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Discover the Rich History of a
Landmark Independence Establishment

Standing on the Northwest corner of Main and Monmouth Street in
downtown Independence is the Hirschberg and Rosendorf building.
Erected in 1884, this architectural icon initially served as a bustling general
merchandise store, evolving over the decades to house a hardware and tin
store, followed by a grocery establishment. In the 1920s the scene
transformed as Sylvester Drug and Watch Repair took over the space. In
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1946 the Sylvester's passed the torch to the enterprising Taylor tfamily ana
the corner remained Taylor’s for over 60 years.

Join Heritage Museum Curator Amy Christensen as she talks with Billie
Kay Herrell, former co-owner and operator of Taylor's, about the store's
history, her father Dee, and the real-world impacts it had beyond being a

simple general store.
Watch Video Here

Free Water Conservation Kits Now Available
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As part of our state-mandated Water Management and Conservation Plan,
the city's public works department is offering free water conservation kits
for residents wanting to participate in water conservation efforts. The kits
include:

1 Trigger Nozzle
1 Plastic Shut-Off Coupling for Garden Hoses
1 Rain Gauge that Measures Rainfall
1 Smart Soil Moisture Meter
[
These kits are limited in supply and available on a first-come, first-serve
basis. Don't wait—Call 503-837-1181 and get yours today before they dry

up.



https://youtu.be/_P-3Yb5U1lg

For more information on the Water Management and Conservation Plan,
water conservation tips, and resources, click the button below.

Learn More Here

Thank You for Another Successful Independence Days

Can you believe it's already been two weeks since our star-spangled
Independence Days celebration?! We had a blast partying with our
residents, visitors, and everyone eager to celebrate our nation's birthday!
From the spectacular talent show to the front-row extravaganza featuring
Jacquie Roar, this year's festivities were off the charts!

We would also like to give a great big shoutout to these sponsors:

* Fireworks Sponsor: Roth's Fresh Markets

 Talent Show Sponsor: The Independence Hotel

e Duck Derby Sponsor: Cabinetworks Group - Independence, OR
* Movie Night: Willamette Health Council

* Presenting Sponsor: COUNTRY Financial

We can’t wait to keep the sparks flying and see you again next year!

80s Music on Display at Next Summer Series Concert
.
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Jennifer Batten & Fullsteam
Opener: Idle Poets (Blues Soul Rock)

LN ' W ) [MICHAELJACKSON/JEFF BECK GUITARIST |5
* =~ =y &FULL STEAM

b, Tk a s Sl DU T d N
[i % -@ . 5 ﬂ"ﬁ, TAY ._:‘u'. 'l [ : él ' L) {'\\ : |§.
73 JENNIFER‘BATTEN '~~~ W}

= ¢ ¥
] g,
S Ve e\ L gt o
ﬁ&h iS 5 W N"“‘"‘"” 2
. |
v & i :’k \ ki e B 3 A 51 on
e s - ALY N
e 3 ; ! 25
7 .u ’__ ‘\g“l

FRIDAY, JULY 19, 2024 AT 6:00PM | $5

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT WWW.CILINDEPENDENCE.OR.US/RIVERS-EDGE-SUMMER-SERIES/

Get ready for an electrifying night at Riverview Park in Independence,
Oregon! This Friday, July 19, 2024, the legendary Jennifer Batten and Full
Steam are taking the stage!

Jennifer Batten, renowned for her virtuosic guitar skills and dynamic
performances, brings her unique blend of rock, pop, and fusion to the park.
She's played alongside icons like Michael Jackson and Jeff Beck, and now
she's ready to rock Independence like never before!

Don't miss this high-energy concert filled with soaring guitar solos, powerful
rhythms, and an unforgettable experience. The night kicks off with an
amazing opener at 6:00 PM, setting the stage for Jennifer Batten who will
start at 8:00 PM. Admission is just $5, and children 10 and under get in
free.

Grab your friends, pack your picnic, and join us for a night of incredible
music under the stars.

Learn More Here


https://www.ci.independence.or.us/rivers-edge-summer-series/

Pedestrian Safety Enforcement Operation
Begins July 24

The Pedestrian
Safety
Enforcement
Operation which
had been
scheduled for July
10, 2024, was
cancelled due to
unforeseen - o)

circumstances. i MEDIA RELEASE
However, it has
now been
rescheduled to this
upcoming Wednesday, July 24, 2024. As part of its ongoing efforts to
improve pedestrian safety in the City of Independence, the Independence
Police Department will be conducting a six (6) hour-long pedestrian safety
enforcement operation that will focus on motorists who fail to yield the right-
of-way to pedestrians.

Regrettably, in 2023 according to the Governors Highway Safety
Association, U.S drivers killed 3,373 pedestrians in the first half of 2023
(January — June). The Independence Police Department is committed to
preventing these tragic deaths and is leading the effort with proactive
enforcement and education programs.

The Department is conducting this public awareness and enforcement
program to educate and encourage members of the community to develop
and maintain safe practices while driving, walking, and cycling throughout
the City of Independence. The six (6) hour-long operation will take place at
crosswalks on Monmouth Street and Main Street within the City of

Independence.
Read More Here

Support Independence’s Life Jacket Loaner Program

As the hot weather
continues, many people
seek to cool off in the
Willamette River. We urge


https://www.ci.independence.or.us/pedestrian-safety-enforcement-operation-begins-july-24/

everyone to take
precautions when enjoying
water activities. Riverview
Park offers two lifejacket
loaner stations: one near
the parking lot and another
by the north gravel bar.
Additionally, life jackets are
available at the
Independence boat ramp
near the Sports Park.

Unfortunately, life jackets
from these stations are often not returned, necessitating frequent
replacements. To help maintain this life jacket loaner program, you can
support it by donating money or new life jackets to the city of
Independence. Monetary donations are accepted at the Independence
Civic Center during regular business hours and are used directly to
purchase additional life jackets. Each donation is considered a charitable
contribution and donors will receive a receipt. Please note that the city
does not accept used life jackets.

To donate or contribute, please email hr@ci.independence.or.us or call
503-838-1212.

First Summer Concert of the Season
Draws Large Crowd

Last Friday, our 2024
River's Edge Summer
Concert Series hit all the
right notes with an
electrifying performance by
the Lynyrd Skynyrd tribute
band, Whiskey River.
Under a stunning setting
sun, the amphitheater was
packed with concert-goers
who danced, sang, and
rocked out to timeless hits
like “Tuesday’s Gone” and
“Freebird.”

Tune in for our next concert this Friday, July 19, 2024, at Riverview Park.
The evening kicks off with Idle Poets at 6 PM, followed by

headliners Jennifer Batten and Full Steam at 8 PM. Admission is just $5,
and children ten and under get in free—no strings attached!


mailto:hr@ci.independence.or.us
https://whiskeyriv.com/
https://idlepoets.com/
https://www.jenniferbatten.com/

We extend a heartfelt thank you to our major sponsor, Riverplace
Apartment Homes, for keeping the music playing with their generous
support.

For more information about the Summer Series, including parking details,
restricted items, band bios, and more, click the button below.

Learn More Here

Mayor McArdle Speaks at US Department of
Transportation Symposium

Earlier this month,
| the U.S.
i T Department of
Transportation
hosted
a Transportation
and Climate
Symposium, a
conference where
climate champions
and innovative
solutions were
recognized.
Solutions that help
make
transportation systems more eco-friendly and create more accessible and
affordable mobility options for all Americans were highlighted. The city of
Independence was one of the highlighted agencies, with Mayor McArdle
venturing to Washington, D.C. to share our experience. The U.S.
Department of Transportation graciously covered all the travel and lodging
expenses associated with the mayor's participation in the symposium.

The mayor spoke during the Tribal and Rural Leadership workshop,
detailing how Independence's focus on downtown revitalization, trails,
bike/pedestrian infrastructure, and economic development are creating a
climate-friendly community. By making our city a place where people can
work, shop, and play without the need for a car, the benefits to the
environment come naturally. In particular, the Ml Trolley was highlighted as
an example of successful rural transit that also creates climate

benefits. While in D.C., McArdle also met with various agency officials
about the benefits of the MI Trolley and its importance within our
community.

"I was proud to share our story on the federal level with those who can help


https://www.riverplacecr.com/
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/rivers-edge-summer-series/
https://www.transportation.gov/priorities/climate-and-sustainability/transportation-and-climate-symposium

Improve the connectivity in our community,” said Mayor IVICArale.

National Night Out Event Returns
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FOLICE = COMMUMNITY PARTNERSHIFS

MONMOUTH & INDEPENDENCE COMMUNITY

NATIONAL

NIGHT OUT 2024

AUGUST 6, 2024 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
200 MONMOUTH-INDEPENDENCE HWY
MONMOUTH, OR 97361

joy a backyard BBQ style celebration

Join us for this year's National Night Out, a backyard BBQ-style celebration
with your local First Responders! Enjoy food, drinks, and lawn games as
we build stronger, safer neighborhoods together.

National Night Out will be held on August 6, 2024, from 6:00 PM to 8:00
PM. The event will take place at Faith Lutheran Church, located at 200




Monmouth-Inaependence Hwy In Monmouth, OR 97361.

Let's make our community a more caring place to live and work. See you
there!
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