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Stay Informed and Engaged with Our
60-Second Council Video Report

Want to know more about what happens at our city council meetings?
Welcome to the 60-Second Council, a new video series we're starting to
make it easier for you to understand the important work happening in our
community. Our goal is to keep you informed and engaged, ensuring that
together, we can continue to build a better, kinder, and stronger city.



https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/City-of-Independence_August-2_2024_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/y1hzMFmCGfM
https://youtu.be/H_3GGQwOP10
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=eeafc4b7-4a07-4960-9c92-6ae3e487a2ec

For more information on what happens at our city council meetings, visit:
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/

Watch Video Here

Hear Stories from Independence Police Veterans

INDEPENDENCE
POLICE

VIDEO
NEWSLETTER

In this month's Independence Police video newsletter, we have a special
feature with three retired members of the department. They share their
unique journeys to the Independence Police Department, recount some of
their favorite memories, and tell fascinating stories from their time in
service. Join us for this insightful and nostalgic look into the history and
experiences of those who have served our community.

Watch Video Here

Willamette River Trail Construction Starts August 8

A section of the Willamette River Trail in
Riverview Park will be closed for
realignment starting on August 8, 2024.
Please refer to the detour map on the

right. To continue your journey, head up
to Main Street and turn right onto Grand
Street, which will lead you to the
Independence Dog Park. You can also
start your adventure from the north end of



https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/
https://youtu.be/y1hzMFmCGfM
https://youtu.be/H_3GGQwOP10
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The construction is expected to take three
weeks. This realignment is necessary due
to bank erosion along Ash Creek, which
requires moving the path to ensure user
safety. City staff thoroughly evaluated
potential detours that could accommodate
both equipment and pedestrians, but the
options were limited due to the trail's
narrowness.
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The city of Independence appreciates
your patience and understanding as we
work to make this trail safe and
accessible for everyone in our
community.

Independence Receives $4 Million for
Wastewater Infrastructure

U.S. Economic Development Administration

A bureau of the U.S. Department of Commerce

ED-A

Today, U.S. Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo announced the
Department’s Economic Development Administration (EDA) is awarding a
$4 million grant to the city of Independence, Oregon, for wastewater
infrastructure improvements to support job creation in the region.

This grant will support the renovation and expansion of the city’s
wastewater treatment plant, increasing the system’s resilience to future
natural disasters. This EDA investment will be matched with $1 million in
local funds and is expected to create or retain nearly 250 jobs and
generate $25 million in private investment, according to grantee estimates.




“The Biden-Harris Administration knows that infrastructure is crucial to
building an economy that works for all Americans,” said Secretary of
Commerce Gina Raimondo. “This EDA investment will allow the city of
Independence to strengthen the wastewater treatment system, bolstering
the local economy and community.”

“The Economic Development Administration is pleased to support the city
of Independence, Oregon, as it builds capacity for economic growth in the
region,” said Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Economic Development
Alejandra Y. Castillo. “This project will provide critical upgrades to
wastewater infrastructure that will not only build economic resiliency, but
will also allow for future business growth and expansion.”

“Aging water infrastructure is stalling community development across our
state,” said Governor Tina Kotek. “This award will allow the City of
Independence to advance critical economic development opportunities and
provide resilient wastewater services. Oregon is grateful for the leadership
and investment in infrastructure improvements from the Biden-Harris

Administration.”
Read More Here

Get Involved by Joining a Board or Commission
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Learn more and apply at:
www.ci.independence.or.us

Want to make a difference in your community and be part of the process?
Consider applying for one of our open board or commission positions.


https://www.ci.independence.or.us/public-works-projects/

Currently, we have openings on the following boaras and commissions:

e Heritage Museum Advisory Board
e Parks Board
o Traffic Safety Commission

To apply, fill out an application, click the button below.

Learn More Here

Sunset Meadows Park Construction Moves Forward

Construction at
Sunset Meadows
Park is well
underway, and the
community’s vision
is coming to life.
The installation of
boulder walls,
concrete edging,
ramps, and
irrigation systems
is progressing
smoothly. Public
Works is closely
monitoring the
progress and is excited to announce that the project is on track for
completion within the next few months.

Stay informed about our public works projects and discover more about the
transformative changes happening in our city by clicking the button below.

Learn More Here

Independence Police Swear-in Newest Officer

Last week saw the official
swearing-in of our newest
Officer, Eric Alcaraz. Eric
graduated from Western
Oregon University, earning
a Bachelor of Science in
Exercise Science with a



https://www.ci.independence.or.us/boards-commissions-2/
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/public-works-projects/

minor in Human Biology.
While at WOU, he was part
of the track and cross-
country teams. After
graduation, Eric decided to
pursue a career in law
enforcement. He worked
as a security guard at the
Nike World Headquarters
for two years, then at the
Marion County Sheriff’s
Office as an institution
sheriff’'s deputy for about

three years.

Beyond his professional pursuits, Eric enjoys exercise (lifting and running),
outdoor activities (fishing and hiking), and spending time with friends and
family.

During the ceremony, the police officer code of ethics and “What an Officer
Is” were read. Part of the latter read, “As a police officer, you are expected
to be compassionate and gentle, full of wisdom and patience, and possess
limitless knowledge, perfect discernment, demonstrate incredible physical
skills, and an unending amount of energy and endurance, and have the
ability to ask all the right questions while knowing all of the answers. This is
a career where you possess great responsibility and authority—all while
making a real difference in the lives of others.”

Join us in welcoming Officer Alcaraz to the team!

Don't Miss Out on Summer Concert Fun




T]TLL L

If you're not at the River's Edge Summer Series, you're seriously missing
out on the ultimate jam session! Last Friday's concert featuring the
amazing Fleetwood Mac tribute band, Taken by the Sky, was off the charts!
The amphitheater was packed, people were dancing like no one's
watching, and the good vibes were as high as Stevie Nicks' platform boots.

But don't fret, there's still time to catch the magic! This Friday, August 2,
2024, at 6 PM, we're turning up the volume with Hysteria, a Def Leppard
tribute band that will rock your world. Get ready to Pour Some Sugar On
your summer night and Photograph those memories—this show is too epic
to miss! Remember, Love Bites when you're not at the concert, so bring
your friends and make this a night to remember!

A huge thank you to our major sponsor, Riverplace Apartment Homes, for
helping us make these concerts unforgettable. For more information about
the Summer Series, including parking details, restricted items, band bios,
and more, click the button below.

Learn More Here

Receive Home Repair Assistance from Polk County



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064158967425&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZV92BQlcNRzXNKdLe3ErIMFSKLg4eGb5Fzn2uDmT2UitqG43_gOoOyvW8F0LsFNCj7T13i921YeFDe-PjW-Y4E_bYXQp_Trbth-2otkD5ftlxrTev59-Q2w0MB0u_RbkT4gEYZnGOZ2Dxz-ArKWv-3t4JbZx5m0JVmhMv1WhCDbupKqk-DlKtJx2Y4jzpuZEHDaVRbkRFFPvrMnPzrGHvMjGQKcvDJcrpeHAQOPVElm9_wCqxfqU9ismh_0rRuLRvo&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/rivers-edge-summer-series/

DO YOU OWN :ES DUENO DE

A HOME IN POLK COUNTY? UNA CASA ENEL CONDADO DE POLK?

Are you in need of major home repairs or upgrades? . Necesita reparaciones importantes o actualizaciones?

I‘ B ?uu mu* quu"{? *nr = |uw\.|n|&m[ huma raPﬂir & EI =5 a5, Fuﬂdﬂ f_‘ﬂll"lf_‘ﬂr Pllm un P'I'\ﬂ‘Blﬂl'I'Iﬂ dﬂ IEFUIIIL'IIII'I "'

improvement loan or CDBG Housing Rehabilitation
Grant, Loan funds are available immediately. Grant
Funds are available periodically.

mejora de vivienda a bajo interés o una subvencion de
rehabilitacién de vivienda de CDBG. Los fondos de préstamo
estan disponibles de inmediato. Los fondos de lo subvencidn
estan disponibles peridgdicamente.

ELIGIBLE REPAIRS REPARACIONES ELEGIBLES

= Foundations » Roofing » Cimientos + Techumber

= Painting = Plumbing = Pintura + Plomeria
+ Windows & Siding « Heating A- Ventanas y Revestimiento= Calefaccion

AND MUCH MORE! Y MUCHO MAS!

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION

Nenprofit Organization

Organizacién sin fines de lucro

Before

After

POLK CDC IN PARTNERSHIP WITH POLK CDC EN ASOCIACION CON
ENERGY TRUST OF OREGON NOW ENERGY TRUST OF OREGON AHORA
OFFERS FREE HOME ENERGY OFRECE EVALUACION GRATIS DE
ASSESSMENTS ENERGIA DE TU HOGAR

FIND OUT IF YOU QUALIFY FOR DISCOUNTS THAT MAY DESCUBRE 5| CALIFICAS PARA DESCUENTOS QUE
COVER THE FULL COST OF ENERGY-EFFICIENT HOME PUEDEN CUBRIR EL TOTAL DE LAS ACTUALIZACIONES DE
UPGRADES ENERGIA EFICIENTE PARA EL HOGAR

ENERGY EFFICIENT UPGRADES ACTUALIZACIONES ENERGETICAS EFICIENTES

+ Insulation * Heat pumps & Ductless splitunits * Aislamiento «» Bombas de calor de sistemas dividido
* Windows = Hotwater heaters + Ventanas = calentador de agua caliente

Kelli Burnharn, NMLS f1257255

2. For more information please contact:
it

Phone: (503) £31-3173
Bl Emall kburnham@palkede.org ping ety ki RO - rg}fTrust
HURTLRATEES wigit us online: wwow,polkcde.org Wisitenios en finea: wwwpolicde.ong of Oregon

Learn More Here

National Night Out Event Next Tuesday



https://www.polkcdc.org/home-repair-finance-program

FOLICE - COMMUMNITY PARTNEREHIFE

MONMOUTH & INDEPENDENCE COMMUNITY

NATIONAL

NIGHT OUT 2024

AUGUST 6, 2024 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
200 MONMOUTH-INDEPENDENCE HWY
MONMOUTH, OR 97361

joy a backyard BBQ style celebration

Join us for this year's National Night Out, a backyard BBQ-style celebration
with your local First Responders! Enjoy food, drinks, and lawn games as

we build stronger, safer neighborhoods together.

National Night Out will be held on August 6, 2024, from 6:00 PM to 8:00
PM. The event will take place at Faith Lutheran Church, located at 200

Monmouth-Independence Hwy in Monmouth, OR 97361.

Let's make our community a more caring place to live and work. See you

there!
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https://www.facebook.com/IndependenceOregon
https://twitter.com/IndependenceOR
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