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The city of Independence presents the adopted budget for fiscal year
2023-24 for community viewing.

https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/City-of-Independence_June-23_2023_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/mKAB5njb1O4
https://www.indyideahub.org/events
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/


To successfully balance a city budget, it takes a team to prepare the
particulars, including city staff, the city council, and the budget
committee. We extend a great deal of gratitude for your service and
dedication to our community.

Find out about the city's procedures, priorities, and projects by clicking
the button below.

Read the Budget
Here

Independence Days Wristbands Now on SaleIndependence Days Wristbands Now on Sale

Independence Days wristbands are now on sale at six different
locations, including the Independence Civic Center, the Independence
Public Library, the Independence Heritage Museum, the Independence
Hotel, Polk County Fire District No. 1, and the parking lot of Central
Plaza every Saturday until the event. Each wristband is $5 for persons
ages six and up.

All locations are CASH ONLY, except the Independence Civic Center
and the Independence Hotel, which accept cash, debit, and credit card.
All sales are final.

Stay up-to-date with all the latest Independence Days information by
clicking the button below.

Learn More Here

Utility Rate Adjustment to Take Effect July 1, 2023Utility Rate Adjustment to Take Effect July 1, 2023

On February 28, 2023, the Independence city
council approved the following rate adjustments,
which are effective July 1, 2023:

An increase of 3.5% in sewer rates each year for
the next five years ($1.90/month for the first
year).

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/finance/
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/independence-days-celebration/


An increase of 7.07% in stormwater base fee (10
cents/month) and no increase in the ERU
charge.

Why are my utility bills going up?Why are my utility bills going up?
In March 2022, the city completed a new
wastewater master plan, including a 20-year
sewer capital improvement plan, and in February
2023 the city completed a sewer rate study which
recommended user charge updates to build the

infrastructure rehabilitation and upgrade projects for existing users
and anticipated population growth. The rate study identified sanitary
sewer system costs, rate structure alternatives, debt, and equitable
cost recovery methods for a five (5) year period. This rate
adjustment reflects the actual cost to operate, maintain and improve
the city's sanitary system.

The city has not updated its stormwater fee structure since April
2005 and has not consistently raised its fees based on the
recommendation of that plan. The city is adjusting its base fee only
this year at the rate of inflation based upon the Bureau of Labor
Statistics CPI West Region; Series ID CUURN400SA0, as
published, revised, and amended by the U.S. Department of
Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics. Future years will include inflation
adjustments for both the base fee and ERU charge until an update
master plan and fee study can be completed. This rate adjustment
allows the city to maintain the existing level of service in the public
stormwater facilities.

To learn more about how this process was conducted, click the button
below.

Watch Video Here

Independence Opera House Awarded Oregon MainIndependence Opera House Awarded Oregon Main
Street Revitalization GrantStreet Revitalization Grant

The Independence
Opera House was
recently awarded
a $200,000
Oregon Main
Street
Revitalization
grant to renovate
and rehabilitate
the upstairs of the
historic building
into 4 unit
apartments.
Theodore “Ted”
Baker owns the opera house and envisions a new future for the space.
 
“I think it could really be a model for mixed-use historic buildings,” said
Ted. “In an 11,000-square-foot building, there are lots of uses.”
 
With over 50 percent of the building in need of renovation, this project
will adhere to historic building standards while refreshing the first floor
into office/retail space.
 

https://youtube.com/live/wtpjRepHpgk


The first floor is approximately 2,700 square ft, and the 2nd-floor
apartment space is approximately 5,200 square ft which will configure
into 4 units with 5 bedrooms, 16 ft high ceilings, and an additional multi-
use loft space. Renovation and improvements will also be made to the
historic façade, improving the aesthetics of the block. Local cornerstone
restaurant Silk Thai Cuisine, which currently resides in the other half of
the opera house building, will remain unaffected by the improvements.

Read More Here

Sunset Meadows Park Receives an UpdateSunset Meadows Park Receives an Update

The City of
Independence has
begun design work
for the Sunset
Meadows Park
improvement
project located
between Maple
Street and
Chestnut Street.
The city intends to
advertise for
construction at the
beginning of 2024

and complete construction by the summer of 2024.

To stay up-to-date on all our current Public Works projects, click the
button below.

Learn More Here

Independence Participates in AARP Senior CommunityIndependence Participates in AARP Senior Community
Listening SessionListening Session

Earlier this month, a
community listening
session was held at the
Monmouth SeniorMonmouth Senior
Community CenterCommunity Center to
help capture the voices
of our senior-age
residents about the
livability of
Independence and
Monmouth. This is part
of an initiative to pursue
an AARP Age-Friendly
Community designation
for Monmouth and Independence, which would help create opportunities
for residents of all ages to participate in community life. This first session
in a three-part series was about Communication & Information, and
Access to Healthcare.

Attendees admitted they receive most of their information from both
city's respective newsletters and social media, prompting conversations
about accessibility. Additionally, the need for transportation to and from
medical appointments was discussed, with many residents stating that
their specialists reside outside of Polk County.

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/independenceoperahouse-receives-oregon-main-street-revitalization-grant/
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/public-works-projects/
https://www.facebook.com/825571560804064


The cities of Independence and Monmouth look forward to hosting more
senior community forums in the future and making our community more
welcoming for everyone.

Now Hiring Utility 1 PositionNow Hiring Utility 1 Position

Want to join a collaborative team and perform diverse work that matters?

This entry-level position performs a wide variety of duties in the Public
Works Department, under the general guidance and direction of the
Operations Manager. Work such as vehicle, sewer, storm, and street
work are performed somewhat independently. Training and direction are
provided by Utility II and Utility III’s.

Learn more and apply by clicking the button below.

Learn More Here

Heritage Museum Participates inHeritage Museum Participates in
Multi-Stop History TourMulti-Stop History Tour

Four organizations have come together to bring the Willamette Valley an
extraordinary event! The Independence Heritage Museum, the Corvallis
Museum, Oregon Black Pioneers, and OSU’s Reciprocity Garden have

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/independenceor/jobs/4075471/utility-1?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs


created a multi-stop history tour called Exploring History and Feeding the
Mind which will occur on July 8, 2023July 8, 2023.

First, visitors will go to the Independence Heritage Museum to view Fire
and Freedom: Food and Enslavement in Early America. This exhibit,
along with the companion website, was produced by the National Library
of Medicine with guest curator, historian, author, and educator Psyche
Williams-Forson, Ph.D. (University of Maryland, College Park).
 
The traveling exhibition explores ways in which meals can tell us how
power is exchanged between and among different peoples, races,
genders, and classes. In the Chesapeake region during the colonial era,
European settlers relied upon indentured servants, Native Americans,
and enslaved Africans for labor, life-saving knowledge of farming, and
food acquisition, to gain economic prosperity. Fire and Freedom details
life at George Washington’s Mount Vernon plantation and the labor of
enslaved workers to learn about the ways that meals transcend taste
and sustenance.

Learn More and Register Here

Indy Idea Hub Offers FreeIndy Idea Hub Offers Free
Photo Shoot for Small BusinessesPhoto Shoot for Small Businesses

https://www.orheritage.org/events-1/exploring-history-and-feeding-the-mind


Reserve Your Spot Here

MI Rotary Presents 4th of July Kids ParadeMI Rotary Presents 4th of July Kids Parade

 

Recycling Reminders from Brandt'sRecycling Reminders from Brandt's

https://www.indyideahub.org/events


Learn More Here
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