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60-Second Council - June 10, 2025 Meeting

Stay informed on the latest city decisions with the 60-Second Council! In
just one minute, catch the key takeaways from our latest city council and
budget committee meetings and stay connected with the decisions shaping
our community. It’s your quick, easy way to stay informed and engaged as
we work together to create a better, stronger, and kinder city.

For more in-depth coverage, visit:
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/

Want even more updates? Subscribe for email notifications on public
meetings: https://ciindependenceor.civicweb.net/Portal/Subscribe.aspx

https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/City-of-Independence_June-20_2025_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/pd3rLeSOtU0
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/
https://ciindependenceor.civicweb.net/Portal/Subscribe.aspx
https://youtu.be/VeuaO2DAtec
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=b43512c4-803a-4a6f-bc82-be6e64e2f770


Watch Video Here

Independence Days Wristbands, Ducks
Available to Purchase

Independence Days is just
around the corner, and this
year’s celebration is packed
with upbeat live entertainment,
vibrant vendors, and
wholesome family activities.
From the the rubber ducky
derby on the Willamette River,
to the fireworks and live
entertainment and everything in
between—there’s something for
everyone.

Wristbands are required for
park entry and are on sale for
$10 each. Independence and
Monmouth residents can get
them for just $5 from June 2–27
at the Independence Civic
Center (limit 6 per family with
proof of residence).

The annual Duck Derby returns to the Willamette River on July 3 at 4:00 PM
as part of Independence Days Celebration! Watch hundreds of giant rubber
ducks launch from the River Road Bridge and race through the rapids—it’s
a one-of-a-kind Independence tradition. Ducks are $15 each and on sale
now at the Independence Civic Center through June. Prizes go to the top 3
finishers, with the winner taking home 25% of the total pot.

See the full event schedule, activities, and details by clicking the button
below.

Learn More Here

Parks Master Plan Survey Open Until July 11

https://youtu.be/pd3rLeSOtU0
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/independence-days-celebration-2025/


Did you miss our latest Parks Master Plan Open House? No problem! You
can still help shape the future of Independence parks by taking our online
survey!

Your ideas and feedback are an important part of creating a plan that
reflects what our community truly wants in its parks, trails, and open spaces.
The survey is quick, easy, and open to everyone.

Take the survey by clicking the button below.

Take Survey Here

Movies in the Park Return Next Week

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PSMP2025


Roll out the red carpet—Movies in the Park are back! And we’re kicking
things off with a fire pick: Disney & Pixar’s Elemental!

We made a quick plot twist: our original movie ran a little long, so we’ve
updated the lineup to keep the evening fun for all ages. Elemental brings
heart, laughs, and a story the whole family will love.

Friday, June 27, 2025
Movie starts around 9 PM
Independence Riverview Park

We’ll have one concession-style vendor on site with popcorn, shaved ice,
and treats to make your movie night even sweeter.

Lights, blankets, action!

Learn More Here

Summer Reading Begins at the Library

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/rivers-edge-summer-series/


Library Director Patrick Bodily shares how easy it is to sign up for our
Summer Reading program, the fun activities happening at the library this
season, and the great prizes you can earn just by reading.

Watch Video Here

Volunteers Needed for Independence Days

https://youtu.be/VeuaO2DAtec


Picture yourself in this Independence Days shirt—Helping set the stage
(literally), wrangling ducks at the Derby, or being the friendly face at the Info
& Merch Booth — there’s a volunteer spot with your name on it.

Independence Days runs on community spirit, and we’re looking for all kinds
of helpers to make this year’s celebration unforgettable. Whether you're
lending muscle with the Setup/Takedown Crew or jumping in where you're
needed most, we’d love to have you on the team.

Ready to get dialed in? Email gabby@waltonscollective.org to learn more
and find your perfect fit!

Email Gabby

Public Safety Fee to Decrease Starting July 1

mailto:gabby@waltonscollective.org
mailto:gabby@waltonscollective.org


Starting July 1, 2025, the city's public safety fee will decrease from $20 to
$17 per month as part of a planned reduction.

In June 2024, the Independence City Council adopted the city’s budget,
which included this new fee to support long-term community safety and law
enforcement services. This dedicated funding source will generate
approximately $1.06 million annually for the Independence Police
Department, enabling the city to stabilize its public safety budget and
increase staffing levels over time. With this investment, Independence is
prioritizing a safer, more secure community for all residents, ensuring that
our police department is equipped to serve and protect both now and in the
future.

The fee will drop further to $10 per month by July 2026 and will be adjusted
annually based on inflation in the CPI-West Region beginning December
2026.

Youth Coders Honored with Mayoral Proclamation



At our latest city council meeting, Mayor Kate Schwarzler read a
proclamation honoring our local student team for winning 1st Place in the
Technical Merit category of the national Youth Coding League competition.

Competing against 46 outstanding projects, our coders rose to the top and
impressed professional developer judges with their creativity, skill, and
innovation. Each team member earned a $250 check for their
accomplishment.

The Youth Coding League is a nationwide program that introduces middle
school students to computer science through project-based learning and
real-world coding challenges. Our local program is based out of the
Independence Public Library, which has played a key role in supporting and
mentoring these talented students.

Congratulations again to our talented young coders. We’re so proud of you!
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