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60-Second Council Report - January 14, 2025 Meeting

Feeling out of the loop? Get in the know with 60-Second Council!
In just one minute, catch the key takeaways from city council meetings and
stay connected with the decisions shaping our community. It’s your quick,
easy way to stay informed and engaged as we work together to create a
better, stronger, and kinder city.

For more in-depth coverage, visit:
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/

Want even more updates? Subscribe for email notifications on public
meetings: https://ciindependenceor.civicweb.net/Portal/Subscribe.aspx

https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/City-of-Independence_January-17_2025_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/YT_HRU6pjN4
https://9fcmtjebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G_F1O50aKEYAxLSvqbsodlvWVYRPHvrzhxjBdYYzihKS3q--eMG_nLd4QF7s1ouzjmjU1qiQVwoElW7ghhAFkpP8Muvjz1W5d2nTQS46lglyPzyPMbas_T_j5Uk-c1AQHaVjnhY9-lQwenqnOJWKJdYMhyMFT2_S4Gbp4XLNxAWH_xxNGQs2hjaNf-aCg5Vt&c=fZHjGMXMawaqvg2SrajfnpTlA50rMEWqYBfDRCkAp3sl0oh4l7KALg==&ch=Zek1SkwORBMg5NZ5Iggey-CtE_3C7M0uIKR0qKit9r1iek0R-wV23g==
https://9fcmtjebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G_F1O50aKEYAxLSvqbsodlvWVYRPHvrzhxjBdYYzihKS3q--eMG_nOmNHXaSf8wnXIBBo8Q4SirNtK8B5bHwozq-FIVU950Ugcw-Gkrg5BsY3pbTd_TS74QqcpcAE-KEq0dmkPFPvvBtwXWTwRhub6-19LfldseDm5FZwMvyrO8OEi2Mf9pE88LykfqVvaaNvgA-iv1lj44=&c=fZHjGMXMawaqvg2SrajfnpTlA50rMEWqYBfDRCkAp3sl0oh4l7KALg==&ch=Zek1SkwORBMg5NZ5Iggey-CtE_3C7M0uIKR0qKit9r1iek0R-wV23g==
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=0eedb3cf-e82e-47f1-8a32-bdf3c122f854


Watch Video Here

Swearing-In Ceremony Welcomes New Mayor
and Council

Last night marked a meaningful moment of transition and gratitude for our
community. We officially swore in three city councilors— Bill Boisvert, Dawn
Roden, and Kathy Martin-Willis—who are ready to bring their unique
perspectives and dedication to serving our town. We also expressed our
heartfelt thanks to departing councilor Sarah Jobe and outgoing Mayor
McArdle for their years of service and the lasting contributions they have
made to our community.

A special congratulations to Kate Schwarzler, our newly sworn-in mayor,
who steps into this role with a clear vision for fostering connection,
collaboration, and unity.

As we embrace this new chapter with fresh leadership, we’re filled with
optimism for the future. Together, let’s continue building a community we’re
all proud to call home.

Impact Your Community by Joining the
Independence City Council

https://youtu.be/YT_HRU6pjN4


Are you passionate about making a difference in Independence? Do you
want to play a key role in shaping the future of our community? Now’s your
chance! We have a vacancy on the Independence City Council, and we’re
looking for engaged, community-minded individuals to apply.

Who can apply?
You must be a resident of Independence, Oregon, for 12 months prior to
taking office and be a registered Oregon voter.
How to apply?
Visit our website for the application form and details.
Deadline
January 28, 2025 | 12 PM.

This is your chance to take an active role in the leadership of our city.
Together, we can continue to make Independence an amazing place to live,
work, and play.

If you have any questions about the application process or what it’s like to
serve on the City Council, feel free to reach out to us. We’d be happy to
help!

Learn More and Apply Here

Good Neighbor Awards Honor Community Champions

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/boards-commissions-2/


Last week, former Mayor John McArdle had the honor of recognizing some
of Independence’s finest with the Good Neighbor Awards—a celebration of
individuals who embody the spirit of kindness, collaboration, and service
that keeps our community thriving.

“Everybody knows what a good neighbor is. They’re the ones who lend you
sugar or mow your lawn while you’re away. They watch your kids when you
need help, and sometimes they’re there for you before you even know you
need them,” stated McArdle. “These awards are our city’s way of saying
thank you—you’re noticed, you make a difference.”

This year’s recipients remind us that being a good neighbor goes beyond
physical proximity. It’s about building connections, lifting each other, and
making a positive impact that resonates across our communities.

Read More Here

Serve Your Community on a Board or Commission

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/good-neighbor-awards-honor-community-champions/


Want to make a difference in your community and be part of the process?
Consider applying for one of our open board or commission positions.
Currently, we have openings on the following boards and commissions:
 

Budget Committee
Heritage Museum Advisory Board
Historic Preservation Commission
Parks Board
Traffic Safety Commission

 
To apply, fill out an application, click the button below.

Learn More and Apply Here

MythBusting: The Origin of the Willamette River

The Detroit Lake in Oregon
does not affect the Willamette
River. Detroit Lake is fed by
and flows into the North
Santiam River, which is part of
the Santiam River system. The
Santiam River is a tributary of
the Willamette River, but
Detroit Lake does not directly
influence the Willamette itself.
 
The Willamette River is primarily fed by other tributaries such as the
McKenzie, Calapooia, and Tualatin Rivers, among others. Its flow is not
directly impacted by Detroit Lake or the North Santiam River beyond the
indirect influence of the Santiam joining the Willamette further downstream.

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/boards-commissions-2/


Express Your Love and Support Downtown

Express your sentiment on a bright red heart branded with a personal
message. Each heart will be hung on the lamp posts in downtown
Independence during the month of Feburary. One side is $35, or both sides
is $60.

Your creative expression helps benefit the Downtown Association's efforts
to beautify downtown and bring more visitors to local businesses.

Purchase a Heart
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https://www.downtownindependence.com/hearts
https://www.facebook.com/IndependenceOregon
https://www.instagram.com/cityofindependence/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD4aH2UdElJKGir8AfTW-MQ
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