Community Town Hall Draws Large Crowd,;
New City Councilor Appointed
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60-Second Council Report - February 11, 2025 Meeting

Stay informed on the latest city decisions with the 60-Second Council!

In just one minute, catch the key takeaways from city council meetings and
stay connected with the decisions shaping our community. It's your quick,
easy way to stay informed and engaged as we work together to create a
better, stronger, and kinder city.

For more in-depth coverage, visit:


https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/City-of-Independence_February-14-_2025_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/4QfVtsaT--g
https://youtu.be/a2Pprp528jo
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=a58a682b-e986-407b-82e4-b8fcce72bfbe

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/

Want even more updates? Subscribe for email notifications on public
meetings: https://ciindependenceor.civicweb.net/Portal/Subscribe.aspx

Watch Video Here

Meet the New Independence Police Chief
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In the department's latest video newsletter, Independence police are
excited to introduce our new Police Chief, Juventino "Tino" Banuelos. Tino
brings a wealth of experience, having served with the Independence Police
Department for over 24 years in a variety of roles. In this video, get an
inside look at the current state of the Independence Police Department and
hear firsthand about Chief Banuelos' goals for enhancing public safety,
fostering community trust, and guiding the department in the months

ahead.
Watch Video Here

Mayor Kate Hosts Packed Town Hall

It was a full house at Mayor
Kate’s town hall on Saturday,

February 1, with residents
packing the room to take part in
an open discussion about the



https://9fcmtjebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G_F1O50aKEYAxLSvqbsodlvWVYRPHvrzhxjBdYYzihKS3q--eMG_nLd4QF7s1ouzjmjU1qiQVwoElW7ghhAFkpP8Muvjz1W5d2nTQS46lglyPzyPMbas_T_j5Uk-c1AQHaVjnhY9-lQwenqnOJWKJdYMhyMFT2_S4Gbp4XLNxAWH_xxNGQs2hjaNf-aCg5Vt&c=fZHjGMXMawaqvg2SrajfnpTlA50rMEWqYBfDRCkAp3sl0oh4l7KALg==&ch=Zek1SkwORBMg5NZ5Iggey-CtE_3C7M0uIKR0qKit9r1iek0R-wV23g==
https://9fcmtjebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G_F1O50aKEYAxLSvqbsodlvWVYRPHvrzhxjBdYYzihKS3q--eMG_nOmNHXaSf8wnXIBBo8Q4SirNtK8B5bHwozq-FIVU950Ugcw-Gkrg5BsY3pbTd_TS74QqcpcAE-KEq0dmkPFPvvBtwXWTwRhub6-19LfldseDm5FZwMvyrO8OEi2Mf9pE88LykfqVvaaNvgA-iv1lj44=&c=fZHjGMXMawaqvg2SrajfnpTlA50rMEWqYBfDRCkAp3sl0oh4l7KALg==&ch=Zek1SkwORBMg5NZ5Iggey-CtE_3C7M0uIKR0qKit9r1iek0R-wV23g==
https://youtu.be/4QfVtsaT--g
https://youtu.be/a2Pprp528jo

city’s future. I'he conversation
centered on three key topics:
the city’s budget and its
upcoming adoption process,
opportunities for residents to
serve on boards and
commissions, an exciting
announcement that the Wall
That Heals, a traveling Vietnam
Veterans Memorial replica, will
visit Independence on
September 18-21, 2025.

Beyond the planned agenda, residents seized the opportunity to ask a wide
range of questions, gaining insight into how city government operates and
how they can make an impact. One attendee summed up the event’s
energy: “It's great to hear directly from our mayor and city staff about
what’s happening. | left with a much better understanding of how decisions
are made and how | can get involved.”

Additionally, Mayor Kate announced that these town halls will now be held
monthly, ensuring residents have ongoing opportunities to connect, ask
questions, and stay informed.

If you missed this event, there are still plenty of ways to engage with Mayor
Kate. She holds weekly office hours every Wednesday from 8:30—10:00
AM in the Ash Creek Conference Room at the Independence Civic Center.
You can also reach her anytime at mayor @ ci.independence.or.us.

Thank you to everyone who attended—please share this information with
your friends and neighbors and help keep the conversation going!

Evan Sorce Appointed as New City Councilor

Following a new and improved
application process, former City
Planning Commissioner Evan
Sorce has been appointed as the
newest member of the
Independence City Council.

Evan was selected from a pool of
highly qualified applicants through
~ atransparent and structured

| process designed to ensure
fairness and community
representation. This new approach was implemented to provide a clear and
equitable selection process, reflecting the Council’s commitment to
transparency and community engagement.


mailto:mayor@ci.independence.or.us.

Evan brings valuable experience from his time on the Planning
Commission and a deep commitment to serving the Independence
community. We are excited to see his leadership and vision help shape the

future of our city.
Congratulations, Councilor Sorce!

Independence Police Release Monthly Report

Have you been curious about what our officers have been up to all month?
The Independence Police Department is sharing a sample of the calls for
service each month to inform and educate community members on the
work we do.

In January 2025, officers engaged in 692 activities, including 24 Arrests
(Adults and Juvenile), 9 check welfares, 9 domestic disturbances, 7 hit-
and-run crashes, 21 emotional health calls, and 63 Suspicious Activity /

Person / Vehicle calls.
Read Full Report Here

Join Mayor Kate at her Weekly Office Hours



https://www.ci.independence.or.us/independence-police-release-monthly-report-7/

Aok Me Anything!
MAYOR OFFICE HOURS

Every Wednesday morning, 8:30 - 10:00 AM |
Ash Creek Conference Room, Independence Civic Center

Mayor Kate Schwarzler

Free Income Tax Assistance Available

VIT VOLUNTEER INCOME Western OrlEng‘l
TAX ASSISTANCE UNIVERSITY

EI[,.@:-,EI Call 503-751-4132,
or go online to
. schedule an
appcintment.

Service is available in English or Spanish
February 8 through April 15

Tuesdays and Thursdays: 1to 7 p.m.
Saturdays: Noon to 5 p.m.

3 Disability |\ iwon e ip b 1 Welcome Center 135 - wouvita@wou.edu
Access
Services




Build Your Business with the
Latino Microenterprise Development Program

Latino

Microenterprise
A pevelopment

Program

Latino Microenterprise Development
ProgramiOrientational Meeting

If you want to start or improve your business act now! The
Latino Microenterprise Development Program (LMDP) can
offer you free training and consulting services on how to
start your business or improve your current business at no
cost. All training and consulting will be in Spanish and
English. We care, respect and value your business so
please come and attend an orientation.

Date & Time:
March 5, 2025 at 6:00PM - 8:00PM

Location:
Indy Commons 154 S. Main St. Independence, OR 97351

For More information and to Phone: 503-931-2191
register, contact Angelina angelina@latinobusinessalliance.org
Martinez with (LMDP) Website: Latinomdp.org
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