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Local Option Levy Rejected by Voters

As of this writing, the local option levy to fund the library, museum, and
parks has not passed, and we appreciate everyone who took the time to
vote and make their voices heard. The city now faces important decisions
about the future of these departments, which remain funded through June
30, 2025.

City leadership will develop options for how to proceed. Our commitment
now, as always, is to ensure we’ve thoroughly explored every option and
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make the decision as transparently as possible.

Please stay tuned for updates as we navigate the road ahead.

Holiday Light Display Returns to Independence

Get ready to light up your holiday season at our Glow Holiday Light Display
kickoff event! Join us on Sunday, December 1, 2024, at 5:30 PM in
Riverview Park for an evening filled with carols, cheer, and holiday spirit.

Our brilliant light displays will shine every night in Riverview Park through
January 12, 2025—and the best part? They’re free to walk through, so you
can jingle all the way through the park and enjoy the holiday magic!

Don't miss this sparkling experience that's sure to be a seasonal treat for
the whole family!

Shape the Future of Independence's Park System



The city of Independence is updating its Park System Master Plan to
improve our parks and meet the needs of our growing community. We're
looking at current amenities and planning for future upgrades, including
funding strategies.

We need your input! Join us at our Open House on Thursday, November
14, 2024, at 6:30 PM in the Independence Civic Center to share your
thoughts on park priorities, needed improvements, and any challenges you
see. This is the first of two open houses, so help us shape the future of our
parks!

Watch Video Here

Ribbon-Cutting Event Welcomes Sunset Meadows Park

https://youtu.be/X2WqyRQ3nsU


Parks are places where the community gathers, where connections are
built, and where memories are made. Yesterday’s ribbon-cutting at Sunset
Meadows Park captured all of that and more. Under sunny skies, neighbors
came together to explore the new nature play area, equipment, and picnic
areas, celebrating our city’s newest addition.

Mayor McArdle expressed pride in the collective effort behind the park,
sharing, “This park is a reminder of what we can accomplish together, and
I’m so proud to be part of a community that values and invests in shared
spaces like this.” Sunset Meadows reflects our community’s vision, first
imagined in the 2015 Master Plan when residents shared their dreams of
accessible, beautiful green spaces. Thanks to all the funders including
the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, T-Mobile’s Hometown
Grant Program, Pacific Power, Marr Brothers, AARP, as well as system
development charges, this dream has become a reality.

We also extend heartfelt appreciation to community partners like the
Western Oregon University Football Team, Keller Associates, and Servpro,
along with the many friends and neighbors who donated time to plant trees
and greenery throughout the park.

Here’s to a future filled with fun, friendship, and joy at Sunset Meadows
Park!
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Have you been curious about what our officers have been up to all month?

The Independence Police Department is sharing a sample of the calls for
service each month to inform and educate community members on the
work we do.

OCTOBER 2024
In October, officers engaged in 855 activities, including 23 Arrests (Adults
and Juvenile), 18 check welfares, 12 domestic disturbances, 4 hit-and-run
crashes, 18 emotional health calls, and 33 Suspicious Activity / Person /
Vehicle calls.

Read Full Report

Independence Issues Operation Green Light
Proclamation

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/independence-police-release-monthly-report-4/


WHEREAS, the community of Independence has great respect, admiration,
and the
utmost gratitude for all of the men and women who have selflessly served
our
country and this community in the Armed Forces; and
WHEREAS, the contributions and sacrifices of the men and women who
served in the
Armed Forces have been vital in maintaining the freedom and way of life
enjoyed by our community; and
WHEREAS the City of Independence seeks to honor those individuals who
have paid the
high price for freedom by placing themselves in harm’s way for the good of
all;
and
WHEREAS, Veterans continue to serve our community in Veteran Services
Organizations,
National Guard, civil service, and by functioning as County Veteran Officers
to
help fellow former service members access federal health, disability and
compensation benefits each year; and
WHEREAS, the City of Independence appreciates the sacrifices of our
United States Military
Veterans and believes specific recognition should be granted;
NOW ‘THEREFORE, I, John McArdle, Mayor of the City of Independence,
‘DO HEREBY
PROCLAIM November 4, 2024 through November 11, 2024, a time to
salute and honor the
service and sacrifice of our military veterans, and that in observance of
Operation Green Light



the City of Independence City Hall shall be illuminated with green lights for
the month of
November, and that the community of Independence is encouraged to
recognize the
importance of honoring our military veterans by displaying a green light in a
window of their
place of business or residence.
Done, this 23rd day of October, 2024

Meet the Artist Frances Stillwell

Meet Oregon artist Frances Stilwell as she speaks about her art on exhibit
at the Heritage Museum on loan to us from the Oregon Historical
Society. Frances Stilwell, born in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1940, is an artist with a
passion for science. She earned degrees in Botany (BA, 1963) and Botany-
Biophysics (MS, 1967) from the University of Cincinnati. In 1969, she
moved to Oregon, where she combined her love for art and science.
Working primarily in pastels, she documented Oregon’s native plants in
their natural habitats. 

RSVP Here

Downtown Holiday Market Returns to Independence

https://www.orheritage.org/events-1/meet-the-artist-frances-stilwell


Explore a variety of downtown locations for a magical holiday shopping
experience! You will find vendors throughout downtown nestled amongst
our already bustling businesses. These local artisans and small businesses
will be offering one-of-a-kind gifts that you won’t find anywhere else.



Whether you're looking for handcrafted jewelry, cozy knitwear, unique
home décor, or delicious homemade treats, there’s something special for
everyone on your list.
 
Shop local, support your community, and find the perfect gift!

Visit their Website

Independence Public Library November Calendar
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