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Public Safety Fee Coming January 2025

On June 11, 2024, the Independence City Council adopted the city’s
budget, which includes a new public safety fee aimed at enhancing local
law enforcement services and ensuring long-term community safety.

https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/City-of-Independence_December-6_2024_ESP-1.pdf
https://youtu.be/-zgze7DhhB0
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=38260797-f1d9-4429-aa40-fce52a59eb77


Starting in January 2025, the public safety fee will be included as a line
item on your monthly utility bill. The fee will start at $20 per month for the
first six months, decrease to $17 per month in July 2025, and further
reduce to $10 per month by July 2026. Starting in December 2026, the fee
will be adjusted annually to reflect inflation as measured by the CPI-West
Region.

This dedicated funding source will generate approximately $1.06 million
annually for the Independence Police Department, enabling the city to
stabilize its public safety budget and increase staffing levels over time.

With this investment, Independence is prioritizing a safer, more secure
community for all residents, ensuring that our police department is
equipped to serve and protect both now and in the future.

Learn More Here

Glow Lights Kick-off Holiday Season

Last Sunday, Riverview Park came alive with holiday cheer at the Glow
Holiday Light Display Kickoff Event! Families, friends, and neighbors
gathered to enjoy festive carols, magical lights, and the true spirit of the
season.

If you missed the kickoff, don’t worry—the Glow Holiday Light Display will
shine brightly every evening through January 12, 2025, and it’s completely
FREE to walk through! Bring your loved ones to experience the holiday
magic!

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/city-budget/


Share Your Vision for Our Parks

Did you miss our Parks Master Plan open house? No problem! You can still
share your thoughts and help shape the vision for our parks by taking the
online survey below. This plan will guide the development of our parks for
the next 20 years and your input matters!

Learn more about the Parks Master Plan process and what’s coming next:
www.ci.independence.or.us/parksmasterplan2024-26

Take the Survey

Independence Awarded EDA Grant for Water Treatment
Plant Design Project

http://www.ci.independence.or.us/parksmasterplan2024-26
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/parksmasterplan2024


The city of Independence has been awarded a $440,318 grant from the
U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) as part of the 2023
Disaster Supplemental Funding program. This significant investment will
support critical planning and preliminary design work for a new water
treatment plant, ensuring a sustainable water supply for the community for
decades to come while enhancing the region’s infrastructure resilience.

The project includes a feasibility study, preliminary design, and wetland
delineation fieldwork for a new raw water intake facility and its associated
treatment processes. With a total project cost of $550,398, this effort is
poised to provide the data and groundwork necessary to develop
infrastructure that supports economic development, business retention, and
population growth in Polk County and beyond.

“This grant represents a vital step forward in ensuring Independence has
the resources to reliably supply water to our growing community for
generations,” said City Manager Kenna West, JD. “By investing in resilient
infrastructure, we are not only safeguarding our resources but also laying
the foundation for economic growth and sustainability in our region.”

Read More Here

Indy Works Application Update

We want to let you know that the Indy Works app is
currently disabled due to ongoing technical issues.
Our team is fully aware of the situation and is
working hard to bring a new and improved system
online within the next few months.

In the meantime, if you need assistance, please
don’t hesitate to reach out:

- Independence Police Department (non-
emergency): (503) 838-1214
- City Mainline: (503) 838-1212

We appreciate your patience and understanding as we work to restore

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/independence-secures-eda-grant-for-water-project/


these services.

Celebrate Mayor McArdle at his Retirement Gathering

Join us in celebrating Mayor McArdle's remarkable over 25 years of
dedicated service to the Independence community at his retirement
celebration!

This special event will be held on Thursday, December 19, 2024, from 5:00
PM to 6:30 PM at the Independence Civic Center. We invite you to share in
this moment of appreciation with cookies, punch, and heartfelt thanks for
the mayor's leadership and commitment.

His legacy of service has positively impacted our community, and we look
forward to honoring his achievements and contributions. Don't miss this
opportunity to express your gratitude and well-wishes!



Community Talk with the City Manager Rescheduled

This month's Community Talk with the City Manager has been rescheduled
to Thursday, December 19, 2024, at the same locations and times.

Two locations, one great conversation! Join Independence City Manager
Kenna West for an open, friendly discussion on topics of your choice—no
agenda, no time limits, just honest conversation.

Choose the time that works best for you:

9:00–10:00 am at Brew Coffee & Tap House (211 S Main St)
6:00–7:00 pm at Golden Hop Saloon (133 C St)

We look forward to hearing from you!

MI Trolley Introduces Backup Bus



Have you seen this bus? To better serve our MI Trolley riders, we have
added a backup Trolley!

While it may not look like the MI Trolley, it will run its entire route. The
backup Trolley will be used to make repairs and upgrades to the current MI
Trolley. We know how valuable this service is and we wanted to ensure
there are limited disruptions during the route. Thank you for riding the MI
Trolley!

Serve Your Community at the
Independence Police Department



Want to make a difference while serving your community?

The city of Independence is seeking a dedicated and community-
focused Police Officer to join our team. This role involves patrolling city
streets to maintain safety, investigating crimes, enforcing laws, and
collaborating with community members to address the root causes of
crime. Officers respond to calls for service, assist in emergencies, prepare
detailed reports, and ensure public compliance with regulations. This
position offers a dynamic work environment, requiring excellent problem-
solving, communication, and interpersonal skills, as well as a commitment
to public safety and community well-being.

Learn more and apply by clicking the button below.

Learn More Here

Monmouth-Independence YMCA Holiday Events

https://ciindependenceor.applicantpro.com/jobs/3581199
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