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60-Second Council Report - August 13, 2024

Want to know more about what happens at our city council meetings?
Welcome to the 60-Second Council, a video series we created to make it
easier for you to understand the important work happening in our
community. Our goal is to keep you informed and engaged, ensuring that
together, we can continue to build a better, kinder, and stronger city.

For more information on what happens at our city council meetings, visit:
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/

https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/City-of-Independence_August-16_2024_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/DYVnq8ePkHk
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=a429ba3e-e1f5-47a5-9d3b-946759fc83db


Watch Video Here

Local Option Levy Referred to November Ballot

The city of Independence is seeking a five-year local option tax of $1.82
per $1,000 of assessed value, beginning fiscal year 2025-26, to support
operations and maintenance of the City’s museum, library, and parks. The
levy is necessary to continue to operate and maintain the Heritage
Museum, public library, and city parks for the next five years.
 
If approved, the levy would support continued operation and maintenance
of the Heritage Museum, Independence Public library, and city parks for
the next five years, ensuring that current service levels are maintained. 

The Library, Museum, and Parks are funded through June 30, 2025. If the
levy does not pass, city staff will evaluate options and make
recommendations to the Council, which may include:

Reduced Services: This could involve shorter service hours at the
Library and Museum, potentially leading to staff reductions at one or
both facilities.
Facility Closures: The Museum and/or Library may close, which would
result in staff reductions at one or both locations.
Maintenance Cuts and/or Closures: Reduced maintenance across all
parks with possible closure of less frequently used parks.

The proposed rate will raise approximately $1,123,000, $1,156,000,
$1,191,000, $1,227,000, and $1,264,000 over the five fiscal years,

https://youtu.be/DYVnq8ePkHk


respectively.

Learn More Here

Juventino Banuelos Named Next
​Independence Police Chief

Following an extensive search process, Independence Police Detective
Sergeant Juventino Banuelos has been hired as the next Independence
Police Chief. Banuelos will collaborate with current Independence Police
Chief Robert Mason to ensure a smooth transition until Mason retires in
December 2024. Banuelos is expected to officially assume the role on
January 1, 2025.
 
“I am thrilled that Tino will take over as my successor,” said Chief Mason.
“With a proven track record of dedicated service, strong leadership, and a
deep sense of compassion, I am confident he will enhance the
department’s efforts to protect and serve our community.”
 
“Tino brings a wealth of experience, passion, and heart to our exceptional
agency,” shared City Manager Kenna West. “I am excited to work
alongside him on our management team.”

Read More Here

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/local-option-levy-for-city-library-museum-and-parks/
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/juventino-banuelos-named-next-independence-police-chief/


C Street Construction Continues at Good Pace

You may have noticed
contract work has restarted
on the C Street sewer line
replacement project. This
decades-old line has
reached the end of its
useful life, necessitating
improvements. The project
will replace the sewer
main, manholes, and
laterals within public rights
of way and install
cleanouts at property lines.

This week, the contractor
installed the sewer line
past Independence
Elementary School and is
between 5th and 6th
Street. The contractor
anticipates construction
around the school to be
completed prior to start of
classes. The anticipated
project completion is October 2024. Construction work hours are 7:00 AM
to 7:00 PM, Monday through Friday. Please be alert for flaggers and traffic
control devices guiding you through the construction zone.

The city appreciates your patience and understanding as we complete this
vital utility work.

Progress Made on Willamette River Trail

Last Friday, public
works staff
conducted a site
visit at the
Willamette River
Trail realignment,
carefully assessing
the progress on
this cherished
Independence
amenity.



Significant
progress is being
made, with
excavation,
grading, and
marking well
underway.
As a reminder, the
temporary detour
route will guide
you along Main
Street, with a right
turn onto Grand
Street, leading you
to the

Independence Dog Park. Traffic cones and signage are in place to ensure
a smooth and safe passage. The north end of the trail remains open and
accessible for those looking to enjoy a stroll.

In just a couple of weeks, you’ll be able to fully enjoy this iconic
Independence landmark once again. The city greatly appreciates your
patience and understanding as we work to enhance the safety and
accessibility of this beloved trail for everyone in our community.

Independence Police Release Monthly Report

Have you been curious about what our officers have been up to all month?
The Independence Police Department is sharing a sample of the calls for
service each month to inform and educate community members on the
work we do.



JULY 2024
In July, officers engaged in 909 activities, including 41 Arrests (Adults and
juveniles), 24 check welfares, 19 domestic disturbances, 8 hit-and-run
Crashes, 19 emotional health calls, and 40 Suspicious Activity / Person /
Vehicle calls

Read More Here

2024 City Council Election Information

At the 2024 General Election on November 5th, the positions for Mayor and
three Councilor positions will appear on the ballot. The filing period for
interested candidates begins on June 5, 2024, and all filing requirements
must be completed by 5:00 PM on August 27, 2024.

OPEN CITY OF INDEPENDENCE POSITIONS
Mayor Currently held by John McArdle Two-year term

Councilor Pos. #3 Currently held by Dawn Roden Four-year term
Councilor Pos. #5 Currently held by Sarah Jobe Four-year term

Councilor Pos. #6 Currently held by Kathy Martin-Willis Four-year term

All positions are non-partisan.
Council positions are elected at large, meaning candidates may reside
in any area within the city limits of Independence.
All positions are volunteer/non-paid.
All terms will begin on January 1, 2025. Swearing in will occur at the
first meeting of the City Council on January 14, 2025.

QUALIFICATIONS AND RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS
To qualify as a candidate for Mayor or City Councilor, you must be:

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/independence-police-release-monthly-report-2/


A qualified elector under the laws and Constitution of the State of
Oregon, and a registered voter of the City of Independence; and,
A resident of the City of Independence who has resided continuously
within the City during the 12 months immediately preceding the
election.

The Independence City Recorder, Karin Johnson, is the Elections Officer
for the City of Independence. Please contact Ms. Johnson at 503.837.1172
or via email at kjohnson@ci.independence.or.us for additional information.
Candidate packets are available at City Hall and on the city’s website, at:
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/city-recorder/

Learn More Here

Community Fiesta Returns this Weekend

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/city-recorder/
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/elections-voter-services/
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