5:30pm. Un programa 
de cuentos, canciones, manualidades y más. 
Chess Club: Thursdays at 4:30pm:  Children in first grade 
and up are invited to join Nancy Albritton for a chance to use 
and improve their chess skills.  No experience is required and 
children at all levels are welcome. 
Fall Fun Club:  Tuesdays at 4pm starting September 13th. 
   October 4th: Beauty & the Beast (Disney) (25th Anniversary)  
   October 11th: Fire Safety: Polk County Fire District #1 fire-

fighters will be at the library with a variety  of trucks and 
other fire equipment to share. 

Halloween Spectacular:  Monday, October 31st 4-6pm.  
Children will stop by the library to decorate a Treat bag, and 
then go downtown to Trick-or-Treat! This program is in coop-
eration with the Independence Downtown Association. 
For Teens: 
Coloring & Craft Club: Friday, October 14th at 4pm.  For 

THIS MONTH AT THE INDEPENDENCE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
grades 6 & up. Coloring isn’t just for little kids anymore! Teens 
will color detailed pictures with felt pen and colored pencil, and 
create DIY slap bracelets. 
Teen Cooking Club: Friday, October 21st at 4:30pm – Grades 6 
& up – Icky Edibles 
For Adults: 
Ancestry.com workshop. Saturday, October 1st at 
9am.   Learn how to use this great genealogy resource that is 
available for you to use free at the Independence Public Library. 
The program is free is appropriate for all skill levels. 
Scrabble with Betty: Wednesday, October 5th at 1pm. Love 
games?  Join Betty and other friends for a fun game of Scrabble.  
Mystery Book Club presents: Murder Mayhem & 
Munchies! Saturday, October 15th at 3pm.  Love culinary mys-
teries?  This month we will celebrate with a potluck of recipes 
from culinary mysteries. Join us for a discussion of this sub-
genre, and enjoy some tasty treats. Stop by the library to pick 
up a bibliography. 
Community ESL: Thursdays from 1-3pm.  This class is offered 
in partnership with Goodwill Industries. Start any time.  

SAVE THE DATE! 
On Wednesday, November 
2nd, there will be a Dia de 
los Muertos celebration in 
the Event Center at City 
Hall. More information will 
come in the next newslet-
ter.            

Also be watching 
our website and 
Facebook pages! 

Ash Creek Arts Center  

Second Saturday Family Art -- Free 
October 8: Spooky Apothecary Bottles with Anna Cottom at 
ACAC (311 Monmouth St.). Turn recycled bottles into creative 
Halloween decorations with string, found objects and 
paint. Children should be old enough to manage scissors, glue, 
tape, etc. Registration not required. 
  
Watercolors!  A four week class on Tuesdays in November 
taught by Beth Kyriss. No experience necessary! Each 2 hour 
session will focus on one idea and image and make it unique to 
your own style. Supplies provided. Cost: $150 for the se-
ries.  Register online at www.ashcreekarts.org. Space is limited. 

LEAVES!!! 
The City’s leaf pick up pro-
gram will begin November 
1st—more information will be 
in our next newsletter. You 
can also find information un-
der “Public Works” on the 
City’s website.  
Remember, Brandt’s has a bi-
monthly yard debris cart as 
part of your service! Call 503-
838-0464 for more infor-
mation.  

http://www.ashcreekarts.org�
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