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60-Second Council - November 12, 2024 Meeting

Feeling out of the loop? Welcome to 60-Second Council—your quick, easy
way to stay informed about the important work shaping our community. In
just one minute, get the key takeaways from city council meetings, so you
can stay connected and engaged as we work together to build a better,
stronger, and kinder city.

For more details about city council discussions, visit:

https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/City-of-Independence_November-22_2024_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/nqwAcELKr4k
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=5f1be76e-0b06-44ce-8eeb-290603980d46


https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/

Want to stay even more in the know? Subscribe for email updates on
public meetings here:
https://ciindependenceor.civicweb.net/Portal/Subscribe.aspx

Watch Video Here

Holiday Light Display Kick-off Event Coming Soon

Get ready to light up your holiday season at our Glow Holiday Light Display
kickoff event! Join us on Sunday, December 1, 2024, at 5:30 PM in
Riverview Park for an evening filled with carols, cheer, and holiday spirit.

Our brilliant light displays will shine every night in Riverview Park through
January 12, 2025—and the best part? They’re free to walk through, so you
can jingle all the way through the park and enjoy the holiday magic!

Don't miss this sparkling experience that's sure to be a seasonal treat for
the whole family!

Shape the Future of Independence's Park System

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/
https://ciindependenceor.civicweb.net/Portal/Subscribe.aspx
https://youtu.be/nqwAcELKr4k


Last week, we held a Parks Master Plan open house at the Independence
Civic Center. It was a fantastic opportunity for community members to
share ideas and feedback about the future of our parks facilities. We were
joined by our consulting team, who helped guide discussions and answer
questions about this important process.

​This plan will guide the development of our parks for the next 20 years, so
your input is vital! If you missed the in-person meeting, you can share your
thoughts and help shape the long-term vision for our parks by taking our
survey below.

Take the Survey

New Water Rate Structure Coming January 2025

Beginning January 1, 2025, the City of Independence will implement a new
block pricing structure for water rates. For most residents, this change
means you’ll remain in the Base Block with water usage charged at the
base rate of $3.70 per unit.

For customers who use more than 14 units of water per billing cycle, the
following tiered rates will apply:

Base Block (up to 14 units): $3.70 per unit
Block 1 (15 to 30 units): $4.29 per unit
Block 2 (over 30 units): $4.63 per unit

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/parksmasterplan2024


Note: One unit equals approximately 750 gallons, and the typical single-
family home uses about 5 to 6 units of water each month.
In addition to the rate adjustment, we’re undertaking a multi-year project to
replace the city’s aging water meters. Upgrading these meters ensures
accurate readings, as older meters may not fully reflect actual water use.
Public Works Operations is working closely with contractors to make this
transition seamless, and we expect the project to be completed within the
next four years.

We appreciate your patience and cooperation during the meter
replacement process. As always, we encourage everyone to conserve
water whenever possible to protect our precious resources and keep your
water bills as low as possible.

For more information about the new rates or the meter replacement project,
click the button below.

Learn More Here

THE WALL THAT HEALS is Coming to
Independence in 2025

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Replica Wall and Mobile Education Center
spreads healing legacy of The Wall and educates about the impact of the

Vietnam War

The Wall That Heals , a three-quarter scale replica of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial along with a mobile Education Center, is coming to
Independence, Oregon on September 18 through 21, 2025 at the
Independence Sports Complex and will be open 24 hours a day and free to
the public.  The Wall That Heals  honors the more than three million

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/water/


Americans who served in the U.S. Armed forces in the Vietnam War, and it
bears the names of the 58,281 men and women who made the ultimate
sacrifice in Vietnam.

“It is healing to welcome the Wall that Heals to Independence,” said Billy
Whisenant, Commander of the American Legion Post 33. “Having served
as a Marine in Vietnam 67-68 it is deeply personal for me, and I am
honored to be a part of the support and effort of the city of Independence
and fellow citizens who have contributed to hosting the Wall that Heals. We
all look forward to welcoming you and appreciate this opportunity to
remember, remind, and pay our respects to our countrymen and women
who served, fought, and died in Vietnam and to the families who lost their
loved ones and helped us with our personal wars after Vietnam.”
 
“We are honored and thrilled to welcome The Wall That Heals  to
Independence,” said Independence Mayor John McArdle. “This moving
tribute provides our community with a profound opportunity to reflect,
honor, and connect with the sacrifices made by those who served. We look
forward to sharing in this powerful experience together.”

Read More Here

Myra Russell Appointed as the Next City Recorder

The city of Independence is
pleased to announce the
appointment of Myra Russell as
the new City Recorder. Russell, a
resident of Independence, has
been with the city for over six
years, starting her journey in 2018
as an accountant/payroll
specialist. Since then, she has
expanded her role, adding court
administration to her duties and
becoming an integral part of the
city’s operations.

Russell’s decision to work for the
city of Independence was driven
by her desire to serve the local
community. “I wanted to work
closer to home and contribute to
the community,” she explained.
Her family’s deep roots in the
area, including her grandparents who farmed the fields, further fueled her

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/the-wall-that-heals-is-coming-to-independence-in-2025/


commitment to serving her hometown.

In her new role as City Recorder, Russell looks forward to embracing new
challenges and expanding her skill set. “I’ve always enjoyed learning new
things, and I’m excited about the variety of tasks the City Recorder position
offers,” she said. She aims to bring the same dedication and adaptability to
this role that has defined her work with payroll and court administration.

As she steps into this new role, Russell is eager to engage with residents
and ensure their needs are met. “If I don’t know the answer, I’ll find it,” she
said, emphasizing her dedication to transparency and service.

Russell holds a degree in Elementary Education from Western Oregon
University and has a wealth of experience, having worked her way up from
a bagger to a position in the corporate finance department at Roth’s.
Outside of her professional life, Russell enjoys building with Legos and
creating stained glass art.

The city of Independence is excited to welcome Myra Russell into this
important position and looks forward to her continued contributions to the
community.

4 Easy Steps to Save Water this Winter



Did you know there are simple ways to conserve water at home and lower
your utility bills? The City of Independence is here to help with 4 easy
steps:

1. Use washing machines and dishwashers efficiently.
2. Turn off taps when not in use.
3. Install water-efficient showerheads.
4. Shorten your shower to less than 5 minutes.

Make every drop count this winter! For more water-saving tips, click the
button below.



Learn More Here

Shop Local this Holiday Season

Join the Independence Downtown Association and the Heritage Museum in
downtown Independence for a magical holiday shopping experience! The
Downtown Holiday Market will showcase the best local artisans and small
businesses, offering one-of-a-kind gifts that you won’t find anywhere else.
Whether you're looking for handcrafted jewelry, cozy knitwear, unique
home décor, or delicious homemade treats, there’s something special for
everyone on your list.

You will be able to pick up a map of vendor locations from the Heritage
Museum or find it online: www.downtownindependence.com/dhm
Shop local, support your community, and find the perfect gift!

November 30th from 12PM - 5PM in downtown Independence.

Visit their Website
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