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Independence Financial Audit Summary Now Available

We know government finances can feel complex or hard to follow, but we
also believe that you deserve to know where your money goes, how
decisions are made, and what challenges lie ahead.

That’s why we’re sharing key highlights from the city of Independence’s
Annual Financial Audit Summary—broken down into plain language and
real-world impacts. We hope that everyone in Independence has a clearer
picture of where we stand and where we’re going.

1. Clean Audit = Financial Transparency

https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/City-of-Independence_April-11_2025_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/7OILhzHnGK4
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=4eed211d-22e8-4b29-a093-94101cd72e42


Independent auditors gave the city a “clean” opinion—meaning our financial
reporting is accurate, complete, and transparent.
2. City Debt Down
City debt decreased by $2.2M, bringing us to $35.3M total. We're staying
well under our state debt limit.
3. Where Your Taxes Go
Total property tax revenue was $3.83 million, but not all of that goes to
support the general fund. Here's how it's divided:

$2.6M to the general fund
(police, parks, etc.)
$1M to Urban Renewal projects
$230K to debt payments (bonds)

4. General Fund Took a Hit
The General Fund balance dropped by $734K as operational costs rose
faster than revenues. This reflects the need for long-term funding solutions.
5. Utilities: Stronger Than Ever
Utility operations (water, sewer, storm) added $3.1M to the city's net
position thanks to stable revenue and smart investments.
6. Transportation Fund: A Bright Spot
We added $73K to the Transportation Fund. Roads matter, and so does
long-term stability!
7. Capital Assets Climb
City assets (like roads, pipes, and buildings) increased in value by $1.8M,
now totaling $47.4M.
8. Grants Fund Grew
The Grants Fund increased by $429K, meaning more support for local
projects and programs.

To read the complete audit, click the button below:

Read Full Audit
Here

60-Second Council Report - April 8, 2025 Meeting

http://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/01-City-Financial-Statements-with-Auditor-Reports-Final-1.pdf


Stay informed on the latest city decisions with the 60-Second Council!
In just one minute, catch the key takeaways from city council meetings and
stay connected with the decisions shaping our community. It’s your quick,
easy way to stay informed and engaged as we work together to create a
better, stronger, and kinder city.

For more in-depth coverage, visit:
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/

Want even more updates? Subscribe for email notifications on public
meetings: https://ciindependenceor.civicweb.net/Portal/Subscribe.aspx

Watch Video Here

Touch-a-Truck Event Returns

https://9fcmtjebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G_F1O50aKEYAxLSvqbsodlvWVYRPHvrzhxjBdYYzihKS3q--eMG_nLd4QF7s1ouzjmjU1qiQVwoElW7ghhAFkpP8Muvjz1W5d2nTQS46lglyPzyPMbas_T_j5Uk-c1AQHaVjnhY9-lQwenqnOJWKJdYMhyMFT2_S4Gbp4XLNxAWH_xxNGQs2hjaNf-aCg5Vt&c=fZHjGMXMawaqvg2SrajfnpTlA50rMEWqYBfDRCkAp3sl0oh4l7KALg==&ch=Zek1SkwORBMg5NZ5Iggey-CtE_3C7M0uIKR0qKit9r1iek0R-wV23g==
https://9fcmtjebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G_F1O50aKEYAxLSvqbsodlvWVYRPHvrzhxjBdYYzihKS3q--eMG_nOmNHXaSf8wnXIBBo8Q4SirNtK8B5bHwozq-FIVU950Ugcw-Gkrg5BsY3pbTd_TS74QqcpcAE-KEq0dmkPFPvvBtwXWTwRhub6-19LfldseDm5FZwMvyrO8OEi2Mf9pE88LykfqVvaaNvgA-iv1lj44=&c=fZHjGMXMawaqvg2SrajfnpTlA50rMEWqYBfDRCkAp3sl0oh4l7KALg==&ch=Zek1SkwORBMg5NZ5Iggey-CtE_3C7M0uIKR0qKit9r1iek0R-wV23g==
https://youtu.be/7OILhzHnGK4


Rev up your engines! Touch-a-Truck is rolling back into Riverview Park on
Saturday, May 10, 2025, from 9 AM - 2 PM for a day packed with family fun
and excitement. Get up close and personal with all your favorite vehicles,
from construction behemoths to emergency service heroes. You'll even be
able to see a helicopter land in the park! We'll be offering a quiet hour
sensory (no horns or sirens) from 1 - 2 PM for anyone with sensory
sensitivities.

Admission is free, but we encourage you to bring food donations for the Ella
Curran Food Bank.

Thank you to our partners at SEDCOR for making this event possible.
Get ready to honk, explore, and make memories!

Mayor Kate Invites You to Her Office Hours

Mayor Kate will hold the rest of her community office hours this month on
April 9, 2025, from 8:30 AM - 9:15 AM and April 23, 2025, from 8:30 AM -
9:30 AM. Join her in the Ash Creek Conference Room at the Independence
Civic Center (555 S Main Street) to share your thoughts, ideas, and
questions. We look forward to seeing you there!

Water Meter Upgrades Start this Month



This week, contractors prepared city water meter boxes for the next phase
of the city’s water meter replacement project. Crews will use vacuum
excavation to clear space inside each meter box before the upcoming
installations, scheduled to begin on April 23, 2025. This phase will focus on
replacing all remaining 3/4-inch meters located between 7th Street and the
Willamette River, excluding Main Street and Monmouth Street.

Water meters have an optimal life span of approximately 20 years, and
many of the city’s current meters have reached the end of that cycle. Last
year, to ensure continued accuracy and efficiency, the city launched a five-
year project to replace all 3/4-inch meters serving residential and
commercial properties. Once this phase is complete, larger meters serving
residential, commercial, and industrial buildings will be replaced.



We appreciate your awareness as contractors work in neighborhoods
throughout the city. Thank you for your patience as we continue investing in
essential infrastructure.

Independence Police Release Monthly Report

Have you been curious about what our officers have been up to all month?
The Independence Police Department is sharing a sample of the calls for
service each month to inform and educate community members on the
work we do.

In March 2025, officers engaged in 648 activities, including 28 Arrests
(Adults and Juvenile), 14 check welfares, 13 domestic disturbances, 5 hit-
and-run crashes, 15 emotional health calls, 60 Suspicious Activity / Person /
Vehicle, and 1 DUII calls.

Read Full Report Here

Osprey Camera Back Online

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/independence-police-release-monthly-report-9/


If you’ve been missing the Osprey Nest Cam, good news—it’s up and
running again! But getting it back online took some real teamwork.

First, we had to replace the camera, which meant getting high above the
nest. Polk County Fire District No. 1 came to the rescue with their ladder
truck, giving us the lift we needed. Then Ethan Williams of Williams
Wireless Waves brought his low-voltage expertise to make sure everything
was wired up correctly. And of course, none of this would matter without a
strong internet connection. The Independence Hotel stepped in to provide
the network access that keeps the stream running.

It took a whole flight crew to pull this off, but now we’re ready to welcome
the Ospreys home.

Watch Video Feed
Here

Help Local Families through the
Les Schwab Diaper Drive

The city of Independence is
proud to support the Les
Schwab Diaper
Drive throughout the month of
April! This important
community effort helps collect

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iV-dpfx5NJ4


diapers for local families who
need a little extra help.

If you'd like to make a
donation, please drop off new,
unopened packages of diapers
at the Independence Civic
Center. Every donation—big
or small—makes a real
difference for parents and
caregivers in our community.

Support the Central High School
​All Night Graduation Party

The Central High School Seniors All Night Party
is a substance free event that offers a safe place
for seniors to gather and celebrate one another
and takes place immediately following
graduation. This event is only possible through
the support of parents, businesses, and the
community.

Although we have made progress, additional
funding is required for this event to take place.
Here are a couple of ways you can help:

1.     Make a tax deductible donation through Paypal. Click the button below
to take you to the 2025 CHS Graduation Party account.
           
2.     Bottle Drop Donations. You can donate money from your Bottle Drop
account directly into the 2025 CHS Graduation Party account. Go to Bottle
Drop, click on the “For Individuals” tab, then “Make Nonprofit Donations.”
You will then be able to use the orange “Search Nonprofits” tab to search
for “Graduation Event.” You will see an option which is titled,
“Monmouth/Independence Oregon Senior Graduation Event” with a button
to donate. Bags and labels can also be picked up at CHS if you would like
to donate cans and bottles directly to Bottle Drop.

If you would like to donate in another way, would like a receipt for tax
purposes, or have questions, please email
seniorgraduationevent@gmail.com.

Make a Donation

mailto:seniorgraduationevent@gmail.com.
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=K7HPSKKH5J3H6&source=qr


Music Night Fundraiser at Central High School
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