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What Does an IT Director Do?

How do you become an Information Technology professional? What does a
day in the life look like for them?

In our latest "Meet Your City Staff" video series, Independence IT Director
Jason Kistler shares his journey to IT, what he enjoys about his job, and
even showcases an innovative project that impacts our entire community.

"Meet Your City Staff" highlights individuals on the city staff and shares what
they do to keep the city running.

https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
http://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/City-of-Independence_October-27_2023_ESP-1.pdf
https://youtu.be/Mnf9Sqq4xuI
https://www.mitown-climate.org/imagine-our-future
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/


Watch Video Here

REMINDER:
​Downtown Independence Tricks & Treats Event

Returns Next Week

Be part of the magic and join us on Tuesday, October 31, 2023, in
downtown Independence from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM for our Downtown Tricks
and Treats event!

Stop by participating businesses to receive your treats, and don’t forget to
check out our special entertainers performing all sorts of tricks throughout
downtown!

Kids will get the opportunity to see a magician and balloon twister, a singing
clown duo who ride tall bikes, a professional hula hooper, a stilt walker, and
more! Additionally, the Independence Public Library will be hosting a make-
your-own Halloween bag craft for kids. All activities are FREE and family-
friendly, so kick off your Halloween holiday festivities in downtown Indy. A
map showing all participating businesses will be available on the Facebook
event page by October 27.

Visit Event Page

Leaf Pickup Program Begins October 30

https://youtu.be/Mnf9Sqq4xuI
https://fb.me/e/ta4Bo6Dz


Every fall, the Independence public works department picks up leaves for
the residents of Independence whose property has more leaves than the
Brandt’s yard recycling container can hold. This service helps prevent the
impact that leaves can have on the city’s storm drains and rivers.

This year, the following dates will be the pickup weeks:

October 30
November 13
November 27
December 11
December 18
January 2

Learn more about our leaf pickup program by clicking the button below.

Learn More Here

Independence Wins Statewide Award

Original release courtesy
of the League of Oregon

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/leaf-collection/


Cities

EUGENE, Ore. – During its
98th Annual Conference
Friday, the League of
Oregon Cities (LOC)
presented its 2023 Award
for Excellence to the cities
of Monmouth and
Independence for the “M-I
Trolley” program. The
award recognizes
progressive and innovative

city operations and services. This year, the LOC’s Excellence Award was
presented to co-recipients, with the city of Albany also winning for its
biosolids composting project. Additionally, city manager Kenna West was
reappointed as a board of director for the third year in a row and, as of
January 2024, will become senior city manager serving on the executive
committee.

Read More Here

Independence Police Swear-in Newest Officer

Last week, the
Independence Police
Department swore in
Officer Alberto Meza as
the newest member of our
team during an official
ceremony that included
family, friends, and city
staff.

Alberto comes to us from
the Marion County
Sheriff’s Office, where he
worked as a Deputy in the institutions division. His goal from the beginning
was to work on the enforcement side of this profession.
Prior to working in law enforcement, Alberto worked at Salem Health in their
security department. Alberto grew up in Independence and is a Central High
School alumnus, graduating with the class of 2015.
Following high school, he attended Chemeketa Community College and
received his criminal justice certificate and associate degree in law
enforcement.

During the ceremony, Sergeant Gilbert read from the criminal justice code of
ethics. Part of the document reads, “As a criminal justice officer, my
fundamental duty is to serve humankind; to safeguard lives and property; to
protect all persons against deception, the weak against oppression or
intimidation, and the peaceful against violence or disorder; and to respect
the Constitutional rights of all people to liberty, equality

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/cities-of-monmouth-independence-receive-league-of-oregon-cities-excellence-award/


and justice.”

Welcome to our team and congratulations, Officer Meza!

Central Talmadge Plan Hosts Outreach Event

Earlier this week, city staff,
along with our project
consultants, staged an “open
storefront” event at the Gate
for our Central Talmadge
Plan, a project aimed at
creating a new center within
the community, focused
around the commercial,
cultural, social, and health
service activities available
near Central High School.

Conversations were had with community members about the
neighborhood’s needs, safety concerns, and the need to make the area
more accessible for students. Additionally, large poster boards visualized
the project area and the possibilities present in each section of the
neighborhood.

What do you think this neighborhood needs? Share your thoughts with us by
clicking the button below.

Take Survey Here

Download Indy Works App to Report Issues in the City

Did you know the city
of Independence has
an app where you can
submit service
requests, like fixing a
pothole, reporting
graffiti, and more?
Here's an example:

Earlier this week, public
works contractors cut
and ground sidewalk
trip hazards around the
Independence Public
Library, an issue brought to our attention through our Indy Works app.

If you see or hear of any street, sidewalk, or park issue, please report it
here: www.ci.independence.or.us/indy-works/, or download the app from
any app store available.

https://bit.ly/45DmSKv
http://www.ci.independence.or.us/indy-works/


Download App Here

Hear Local Authors' Work During Free Event

What Does a Positive, Sustainable Future Look Like?

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/indy-works/


The Monmouth-Independence Climate Group is inviting artists and writers of
all ages in our community to help answer the question: what does a positive,
sustainable future look like?

Submissions will be open from January 15 to March 31, 2024. The
showcase will open on Earth Day, April 22, 2024. Learn about awards and
more by clicking the button below.

Learn More Here

Donate Coats at the Independence Civic Center

https://www.mitown-climate.org/imagine-our-future
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