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City of Independence Hires New City ManagerCity of Independence Hires New City Manager

Independence, Oregon (May 10, 2022) —
After months of recruiting efforts, the City
Council approved a contract with Kenna
West as the new City Manager for the City
of Independence. Mayor John McArdle
and Independence City Council expressed
their excitement about Ms. West joining
the Independence team. “Among the slew
of capable candidates that interviewed for
the position, Ms. West proved to not only
have the experience necessary for the job,
but she understands what it will take to
continue making Independence a great
place to live, shop, and play,” said

McArdle.

With over 10 years of experience in public service, most recently as the
City Manager at the City of Willamina, Oregon, a Juris Doctor from
Northwestern School of Law at Lewis & Clark, a Bachelor of Arts from
George Fox University (4.0 GPA), and a multitude of various honors and
activities, West joins the City of Independence under a polished and
experienced career.

Read Full Press Release Here

https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/mayor_and_council/city_of_independence_may_13_2022_spanish.pdf
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/mayor/page/city-independence-hires-new-city-manager
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fE6cQzOuo8
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/independenceor/jobs/3534756/minet-general-manager?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://polkoregonjotform.jotform.com/221034398639057
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/


Sign up to Volunteer for Independence Days Sign up to Volunteer for Independence Days 

Interested in volunteering for Independence Days this year?

To volunteer, individuals must meet the following requirements:

Must be 14 years of age or older.*
Must be able to lift heavy objects (up to 30 pounds) in certain roles
involving set-up and take-down.
Must pass a background check if handling money.
Must wear a life jacket or vest if volunteering on or next to the river.**

*13 years and younger must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Roles will be noted if you must be 18 years of age or older.
**The City of Independence will provide life jackets if necessary.

Click the button below to find out how you can be part of these fun and
community-filled events

Sign Up Here

Building Department UpdateBuilding Department Update

Several items move through the Independence Community Development
Department in any given month. This section of River City Briefs
showcases some of the projects that are occurring in the community.

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/877014416020976072/false#/invitation


Central Plaza Tenant Improvement - Central Plaza Tenant Improvement - Improvements continue to be
made to the Central Plaza Shopping Center. Signs are up for the new
Grocery Outlet, and improvements inside the building are nearing
completion.  
Monmouth-Independence Trolley Project - Monmouth-Independence Trolley Project - Work continues on the
trolley project. Vehicles have been ordered and stop locations are in
the process of being finalized. Additionally, progress is being made on
the branding for the service. A recent survey of community residents
helped narrow potential names for the trolley to I&M (the historic name
for the railroad that traveled between the two communities) and
Mindy. A name written in several times on the survey - MI Trolley - is
also being considered. Service is expected to begin sometime before
the end of the year.

If you have questions about the projects or anything else, please contact
Fred Evander, Community Planner at (503) 837-1168 or by email at
fevander@ci.independence.or.usfevander@ci.independence.or.us. 

MINET Seeks New General ManagerMINET Seeks New General Manager

MINET is seeking a new
General Manager who
will provide leadership to
the team and outstanding
customer service to
customers.

As the leader of the
business, they will be
responsible for preparing
budgets and financial
reports, managing
growth and capital
expansion projects, and
developing staff. They
will be an excellent
communicator (both
written and verbal) to the
community and the
MINET Board. They will
know how to sell and
how to manage a sales
staff.

Learn More and Apply Here

mailto:fevander@ci.independence.or.us
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/independenceor/jobs/3534756/minet-general-manager?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs


Childcare Training Program in MonmouthChildcare Training Program in Monmouth

The goal of the Bridges to the Future: Connecting Early Learning to
Kindergarten event is to support parents, caregivers, early elementary
school teachers and staff, and early learning professionals; particularly
those with children between the ages of zero to eight, by providing an
opportunity to learn and to advance the educational and transition
opportunities for the children they teach.

The event will be held over a two day period. The first day, Friday, May
20th will be a full day (8am-4pm) Zoom conference, while the second day,
Saturday, May 21st  will be a full day (8am-4pm) in person opportunity at
Western Oregon University. Friday will begin with a virtual keynote
speaker, followed by smaller breakout sessions, intended to focus on



issues early elementary educators and early learning professionals care
about most. On Saturday, participants will have the opportunity to select
various break out sessions that meet their interests. Lunch will be provided
to guests and presenters at no charge. These days are about exploration,
integration, and connection. Tracks have been built to give participants the
opportunity to determine what they are most interested in learning about
and when they are able to attend.

Learn More Here

Independence Veteran of the MonthIndependence Veteran of the Month

https://polkoregonjotform.jotform.com/221034398639057
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