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Budget Season: Facing Challenges, Building Together

First, let’s start with recognizing our hard-
working staff as we celebrate Public Service
Recognition Week! I’'m continually impressed by
their professionalism and service to our
community. | deeply appreciate the work they do
and hope you will join me in thanking them for all
they do.

On to the budget update: we’re currently in the

midst of one of the most challenging budget

seasons our city has faced in years. As your

mayor and a member of the budget committee, |

want to be transparent about the tough choices

ahead. Like many communities across Oregon, we’re grappling with rising
costs and limited revenue — and every decision comes with tradeoffs that
affect the services we all rely on.

Throughout this process, our dedicated city staff and budget committee
members have been working incredibly hard to present thoughtful options,
answer questions, and keep the conversation grounded in facts. | want to
recognize their effort and commitment — it makes a real difference.

If you’re wondering how the city is funded or how budget decisions are
made, | encourage you to be informed. Our budget documents, meeting
schedules, and financial information are available on the city’s website, and
we welcome the public to attend budget committee meetings — in person if
you can, or online if that works better for you.

In times like these, it's more important than ever to get your information
straight from the source. Our city website is regularly updated with accurate,



https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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detailed information about the budget and other city matters. And if
community members have questions, staff is always happy to help. While
social media can be a place for conversation, it’s not always the most
reliable place for facts. | encourage you to check in directly — we’re here to
provide clarity and transparency.

Despite the difficult news with the budget, our city has much to look forward
to and celebrate. Touch-A-Truck is this weekend, Independence Days will
be here before we know it, and several projects are showing promising
signs of moving forward. | believe in our community’s ability to work through
hard things together — with honesty, care, and a shared commitment to
making Independence the best it can be.

In service to our community,

Mayor Kate

Independence Days Questions & Answers

INDEPENDENCE DAYS
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Independence Days (formerly Western Days) is a beloved tradition in our
community—a time to come together, celebrate, and reflect on what makes
Independence special. Over the past three years, the city has taken a lead
role in organizing the event. Now, due to staffing changes and ongoing
financial challenges, we’re exploring new ways for the celebration to
continue with broader community support.

Understandably, this has raised questions about what’s happening, what'’s
changing, and how the community can help. Below, we’ve shared
preliminary answers to some of the most common questions we’ve
received. These responses reflect where things stand today and may evolve
as conversations continue and new possibilities emerge.

Click the button below to read the full Q&A.

Read Full Q&A


https://www.ci.independence.or.us/independence-days-budget-questions-answers/

Touch-a-Truck Event this Weekend
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Touch-A-Truck is kicking off this weekend, and we couldn’t be more excited!
Join us this Saturday, May 10, 2025, from 9 AM - 2 PMat Riverview Park for
a fun-filled day the whole family will enjoy.

Admission is free, but we encourage you to bring a food donation for the
Ella Curran Food Bank, which will be accepting donations and welcoming
guests at the Main Street entrance throughout the event.

Parking is available in downtown Independence, including the public lot on
Osprey Lane, the Independence Public Library, and the Independence
Cinema parking lot.

Come climb, explore, and make memories while giving back to our
community!

Upcoming Mayor Office Hours




Upcoming
MAYOR OFFICE HOURS

May 14 | 8:30 AM- 10 AM
May 21| 8:30 AM -10 AM

May 28 | 8:30 AM -10 AM

Ash Creek Conference Room,
Independence Civic Center

Mayor Kate will hold the rest of her community office hours this month on
May 14, 21, and 28, 2025, from 8:30 AM - 10 AM Join her in the Ash Creek
Conference Room at the Independence Civic Center (555 S Main Street) to
share your thoughts, ideas, and questions. We look forward to seeing you

there!

Independence Police Release Monthly Report

Have you been curious about what our officers have been up to all month?
The Independence Police Department is sharing a sample of the calls for
service each month to inform and educate community members on the work

we do.




In April 2025, officers engaged in 654 activities, including 27 Arrests (Adults
and Juveniles), 13 check welfares, 11 domestic disturbances, 6 hit-and-run
crashes, 9 emotional health calls, 39 Suspicious Activity / Person / Vehicle,

and 7 DUII calls.
Read Full Report Here

Independence’s 2024 Water Report is Released

City of Independence

Provide You High-Quality Water!

The city of Independence, Oregon, has released its 2024 Annual Drinking
Water Quality Report, providing residents with detailed insights into the
safety and quality of their tap water. This report, also known as the
Consumer Confidence Report (CCR), covers water quality data from
January 1 to December 31, 2024, and is available in both English and

Spanish.

Independence Celebrates Arbor Day with Tree Planting



https://www.ci.independence.or.us/independence-police-release-monthly-report-10/
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/pure-simple-independences-2024-water-report-is-in/

On April 28, we celebrated Arbor Day with a tree planting along the bank of
the Willamette River Trail. City staff rolled up their sleeves to plant trees that
will provide shade, improve the trail experience, and support the natural
beauty that surrounds Independence. Mayor Schwarzler stopped by to lend
a hand and support the efforts to keep our riverfront vibrant and welcoming.

The Wall that Heals is Coming to Independence
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THE WALL THAT HEALS

VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL REPLICA & MOBILE EDUCATION CENTER
*

A PROGRAM OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL FUND
FOUNDERS OF THE WALL

Independence Sports Complex
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FOR MORE INFORMATION hitps://www.ciindependence.or.us/the
on how to donate, or to learn

wallthathealszo2s/
about volunteer opportunities . t .

INDEPENDENCE, OREGON

Learn More Here

This Newsletter Brought to you by
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Sregon's Story Begins Here
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