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MAYOR INDEPENDENCE LANDING
John McArdle Recently, the Jtemizer-Observer wrote a well-informed article on the road and infrastructure improve-
COUNCIL ments that will be getting underway this coming year at the former Valley Concrete Site, now called
Jerry Hoffman Independence Landing. The timely execution of these improvements to our city were made possible in
Nancy Lodge part by the eagerness of the State of Oregon to invest in the redevelopment of our city’s waterfront by
Diana Lindskog providing grant funding and low cost loans.
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INDY WORKS

Have you downloaded your
Indy Works app yet?

This is a free app that you
can download on your
iPhone or android device
which puts you in touch
with our virtual city hall!

Report a concern, pay your
bill or visit various websites
of local interest.

If you do not have a smart
device, you can make a
request by visiting the city’s
website, and clicking the
Indy Works tab under Quick
Links.

The State is offering this funding because it recognizes an opportunity to reshape the waterfront like
this will help define our city for generations to come, while also providing a significant boost to the
local and regional economy for the residents and businesses in our community today.

Development of a quality hotel and related uses has the potential to bring new investment to our com-
munity, support our existing businesses, and link the riverfront to the community north from the new
Independence Sports Park to the Independence Bridge in the south. We agree with the State that in-
vestments such as this makes sense and will pay back multiple times in the short term and long term
by bringing cash, jobs, and new business opportunities.

The Independence Landing project will be structured similarly to the Riverplace Apartments and Inde-
pendence Cinema developments, where the City through its investment, development and site prepa-
ration efforts attracted high quality developers who completed the projects in a timely fashion, made
long term commitments to the community, and provided a solid return of our community’s invest-
ment. In this case, the City is preparing the site and installing the public infrastructure in order to
make the site “shovel ready” for development. This will make our community more attractive to high
quality development partners and help secure the mix of uses that enhance the economy and livability
of our community.

Very soon, we hope to announce the signing of a development agreement with Tokola Properties for
the building of a unique, high-quality hotel and new residential units that will further meet the needs of
people looking for a leisurely, downtown lifestyle in which to live, work, and play. This is a develop-
ment team with a solid reputation for quality work.

The Itemizer correctly pointed out that anytime a City attempts to better itself through strategic invest-
ment there is some level of risk. In recent years the City has used this model of economic development
several times, always with an eye toward balancing the risks with the potential rewards. Over the last
20 years our community has made a number of significant improvements, many brought about
through undertaking thoughtful and calculated risks. The Independence Landing project will be no
different. The elected leaders, volunteers and engaged members of our community have for years
shown the wisdom, balanced with a prudent amount of risk-taking, to make Independence the truly
special place it is. Submitted by Shawn Irvine, Economic Development Director

Trail Ruts: Oregon’s Centennial Wagon Train

The Heritage Museum Society Presents: Trail Ruts: Oregon’s Centennial Wagon Train: Re-
membering the covered wagon reenactment that left Independence, Missouri on April 20,
1959 and arrived in Independence, Oregon on August 15, 1959!

Surviving odds from impassible mud to temperatures in the 120s, a group of ordinary people cross the
Oregon Trail in 1959 just as their ancestors had a century before—and find that their own tempers
might halt the journey. Dick Carter weaves the history of the original Oregon Trail where his great
grandmother died in 1852 with the story of the group of re-enactors he led to retrace their footsteps.
Signed copies of “Trail Ruts’ will be available for purchase.
Checks and cash will be accepted. For more information:
Phone: 503.838.4989

When: September 12th at 7:00 PM

Where: Independence Event Center, 555 South Main Street,
Website: orheritage.org

E-mail: orheritage@minetfiber.org
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THIS MONTH AT THE INDEPENDENCE PUBLIC LIBRARY

For Kids:

Family Story Time: Wednesdays at 10:30am. An hour of

stories, songs, finger-plays, crafts and more.

CUENTOS EN ESPANOL: Martes a las 5:30pm. Un progra-

ma de cuentos, canciones, manualidades y mas.

Chess Club: Thursdays at 4:30pm: Children in first grade

and up are invited to join Nancy Albritton for a chance to use

and improve their chess skills. No experience is required and
children at all levels are welcome.

Fall Fun Club: Tuesdays at 4pm starting September 13".
Sept. 13" Family Scarecrow Workshop — Make your own
scarecrow, just in time for the Library Scarecrow Contest at
the Hop & Heritage Festival!

Sept. 20™: Lego Mania! — Space Ship Challenge...or make
something else just for fun!

Sept. 27": Back to School Book Bingo. Win books and
other fun prizes.

For Teens:

Coloring & Craft Club: Friday, September 9" at 3pm. For
grades 6 & up. Coloring isn’t just for little kids anymore! Teens
will color detailed pictures with felt pen and colored pencil, and
create DIY slap bracelets.

For Adults:

Scrabble with Betty: Wednesday, September 7" at 1pm. Love
games? Join Betty and other friends for a fun game of Scrabble.
Mystery Book Club: Thursday, September 8" at 6pm. This
month’s discussion will be about: Bruno: Chief of Police by Mar-
tin Walker. Copies are available for check out at the library.
Community ESL: Thursdays from 1-3pm. This class is offered
in partnership with Goodwill Industries. Start any time.

Don’t miss the Library Scarecrow Contest at the Hop & Herit-
age Festival on September 17". Entry forms are available at
www.ci.independence.or.us/library, and at the library. Even if you
don’t enter, be sure to visit the display in Riverview Park during
the festival.

INDUSTRIAL ZONING CHANGES

Ash Creek Arts Center

Second Saturday Family Art Class: September 10 from 2 to
4pm. Paper Animal Masks with Mary Harden. This class will
be held in the Independence Women'’s Club, 340 S. 3rd St.
Independence, around the corner from ACAC. This class is for
children and their parents; children should be old enough to
manage scissors, glue, tape, etc. Registration is not required,
and there is no charge for the class.

Be watching the City’s Facebook and website for announce-
ments about upcoming meetings regarding possible modifica-
tions to the industrial development code. For more infor-
mation, contact City Hall at 503-838-1212.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Utility Funds Expenditures

Some citizens have been asking—What are our utility rates
paying for? For the answer, please follow this link to the report
on the City of Independence website:
http://www.ci.independence.or.us/finance/2016-utility-funds-
expenditures

PLANNING COMMISSION: September 12th, 7;00 pm:
e Zone Change/Comp Plan Map Change
o Development Code Amendment (downtown overlay)
CITY COUNCIL:
September 13th, 7:30 pm
e OLCC application: Great Hall Meadery
September 27th, 7:30 pm
e Zone Change/Comp Plan Map Change
e Development Code Amendment (downtown overlay)

Public Meeting Schedule Date(s) Time |[Place

City Council Sept 13 7:30 PM Civic Center—Chambers
Sept 27 7:30 AM Civic Center—Chambers

Planning Commission Sept 12 7:00 PM Civic Center—Chambers

Historic Preservation Commission Sept 20 4:00 PM Civic Center—Chambers

Hop & Heritage Festival Commission Sept 14 7:00 PM Civic Center—Event Center

Museum Board Sept 14 4:30 PM Heritage Museum

Library Board Sept 26 4:00 PM Independence Library

Parks & Rec Committee Sept 15 6:00 PM Civic Center—Ash Creek Room

Traffic Safety Commission Oct19 6:00 PM Civic Center—3rd Floor

Western Days Commission Sept 14 7:00 PM Civic Center—Event Center

E’% want to Rﬁcche?

Brandt's Sanitary Service offers 2 ways
to recycle:

1. at their 24-hour recycling center, lo-
cated at 158 Pacific Avenue South; or

ndependence on Facebook

You can keep up-to-date with what's
going on in the city and get timely
announcements about city-related
events and activities. Find us at:
http://www.facebook.com/

Be sure to check out MINET's
website for the latest
in news and deals!

2. curbside recycling. For more infor-

IndependenceOregon

www.minetfiber.com

mation, call Brandt’s at: 503-838-0464.

G
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