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Local Option Levy - Frequently Asked Questions

The city of Independence is seeking a five-year local option tax of $1.82
per $1,000 of assessed value, beginning fiscal year 2025-26, to support
operations and maintenance of the City’s museum, library, and parks. The
levy is necessary to continue to operate and maintain the Heritage
Museum, public library, and city parks for the next five years.
 
If approved, the levy would support continued operation and maintenance
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of the Heritage Museum, Independence Public library, and city parks for
the next five years, ensuring that current service levels are maintained. 

We understand that navigating the details of local taxes and city policies
can be complex. To support you in making informed choices, we’ve
gathered answers to some of the most frequently asked questions from our
community.

Learn More Here

Bridge to Success program at the Independence Civic Center

Earlier this month, we had the pleasure of welcoming students from Central
School District 13J's Bridge to Success program to the Independence Civic
Center!

The students spent their field trip diving into the inner workings of our city
government. They learned how our Information Technology department
plays a crucial role during emergencies, explored the Independence Police
Department, and even cracked a mini-case with Sergeant (and our next
Chief!) Tino Banuelos.

Their visit also included a mock city council meeting with City Manager
Kenna West, where they tackled the challenge of balancing the city budget
through a hands-on activity.

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/local-option-levy-for-city-library-museum-and-parks/
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We're thrilled to continue our partnership with Central School District,
helping more students discover the ins and outs of city government and
nurturing the next generation of civic leaders.

Polk County - Safe Routes to School Project

Polk County has made
significant progress on the
Safe Routes to School
project, which aims to
improve safety for children
walking or biking to school.

Last week, curbs were
installed, paving began,
and the contractor started
work on swales and
sidewalks. The project,
funded through a Safe
Routes to School grant, focuses on adding bicycle lanes and sidewalks
along Hoffman Road and Gun Club Road, along with an enhanced
pedestrian crossing at the Marigold Road and Gun Club Road intersection.
These improvements are designed to provide a safer route for students
traveling to schools in the area.

While this is a Polk County initiative, the city of Independence is directly
impacted by the project. The city is also installing a left-hand turn lane for
northbound traffic turning from Gun Club Road onto Hoffman Road.
Construction, which began in June 2024, is on track for completion by the
end of the month.

For more information about the Oregon Department of Transportation’s
Safe Routes to School program, visit oregonsaferoutes.org.

Learn More Here

Willamette River Trail Now Open

Exciting update!

The Willamette
River Trail
Realignment
Project is now
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complete, and the
trail is officially
open! The new
alignment offers a
safer and fully
accessible path
along Ash Creek,
and we look
forward to seeing
this safe, beautiful,
and fully
accessible
pathway used
daily!

Thank you to our community for your patience during the three-week
construction period!

Three Temporary Mid-Block Crossings on Monmouth St.

On Monday, August 26, 2024, the city of Independence installed three
temporary mid-block crossings on Monmouth Street (OR-51) at 13th Street,
the existing mid-block crossing by Central High School, and 17th Street.
These temporary crosswalks aim to improve safety for students and
residents, especially those from Ash Creek Mobile Home Park, by
providing safer routes across the highway. Currently, no crosswalks exist
between 7th Street and Gun Club Road or between 16th Street and the



Monmouth S-curves.

The crosswalks will be in place for one month, during which the city and the
Oregon Department of Transportation will assess their effectiveness. This
evaluation will inform permanent improvements and ideally help secure
grant funding. The project aligns with priorities identified in the
Independence Transportation System Plan and the Central Talmadge Plan.
It is being carried out in partnership with our project consultant and the
Oregon Department of Transportation.

To learn more about the Central Talmadge Plan, visit:
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/central-talmadge-plan/

Learn More Here

Historic Preservation Award - Berean Baptist Church

It’s often said that windows are the eyes of a house, offering a glimpse into
the heart of spaces that nurture community and meaning. At the Berean
Baptist Church in Independence, the windows, which once stood as a
testament to the building's history, were in need of restoration. That’s
where local historic restoration expert Joseph Sakrisson of Valley
Woodworks came in.

Hired by the city through a grant from the National Park Service and
managed by the Oregon Historic Preservation Office, Joseph employed a
meticulous approach and a deep passion for his craft to restore the

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/central-talmadge-plan/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3yA6ZM4age2Ri9XzpVFKPRglcqCEcCMfrk-i9RsalHojxHY8vrDpsQvr4_aem_xgLcnl0dv3NjOTsmqzcPRw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ci.independence.or.us%2Fcentral-talmadge-plan%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3yA6ZM4age2Ri9XzpVFKPRglcqCEcCMfrk-i9RsalHojxHY8vrDpsQvr4_aem_xgLcnl0dv3NjOTsmqzcPRw&h=AT3OYr131tJcWjkvzpvUXJTX7INkutw_z3vrwidSqBRg7a8H_JuEUnY2LtQn0hcWJycy3UOSdmmNnPJ1heilx6YwFc9bgSFelT8DrE9K2DjwaZNKzvsyxrffgNXkAfw_SnF2&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT1nRZg0KYeeqFANc_c9JscuYkRADe7fGTyEq2nUoMLv82jpifoxSeajSusmi8LMCLflLbrx17vKBf-WKz4OnwUvSUZzU9uUzAl3wiHZC-HzO4tjhe2jtH94gdxQvtY8NPVEopGj2KJmNrc-cF8RErDeUCV1FW7AL4CQiy_VWs1tTlzBys-JJy8KQkfLLPw4gaYipaxYtW8eYHc-E3lgD5sQnMucdvUGWnSe


church’s windows to their original stained-glass splendor.

Watch Video Here

Closing Out River's Edge Summer Series 2024

The final concert
of this season's
River's Edge
Summer Series
was a blast,
featuring the
incredible La
Super Sonora
Dinamita and
Conjunto Alegre!

We want to send
a massive THANK YOU to everyone who attended and made this season
so special. The amphitheater was packed week after week, and the vibes
were simply unbeatable. It was a summer full of unforgettable moments,
and we couldn’t have asked for a better crowd to share it with.

We’re already counting down the days until next year’s fun! In the
meantime, there are plenty of exciting activities happening in and around
Independence, so stay tuned!

A special thanks to our Major Sponsor, Riverplace Apartment Homes, for
making this season possible.
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