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A New Chapter for Independence:
​Working Together for Our Community

Hello community –
 
I just wanted to take a moment to
say thank you. Serving as your
mayor is an honor, and I’m grateful
for the trust you’ve placed in me.
Independence is a special place, and
I’m committed to working hard to
keep it that way. I also want to
acknowledge and thank John
McArdle for his remarkable years of
service to Independence. His
dedication and leadership have left a
lasting impact on our community. 
 
One of the things I appreciate most
about our town is the people who
make it run—our dedicated city staff,
who keep things moving behind the
scenes, and our city council, who bring different perspectives but share a
common love for our community. We may not always agree on every issue,
but I believe that by listening to one another and working together, we can
do great things.

https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/City-of-Independence_January-31_2025_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/p8wT3qvjXl4
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=a2c7259a-1698-454e-a432-cc177f986011


 
I also know that good ideas don’t just come from City Hall—they come from
you. That’s why I’m inviting you to join me for weekly office hours and
a monthly town hall. These are chances for us to connect, have
conversations, and build communication that keeps our community strong.
Whether you have a concern, a suggestion, or just want to say hello, I’d
love to see you there. If you aren’t able to meet during those times, please
don’t hesitate to reach out to mayor@ci.independence.or.us
 

Weekly office hours are Wednesdays from 8:30-10:00 AM, Ash Creek
Conference Room at the Independence Civic Center
February Town Hall is Saturday, February 1, 2025, from 1:00 – 2:00
PM at the Independence Heritage Museum

 
Independence has always been a town where people look out for each
other, and I’m excited about what we can accomplish together.
 
In service to our community,
 
Mayor Kate

60-Second Council Report - January 28, 2025 Meeting

Stay informed on the latest city decisions with the 60-Second Council!

In just one minute, catch the key takeaways from city council meetings and
stay connected with the decisions shaping our community. It’s your quick,
easy way to stay informed and engaged as we work together to create a
better, stronger, and kinder city.

mailto:mayor@ci.independence.or.us


For more in-depth coverage, visit:
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/

Want even more updates? Subscribe for email notifications on public
meetings: https://ciindependenceor.civicweb.net/Portal/Subscribe.aspx

Watch Video Here

Mayor Kate Invites You to Her Community Town Hall

Join Mayor Kate Schwarzler for a Community Town Hall this Saturday,
February 1, 2025, from 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM, at the Independence Heritage
Museum.

The gathering will begin with a presentation covering three important topics
for the community, followed by a time when residents can ask questions
and share their thoughts. This is a great opportunity to be part of the
conversation and get involved in shaping our future. If you would like to
submit questions preemptively, you can email Mayor Schwarzler here:
mayor@ci.independence.or.us.

If you need a translator, please let us know at
communications@ci.independence.or.us.
Event summaries will be available later in both English and Spanish.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Community Talk with the City Manager

https://9fcmtjebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G_F1O50aKEYAxLSvqbsodlvWVYRPHvrzhxjBdYYzihKS3q--eMG_nLd4QF7s1ouzjmjU1qiQVwoElW7ghhAFkpP8Muvjz1W5d2nTQS46lglyPzyPMbas_T_j5Uk-c1AQHaVjnhY9-lQwenqnOJWKJdYMhyMFT2_S4Gbp4XLNxAWH_xxNGQs2hjaNf-aCg5Vt&c=fZHjGMXMawaqvg2SrajfnpTlA50rMEWqYBfDRCkAp3sl0oh4l7KALg==&ch=Zek1SkwORBMg5NZ5Iggey-CtE_3C7M0uIKR0qKit9r1iek0R-wV23g==
https://9fcmtjebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G_F1O50aKEYAxLSvqbsodlvWVYRPHvrzhxjBdYYzihKS3q--eMG_nOmNHXaSf8wnXIBBo8Q4SirNtK8B5bHwozq-FIVU950Ugcw-Gkrg5BsY3pbTd_TS74QqcpcAE-KEq0dmkPFPvvBtwXWTwRhub6-19LfldseDm5FZwMvyrO8OEi2Mf9pE88LykfqVvaaNvgA-iv1lj44=&c=fZHjGMXMawaqvg2SrajfnpTlA50rMEWqYBfDRCkAp3sl0oh4l7KALg==&ch=Zek1SkwORBMg5NZ5Iggey-CtE_3C7M0uIKR0qKit9r1iek0R-wV23g==
https://youtu.be/p8wT3qvjXl4
mailto:mayor@ci.independence.or.us
mailto:communications@ci.independence.or.us.


Moves to One Location

Starting in February, Community Talks with the City Manager will be held
exclusively on Wednesday mornings at 9:00 AM at Brew Coffee and Tap
House. The next event will take place on February 13, 2025, at 9:00 AM.
City Manager Kenna West will also occasionally join Mayor Schwarzler’s
weekly office hours and Town Halls, providing even more opportunities for
community connection.

We’re grateful for the many meaningful conversations that have taken
place during City Manager West’s Community Talks. A special thank you to
Golden Hop Saloon for their incredible hospitality in hosting the evening
gatherings over the past several months!

Thank you for your continued engagement—we look forward to seeing you
on February 13.

Independence Featured in KOIN 6 Segment

https://www.goldenhopsaloon.com/


Did you catch us on the news this week?

Independence was featured on KOIN 6 as part of the "Two Cities, One
Community" segment! This spotlight highlights everything that makes our
city special—from lively events to stunning parks and spaces for all to
enjoy.

Watch by clicking the button below.

Watch Video Here

Serve Your Community on a Board or Commission

https://www.koin.com/video/two-cities-one-community-discover-fun-in-independence/10407181/


Want to make a difference in your community and be part of the process?
Consider applying for one of our open board or commission positions.
Currently, we have openings on the following boards and commissions:
 

Budget Committee
Heritage Museum Advisory Board
Historic Preservation Commission
Parks Board
Traffic Safety Commission

 
To apply, fill out an application, click the button below.

Learn More and Apply Here

New Heritage Museum Hours

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/boards-commissions-2/


To better align with current staffing, we’ve updated our hours starting the
first week of February:

Wednesday – Saturday: 10:00 AM – 4:30 PM

Thank you for your understanding and continued support of our museum.
We look forward to seeing you during our open hours!

Independence Public Library By the Numbers
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