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Independence in 2024
A Year of Progress and Collaboration

With 2024 in the rearview, we’ve taken time to reflect on everything the last
year brought to our community. From improving our parks to making key
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Infrastructure upgraaes and Keeping you informea every step of the way,
Independence continues to move forward and thrive.

We’re grateful for the passion, dedication, and collaboration that define our
city — from the neighbors who show up for one another to the innovative
projects shaping our tomorrow.

Thank you for being part of this incredible journey. Here’s to 2025 being
filled with opportunity, connection, and community!

Mayor-Elect Schwarzler to Begin Office Hours
Starting January 15, 2025

HAsk Me Anything!
MAYOR OFFICE HOURS

Every Wednesday morning, 8:30 - 10:30 AM |
Ash Creek Conference Room, Independence Civic Center

Mayor Kate Schwarzler

Mayor-Elect Schwarzler is excited to begin holding regular office hours for
the community following her swearing-in on January 14. She invites you to
stop by and share your thoughts, ideas, and questions with her during her
office hours, which will take place every Wednesday morning from 8:30 —
10:00 am in the Ash Creek Conference Room at the Independence Civic



The first office hours will begin on Wednesday, January 15, 2025. We hope
to see you there!

The Independence Police Department recently celebrated a momentous
occasion as it welcomed several new leaders into key roles during a
swearing-in ceremony. Juventino "Tino" Banuelos was inaugurated as the
new Chief of Police, bringing a wealth of experience and a dedication to
fostering strong community relations.

Lyle Gilbert has been appointed as the new Lieutenant, while Dallas Cole,
Thomas Fleming, and Trevor Williamson have stepped into their roles as
Sergeants. Each of these leaders brings unique strengths and a shared
vision for advancing the department’s mission.

Chief Banuelos expressed his enthusiasm for his new role, stating, “l am
honored to lead such a dedicated team. Together, we will work tirelessly to
ensure the safety and well-being of our community, building trust and
collaboration every step of the way.”

The city of Independence is excited to support this exceptional team as
they continue to ensure the safety and well-being of the community. Please
join us in congratulating Chief Banuelos, Lieutenant Gilbert, and Sergeants
Cole, Fleming, and Williamson on their well-earned achievements.

Annual Flushing Program to Begin in January

The city of Independence




Public Works Crew will be
performing their annual
water distribution flushing
program during the months
of January and February.

This program will target
representative areas
throughout the city of
Independence’s water
system to “flush” our main
lines. The purpose of this
procedure is to maintain
optimum water quality, all
while ensuring water system
valve and hydrant function.

Why is a flushing program
important?

Removes sediment- Loose
sediment and other deposits
may slowly build up on the
inside of water mains over
time causing discolored water. Flushing at the appropriate velocities can
remove these sediments and deposits and will improve taste, odor and
color.

Maintains proper distribution system operation- Flushing requires the
opening and closing of hydrants and valves to ensure that water moves
through pipe segments for effective cleaning. This operational practice also
provides water operators with the opportunity to identify broken or
inoperable valves and hydrants, which is important to ensure that they will
work properly in an emergency.

Improves the age of the water in the distribution system - Flushing can
remove water from areas of the distribution system that have low water
use. Older water may no longer have the desired chlorine residual.

Allows for the assessment of the flow rate (gallons per minute) available for
firefighting purposes in various locations throughout town.

Learn More Here

The Wall That Heals Arriving September 2025



https://www.ci.independence.or.us/water/

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Replica Wall and Mobile Education
Center spreads healing legacy of The Wall and educates about the
impact of the Vietnam War

The Wall That Heals, a three-quarter scale replica of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial along with a mobile Education Center, is coming to
Independence, Oregon on September 18 through 21, 2025 at the
Independence Sports Complex and will be open 24 hours a day and free to
the public. The Wall That Heals honors the more than three million
Americans who served in the U.S. Armed forces in the Vietnam War, and it
bears the names of the 58,281 men and women who made the ultimate
sacrifice in Vietham.

“It is healing to welcome the Wall that Heals to Independence,” said Billy
Whisenant, Commander of the American Legion Post 33. “Having served
as a Marine in Vietham 67-68 it is deeply personal for me, and | am
honored to be a part of the support and effort of the city of Independence
and fellow citizens who have contributed to hosting the Wall that Heals. We
all look forward to welcoming you and appreciate this opportunity to




rememper, remind, and pay our respects to our countrymen ana women
who served, fought, and died in Vietham and to the families who lost their
loved ones and helped us with our personal wars after Vietnam.”

Read More Here

Oregon Attorney General Releases Civil Rights Unit
(CRU) Sanctuary Promise Community Toolkit
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The Sanctuary Promise protects your rights,
regardless of your immigration status.

@ Sanctuary Promise Hotline 1-844-924-7829

Hotline hours: Call us:

Monday-Friday . Learn more about Sanctuary
9a.m. to 5 p.m. Promise laws.

_— - Report suspected Sanctuary
We accept all Relay calls. Promise violations.
Interpretation in 240+ languages.

+ MAccess support and resources.
Leave a message after hours.

0 @ORcivilrights

@ @ORcivilrights

Visit SanctuaryPromise.Oregon.gov

As a sanctuary state since 1987, Oregon stands for the safety, dignity and
human rights of all Oregonians. Oregon was the first state in the nation to
pass a statewide law stopping state and local police and government from
helping federal authorities with immigration enforcement. In the ensuing
decades, the law was updated several times.

To strengthen existing sanctuary laws, the Sanctuary Promise Act (HB
3265) was passed in 2021. The Act increases safety and protection
measures for immigrant communities through increased support, as well as
transparency and accountability regarding government interactions with
federal immigration authorities.
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Learn More Here
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