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June: Shifting Into Celebration

Hello community –
 
As we bring our proposed budget to the City
Council for a vote next week, I want to take a
moment to acknowledge the hard work and
collaboration it’s taken to get us here. This
year’s budget process has not been easy.
I saw firsthand how committed our
staff, budget committee, and community
members were to working through tough
decisions with care, transparency, and
dedication. Thank you to everyone who
participated, asked questions, and stayed
engaged.
 
And just like that, with the turn of the calendar page it feels like summer is
here!  As the school year winds down and the sun makes a more regular
appearance, it’s time to shift our focus to celebrating what makes
Independence such a vibrant place to live.
 
Graduation season is upon us, and I want to send heartfelt congratulations
to all our graduates and their families. Whether you’re finishing high school,
college, or another big milestone—your accomplishments matter, and your
community is proud of you.

https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/City-of-Independence_June-6_2025_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/I804_jCjL8o
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=34be376b-3d1f-4fd2-b319-2933fb9d34ab


 
Summer in Independence means music in the park, movie nights under the
stars, neighborhood festivals, and of course—Independence Days! We
know how to celebrate the 4th of July like no one else and are excited to
offer another great lineup of activities. From the parade and fireworks to
family-friendly activities, it’s a time to come together, reflect on what unites
us, and enjoy the best of small-town summer.
 
So, let’s take a collective breath, soak up some sunshine, and enjoy this
season of connection and celebration. I hope to see you at one of our
many summer events!
 
In service to our community,
Mayor Kate
 

60-Second Council - May 27, 2025 Meeting

Stay informed on the latest city decisions with the 60-Second Council! In
just one minute, catch the key takeaways from our latest city council and
budget committee meetings and stay connected with the decisions shaping
our community. It’s your quick, easy way to stay informed and engaged as
we work together to create a better, stronger, and kinder city.

For more in-depth coverage, visit:
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/

Want even more updates? Subscribe for email notifications on public
meetings: https://ciindependenceor.civicweb.net/Portal/Subscribe.aspx

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/agenda-minutes/
https://ciindependenceor.civicweb.net/Portal/Subscribe.aspx


Watch Video Here

Public Safety Fee to Decrease Starting July 1

Starting July 1, 2025, the city's public safety fee will decrease from $20 to
$17 per month as part of a planned reduction.

In June 2024, the Independence City Council adopted the city’s budget,
which included this new fee to support long-term community safety and law
enforcement services. This dedicated funding source will generate
approximately $1.06 million annually for the Independence Police
Department, enabling the city to stabilize its public safety budget and
increase staffing levels over time. With this investment, Independence is
prioritizing a safer, more secure community for all residents, ensuring that
our police department is equipped to serve and protect both now and in the
future.

The fee will drop further to $10 per month by July 2026 and will be adjusted
annually based on inflation in the CPI-West Region beginning December
2026.

Independence Days Schedule Features
Exciting Attractions

https://youtu.be/I804_jCjL8o


The Independence Days Celebration schedule is now available! Join us
July 3 and 4 for two days of music, food, family fun, and fireworks.

Wristbands are required for park entry and are on sale for $10 each.
Independence and Monmouth residents can get them for just $5 from June
2–27 at the Independence Civic Center (limit 6 per family with proof of
residence).

See the full schedule and details by clicking the button below.



Learn More Here

Parks Master Plan Open House June 12

Serve Your Community on a Board or Commission

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/independence-days-celebration-2025/


Take the conversation out of the group chat — and into the room where
decisions are made. Apply for one of our boards and commissions. We
currently have openings on the following:

Museum Advisory Board
Position 6 (term ends 12/31/2027)

Library Board
Position 3 (term ends 6/30/2029)
Position 7 (term ends 6/30/2027)

Traffic Safety Commission
Position 2 (term ends 12/31/2025)

If you’re passionate about local history, public services, or traffic safety, we
would love to hear from you!

Submit your application by June 30, 2025, to be considered at our July 8
meeting, by clicking the button below.

Learn More Here

Detective Jill Thissell Awarded Officer of the Year

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/boards-commissions-2/


Detective Jill Thissell has been awarded Officer of the Year by the
Independence Police Department!

Detective Jill Thissell began her career with the Independence Police
Department in 2005 as a Records Technician. Since then, she has been a
Reserve Police Officer, Patrol Officer, Detective/School Resource Officer,
and now our lead Detective since 2021.

When selecting our Officer of the Year, we consider factors such as striving
toward accomplishing our mission and living up to our core values of
Integrity, Excellence, Courage, and Compassion. Det. Thissell has done all
these things. In just 2024, investigations in which Det. Thissell played a
significant role resulted in sentences totaling over 60 years of imprisonment
for perpetrators of crimes against children.

“Detective Thissell approaches all of her work—especially cases involving
child victims—with exceptional excellence and compassion", said Chief
Juventino Banuelos. "Because of her, children in our community are safer.
I’m incredibly proud to call her one of our own and our Officer of the Year.”

This is Detective Thissell’s second Officer of the Year Award with her first
being in 2019.

Planning Commission Visits Independence Airpark



As part of a recent tour, the Independence Planning Commission had the
opportunity to hear from leaders within the local aviation community and
explore key areas of the Independence Airpark.
Presentations were given by:

Ron Singh, President of the Independence Airpark Homeowners'
Association
Richard Harrison, President of Experimental Aircraft Association
Chapter 292
Bruce Patton, President of the Independence North Park Annex
Addition Homeowners' Association

The group toured the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) building,
where members shared the work they do with local teens, including hands-
on workshops and a flight simulation room. The tour continued along the
Musketeer Taxiway, where several homeowners opened their hangars to
showcase aircraft and ongoing projects. The evening concluded with a
walk down Stryker Road to view the Marquis building, the Western
Interlock site, and the surrounding area.

It was an informative and engaging evening, offering a closer look at the
unique assets and community partnerships that define this part of
Independence.

Independence Police Release Monthly Report



Have you been curious about what our officers have been up to all month?
The Independence Police Department is sharing a sample of the calls for
service each month to inform and educate community members on the
work we do.

In May 2025, officers engaged in 780 activities, including 35 Arrests (Adults
and Juveniles), 11 check welfares, 4 domestic disturbances, 2 hit-and-run
crashes, 7 emotional health calls, 57 Suspicious Activity / Person / Vehicle,
and 3 DUII calls.

Read Full Report Here

Experience Inspiration Garden During Guided Tour

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/independence-police-release-monthly-report-11/
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