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60-Second Council - May 13/14 Budget Edition

Stay informed on the latest city decisions with the 60-Second Council! In
just one minute, catch the key takeaways from our latest city council and
budget committee meetings and stay connected with the decisions shaping
our community. It’s your quick, easy way to stay informed and engaged as
we work together to create a better, stronger, and kinder city.

For more in-depth coverage, visit:
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/

https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/City-of-Independence_May-23_2025_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/AesprGkWNbY
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/
https://youtu.be/zUGNWSBrtx0
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=26b58de3-2061-4a80-b762-fdd887834606


Want even more updates? Subscribe for email notifications on public
meetings: https://ciindependenceor.civicweb.net/Portal/Subscribe.aspx

Watch Video Here

City Budget Approved by Budget Committee

https://ciindependenceor.civicweb.net/Portal/Subscribe.aspx
https://youtu.be/AesprGkWNbY


After extensive discussion, thoughtful questions, and exchanging ideas, the
Independence Budget Committee officially approved the city budget
for fiscal year 2025–26. This decision reflects the city’s ongoing
commitment to transparency, sustainability, and service to the community.

While the committee’s approval is a key milestone, the city still faces
financial challenges. As part of the budget process, members looked at
long-term revenue options to support the city’s financial stability.
Additionally, the committee suggested holding more regular meetings
regarding the budget throughout the year. This proactive approach would
help keep the community informed and engaged about the city’s financial
future.

Summary of Approved Budget Measures
Following the failure of a levy that would have supported the Library,
Museum, and Parks, the city’s General Fund required cost reductions to
preserve core services. Additionally, due to the departure of the Downtown
Manager, whose position is not funded by the General Fund and will not be
filled this year, further adjustments were made to overall city operations.
Under the approved budget, the following actions will be implemented:

The Library and Museum will be combined into one Community
Services Department (based at the Library).
The Museum building will be sold.
At least one park (from a list being evaluated) will be sold.
The Independence Civic Center will close on Fridays (Police
Department will remain open).
Library hours will be reduced by one additional day per week (day
to be decided—stay tuned).
The Independence Days Celebration will be transitioned to another
entity beginning Summer 2026, with seed funding and logistical
guidance provided by the city to support a successful handoff.

The approved budget will be considered for adoption at the June 10, 2025,
City Council meeting.

Independence Days Celebration Arrives July 3 & 4



Join us at the Riverview Park in downtown Independence, July 3rd and 4th,
2025, for two days of non-stop fun as our community comes together to
celebrate the birth of our great nation.

Event goers will be welcomed with upbeat live entertainment, vibrant
vendors, and wholesome family activities. There’s a Grand Parade that
stretches from Monmouth to Independence, a rubber ducky derby on the
Willamette River, fireworks, and SO MUCH MORE!

Wristbands go on sale June 2, 2025, and are available for $10 each for
July 3 and July 4. However, we are pleased to offer a special discount for
Independence AND Monmouth residents: from June 2 to June 27,
wristbands can be purchased for just $5 at the Independence Civic Center.
To take advantage of this discount, residents will need to show proof of
residence, such as an ID, utility bill, or a piece of mail. Please note, the $5
price is limited to six wristbands per family.

We look forward to seeing you at this year's festivities! For more
information on Independence Days, visit our webpage by clicking the
button below.

Learn More Here

Summer Concert and Movie Series Returns

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/independence-days-celebration-2025/


Music, movies, and summer nights on the river — the River’s Edge
Summer Series is back!

Join us at Riverview Park in Independence, Oregon, for a summer packed
with high-energy tribute concerts and the return of not one but TWO free
Movies in the Park.

Friday Night Concerts
From July 11 to August 15, enjoy some of the best tribute bands around —
from Journey to AC/DC. Opening bands start at 6 PM. Headliners take the
stage at 8 PM. Just $5 at the gate (kids 10 and under are free). Grab a bite
from local food trucks, enjoy the all-ages beer garden, and dance the night
away by the river.

Movies in the Park are BACK!
We’re bringing back this community favorite with two movie nights under
the stars:

June 27: Wicked (2024)
August 29: Wonka (2023)

Movies are free and begin at dusk

Whether you're here for the music or the movies, there’s something for
everyone at the River’s Edge Summer Series. See more details by clicking



the button below.

Learn More Here

Parks Master Plan Open House June 12

What should our parks look like in 10 years? Let’s decide together!

Join us for our next Parks Master Plan Open House on Thursday, June 12,
at the Independence Civic Center! Drop by anytime between 6:00 and 8:00
p.m. to explore the future of Independence parks, trails, and open spaces.
We want your ideas and input as we shape a plan that reflects our
community’s vision for outdoor spaces we can all enjoy.

Whether you're a parent, dog-walker, athlete, or someone who just loves a
good park bench—we want to hear from YOU.

Come connect with your neighbors, meet the planning team, and help
create the future of our parks!

An Afternoon with Historian John R. Bruning

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/rivers-edge-summer-series/


John R. Bruning has been a military historian since 1989. He is the author,
coauthor or ghost writer on twenty-six books, seven NYT and National
Bestsellers, the most recent being Ric Prado's CIA memoirs, "Black Ops."
In 2005, he embedded with 2-162 Infantry during stability and support
operations in post-Katrina New Orleans. In 2010, he embedded in Eastern
Afghanistan during the Surge with elements of the 3rd Infantry Division's
3rd CAB. For reporting on a helicopter mishap on election day, 2010 in
Afghanistan, the Department of Defense gave Bruning a Thomas Jefferson
Award, a rare honor for a civilian.

He is currently writing a book on Jim Cushing, an American gold miner
turned guerrilla in the Philippines, who captured the Japanese chief of staff
of the Imperial Combined Fleet as well as Japan's entire plan of defense for
the Western Pacific.

Don’t miss this fascinating talk by one of today’s foremost military
historians.

Independence Library Debuts New Book Bike



Our books are hitting the road!

The Independence Public Library is proud to debut our brand-new Book
Bike, a mobile extension of the library designed to bring books, resources,
and smiles straight to the community!

Made possible by a $5,000 grant from the Pacific Power Foundation and
handcrafted by Portland-based Icicle Tricycles, this eye-catching ride is
more than just a pretty frame. With electric-assist (e-assist) power, it’s
ready to roll with ease into summer reading events, parks, and
neighborhoods near you.

We look forward to connecting readers with stories one pedal at a time.

New Life Jacket Kiosks Installed to
​Enhance Water Safety

https://www.pacificpower.net/community/foundation.html


Last week, the city of Independence unveiled a new and improved life
jacket kiosk in Riverview Park—part of a community effort to enhance
water safety along the Willamette River.

This project was inspired by the tragic loss of 13-year-old Gregorio
Maximiano-Solano, who drowned near the park last summer. In response,
the city partnered with Oregon Corrections Enterprises to construct three
new kiosks offering loaner life jackets for public use. Additionally, each
station includes a bilingual sign and a new QR code feature that links
directly to our dedicated water safety webpage. This page offers important
safety tips and resources in multiple languages to better serve our diverse
community.

The project was made possible through shared funding by the city, Oregon
Corrections Enterprises, and generous community donations.

Thank you to everyone who joined us to support this meaningful step
toward safer waterways. We hope these resources help prevent future
tragedies and serve as a reminder of the importance of water safety.

Public Works Crew Beautifies Downtown



Spring has sprung in downtown Independence! Last week, our Public
Works crew hung the vibrant flower baskets that brighten up every corner
of downtown. These beautiful baskets are made possible thanks to the
generous support from the Independence Downtown Association’s Walk of
Hearts fundraiser, which raises funds specifically for beautifying our
downtown. These flower baskets help create a welcoming, vibrant space
where residents and visitors alike can enjoy the charm and spirit of
Independence. 

You can learn more about the Independence Downtown Association by
clicking the button below.

Learn More Here
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