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Independence Police Department Recognized with
Community Partnership Award 

Recently, the Independence Police Department, along with the Monmouth
Police Department and Polk County Fire District No.1, was presented with
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the Community Partnership Recognition award by Central School District
13J.

Leading up to the first day of school, our agencies began the work of
reminding our community to slow down in school zones – and that student
walk zones are everywhere. We also broadcast the upcoming return to
school and 20 miles per hour throughout the two cities.

The Independence Police Department is grateful to partner with our local
school district to help educate the community and keep students safe.

Paul Reiter Recognized with
Historic Preservation Award

The house at 360 S 3rd Street has a history in Independence that goes
back almost 100 years. Built by local banker Ira Mix in 1923 after his
marriage to Marie Powell, the house has since changed hands over the
years and now finds itself in possession of local home improvement
aficionado Paul Reiter. Paul bought the home almost 20 years ago and let
it lay dormant as he worked on developing other projects throughout
Independence, such as the Pink House Cafe. Once Paul discovered it was
time to settle down, he finally decided to remaster the house he now calls
his "retirement home."

Restoring a house while maintaining its historic character can be a tricky
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act to pull off. That's why Paul sought the advice of the Historic
Preservation Committee, where he was able to bring forth his project and
gather guidance on how to complete his home improvement.

"I try as much as I can....and kept it as much as possible as the original
house as we could," said Paul.

While he enjoys our city's scenic riverfront pathways and recent mixed-use
developments, Paul's true devotion came through when asked why he
continues to choose Independence.

"My family is here. I wouldn't go no place else."

At the City Council meeting of October 25, 2022, Mayor John McArdle
presented the Independence Historic Preservation Commission Cairns-
Weaver Award to Paul for his efforts in restoring his home.

Watch Video Here

Don't Miss Our Halloween Tricks and Treats Event

Be part of the magic and join us on October 31, 2022, in downtown
Independence 3:30 PM -5:30 PM for our Downtown Tricks and Treats
event! Stop by any participating business to receive your treats, and don’t
forget to check out our special entertainers performing all sorts of tricks
downtown. Kids will get the opportunity to see a magician, a balloon
twister, a singing clown duo who ride tall bikes, a contact juggler, a stilt
walker, and more! Additionally, the Independence Public Library will be
hosting a make-your-own Halloween bag for kids.
 

https://youtu.be/7BxFZHUqO2A


All events are FREE and family-friendly, so kick off your Halloween holiday
festivities right in downtown Indy. A map showing all participating
businesses will be available on our Facebook event page on October 29,
2022. 

Learn More Here

Independence Heritage Museum Open
​Thanksgiving Weekend

Visit Museum Website

 

Help Keep Our Community Clean this Fall

https://www.facebook.com/events/473216888181165
https://www.orheritage.org/


Independence Civic Center to be Illuminated in
​Green to Honor Veterans



This November 7th through the 13th, the Independence Civic Center will
join the county initiative to illuminate our public building with green lights in
honor of Veteran’s Day.

This is a new national collaborative endeavor brought forth by the National
Association of Counties (NACo) to support military veterans, as well as
raise awareness about the unique challenges faced by many veterans and
the resources available at the county, state, and federal level to assist
veterans and their families.

In addition to lighting county buildings, residents and businesses are
encouraged to participate by simply changing one light bulb in their house
to a green bulb. This can be an exterior light that neighbors and passersby
see or an interior light that sparks a conversation with friends.
By shining a green light, we let our veterans know they are seen,
appreciated, and supported. While this event is focused around the week of
Veterans Day (November 7th-13th), participants are encouraged to
continue shining the light year-round. We encourage all our residents to
share their participation on social media using the hashtag



#OperationGreenLight.

Festival Informativo Returns to St. Patrick's Church

Independence Veteran of the Month
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