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The city of Independence, Oregon, has released the proposed budget for
the upcoming fiscal year 2025-26. This budget reflects months of careful
planning, public input, and collaboration between city departments and
leadership. It outlines how resources may be allocated to support essential
services, infrastructure, and community priorities.

Like many cities in Oregon, we’re facing rising costs, limited income, and
the lingering effects of past economic challenges. Thanks to federal relief
during COVID, we were able to keep things running, but that money was
temporary. Now, we need to take a closer look at how we fund core

services and make some tough decisions to protect our long-term future.




In this update, we’ve outlined important highlights in the city’s proposed
budget, including how we’re saving money and planning for the years
ahead. Our goal is to be transparent, thoughtful, and focused on what our
community needs most.

Summary

Voters did not approve a levy that would help fund the Library, Museum,
and Parks. The city’s General Fund now faces the need to reduce costs
while striving to preserve key services. Potential options include:

e Combine the Library and Museum into one Community Services
Department (at the Library).

e Sell the Museum building.

e Sell at least one park (from a list being considered).

e Close Independence Civic Center on Fridays (Police Dept stays
open).

e Reduce Library hours by one more day each week.

e The Independence Days Celebration will no longer be run by the city
moving forward.

The next Budget Committee meeting is April 30, 2025, at 6:30 PM at the
Independence Civic Center. This is a public meeting, and community
members are encouraged to attend or tune in online to learn more. Take a
moment to review the proposed budget and stay engaged in shaping the
future of our city.

You can now view the full document by clicking the button below.

Read Budget Here

60-Second Council Report - Budget Edition



http://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Independence-BUDGET-2025-2026_-Proposed_-Final.pdf

Stay informed on the latest city decisions with the 60-Second Council!

In just one minute, catch the key takeaways from city council meetings and
stay connected with the decisions shaping our community. It’s your quick,
easy way to stay informed and engaged as we work together to create a
better, stronger, and kinder city.

For more in-depth coverage, visit:
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/

Want even more updates? Subscribe for email notifications on public
meetings: https://ciindependenceor.civicweb.net/Portal/Subscribe.aspx

Watch Video Here

Touch-a-Truck Benefits Local Food Bank
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Did you know our Touch-A-Truck event benefits the Ella Curran Food
Bank? While this event is free, we ask that you bring food donations of all
kinds to our donation booth. With hundreds of visits a month and serving
more than 1,000 people each week, the food bank's impact extends
beyond our city and helps aid folks from across the Mid-Willamette Valley.

Come to Riverview Park on Saturday, May 10, 2025, from 9 AM - 2 PM to
experience all the fun and excitement! From firetrucks to military vehicles,
see and touch all the literal bells and whistles of some of the most
recognizable automobiles on the road.

Watch Video Here

MI Trolley Impact | Richard Bunse
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MI Trolley Impact

Richard Bunse

The MI Trolley isn’t just a ride — it’s a lifeline, a connector, and a source of
inspiration. Its impact on the communities of Monmouth and Independence
is nothing short of transformative. Discover the story of local artist Richard
Bunse and how this simple trolley has brought renewed connection to his

life.
Watch Video Here

Independence Days Vendor Applications Now Open



https://youtu.be/RvYnF2nKg4U

The 2025 Independence Days Celebration has opened EARLY BIRD
pricing on vendor applications for food and craft vendors! Do you or
someone you know have a delicious food trailer, truck, or tent? Or a craft
booth that features fun and unique items? Join us in Riverview Park on July
3 and 4 at the best 4th of July celebration in the Willamette Valley. Early
bird vendor pricing starts at $350 for the two-day event, with prices rising
on May 16, 2025, so don't delay! Vendors must be approved before
submitting the application and making the payment.

To review our handbook and application, or ask questions, click the button

below.
Learn More Here

Water Conservation Tips



https://www.ci.independence.or.us/independence-days-celebration-2025/

Water your yard in the early
morning or evening
Watering your yard in the early
morning or evening reduces
evaporation from the sun and heat,
allowing the soil to absorb more
moisture.

Adjust your mower to
a higher setting

Keeping your lawn taller helps
shade the roots and retain soil
moisture, reducing the amount of
water your lawn needs.

Riega tu jardin temprano en la
maiiana o en la noche.

Regar su jardin temprano en la mafiana
o en la noche reduce la evaporacion del
sol y el calor, lo que permite que la
tierra absorba méas humedad.

3 Ajuste su cortacésped a
una configuracion mas alta
Mantener el césped mas alto ayuda a
dar sombra a las raices y retener la
humedad del suelo, lo que reduce la

cantidad de agua que necesita el
césped.

The city of Independence is
committed to helping you conserve
water and save on your water bill.

Use a shut-off nozzle on
your hose
Using a shut-off nozzle on your hose is

an easy way to save water during the
summer. It gives you control over the

flow, preventing unnecessary waste.

4 Mulch around plants

To hold water in the soil. Also when
buying new plants, look for ones that
need less watering.

2 Utilice una boquilla de
cierre en su manguera

Usar una boquilla de cierre en la

manguera es una manera facil de

ahorrar agua durante el verano. Le

brinda control sobre el flujo, evitando

desperdicios innecesarios.

4 Acolchado alrededor de
las plantas

Para retener agua en el suelo.
Ademads a la hora de comprar plantas
nuevas, busca aquellas que necesiten
menos riego.

Learn More Here

Safety Improvements Coming to Highway 51 & 22
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Safety Improvements

O Install new signs where needed on OR 51 and OR 22.
I Some examples are shown on the map.

{“ Install barricade to restrict left turns out of OR 51
'tw: O onto OR 22 and through to 55th Avenue.

Restrict left turns out of 55th Avenue onto OR 22, ',i

similar to Doaks Ferry Road NW.

F Alternate route using ad PN & Define the OR 22 turn lane with tubular markers

S Oak Grove Road for | < and shoulder rumble strips.
northbound OR 51 ;
@00 Reapply striping and reflective markers.

traffic to access ﬁ. [ " '
westbound OR 22. &
b o) Mw«éﬁmmndxwwmgenmm@

This year, the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) is making
safety improvements at the OR 22 and OR 51 intersection by changing
how you can access the roads.

This area has a high rate of traffic and crashes. Improving safety and
access to OR 22 and OR 51 is important, whether you're heading to
Rickreall from OR 51, a truck driver delivering goods, or a tourist heading
to the coast.

They plan to:

e Update signs as needed.
Install new striping, reflective pavement markers, barricade, tubular
markers and shoulder rumble strips where needed. Rumble strips
create vibration and sound to alert drivers when they're leaving their
lane.
e Change how you access OR 22 at the intersection:
e No left turns from 55th Avenue onto eastbound OR 22.
e No left turns from northbound OR 51 onto westbound OR 22.
Drivers on OR 51 can use S Oak Grove Road to access
westbound OR 22.

Visit Project Webpage

Remembering Vanport Heritage Museum Event



https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.oregon.gov%2Fodot%2Fprojects%2Fpages%2Fproject-details.aspx%3Fproject=M25008/1/010101965fbbe981-7f0b3de7-99fa-4afe-9b5a-8b87217ee4c2-000000/A2xclRwOtI4Te6IG4SrNu2APy2xSJ4p_t03itQaCxxU=401
https://www.oregon.gov/odot/projects/pages/project-details.aspx?project=M25008

The Columbia
Took the Town:

With Donna Sinclair

THURSDAY, MAY 1
START TIME 6 PM

INDEPENDENCE
HERITAGE MUSEUM

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Vanport was temporary by design, but its story remains etched into a now-
vanished landscape. Built nearly overnight, the city quickly became a vital
community for workers and families from diverse geographic, racial, and
ethnic backgrounds. Home to many veterans and a large African American
population, Vanport was often derided by Portlanders in the postwar years.
Yet this unique community persisted—first in place, and then in memory.
Although the 1948 flood erased its buildings, it could not diminish the
resilience of its residents or the persistence of their recollections. This talk
reflects on Vanport’s rise, its contradictions, and its enduring spirit as a site
of memory and meaning.

Donna Sinclair is a historian, author, and public history professional
specializing in Pacific Northwest history, oral history, and environmental
justice. She teaches in History and Sustainability at Western Oregon
University and has researched and written about Vanport since her first
historical seminar, which focused on African Americans and the lost
landscapes of the city. Her work includes projects for the National Park
Service, community history projects, collaborations with tribal nations, and
scholarship on race, memory, and the U.S. Forest Service. She is co-
author of Black Woman in Green: Gloria Brown and the Unmarked Trail to
Forest Service Leadership.

Independence Police Swear-in Newest Officer
S
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Earlier this month, we proudly swore in Officer Granite Stephenson as the
newest member of the Independence Police Department. Swearing-in
ceremonies are a special reminder of the responsibility, service, and heart
it takes to wear the badge. We're excited to welcome Officer Stephenson to
the team and look forward to the positive impact he'll make in our

community.

Please join us in congratulating him on this important milestone!

This Newsletter Brought to you by

INDEPENDENCE
Qregons. Story Begins Here

000

City of Independence | 555 S Main St | Independence, OR 97351 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice


https://www.facebook.com/IndependenceOregon
https://www.instagram.com/cityofindependence/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD4aH2UdElJKGir8AfTW-MQ
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

¢ Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!



	MI Trolley Makes Meaningful Impact;
	April 25, 2025
	Proposed City Budget Now Available for Review
	60-Second Council Report - Budget Edition
	Touch-a-Truck Benefits Local Food Bank
	MI Trolley Impact | Richard Bunse
	Independence Days Vendor Applications Now Open
	Water Conservation Tips
	Safety Improvements Coming to Highway 51 & 22
	This Newsletter Brought to you by

