City Council Meeting Summary;
Community Services Department Explained

River City Briefs

August 1, 2025

The city of Independence, Oregon | 555 S Main St, Independence, OR 97351 | 503 838-1212

Para La Version En Espaiol

A Sunday Gathering to Celebrate Community

MAYOR'S PICNIC

SUNDAY, AUGUST 10TH
3:00 - 5:00 PM
RIVERVIEW PARK

JOIN MAYOR KATE AND YOUR NEIGHBORS FOR A RELAXED AFTERNOON IN THE PARK
NO AGENDA, NO SPEECHES, NO SPONSORS - JUST PEOPLE COMING TOGETHER T0
ENJOY A SUMMER PICNIC. ALL AGES ARE WELCOME

A SUNDAY GATHERING TO CELEBRATE COMMUNITY

Join Mayor Kate and your neighbors for a relaxed afternoon at the park. No

agenda, no speeches, no sponsors—just people coming together to enjoy
a summer picnic.

Details:

e Sunday, August 10, 2025



https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/City-of-Independence_August-1_2025_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/WqEacDUYNlE
https://youtu.be/USzRWUPE9Ic
https://youtu.be/xUWzUF8zRRM
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=9bb857f6-e652-47f9-84fe-01782b3e9c56

e 3:00-5:00 PM
o Riverview Park

Bring:

* A picnic blanket or chair
* Food and drinks for yourself (or to share if you'd like!)
* Lawn games, musical instruments, or anything that brings joy

Come meet new friends, catch up with old ones, and enjoy a summer
afternoon in good company. Come as you are. All ages are welcome.

60-Second Council - July 22, 2025 Meeting

City Council Work Session Recap

Here’s a quick recap of our latest Independence City Council work session,
which focused on housing:

-Before the meeting, Council and Planning Commission members toured a
variety of housing types across the city. The tour included single-family
homes, duplexes, fourplexes, and accessory dwelling units, ranging from
historic to newly built.

-During the work session, Council received a presentation on the Infill Code
Audit, a review of the City’s development code intended to support housing
variety, affordability, and production.

-Council also received an overview of a new State program that could
provide future funding for affordable housing efforts.




Watch Video Here

What's Next for the Independence Library and
Museum?

COMMUNITRY
SERVICES
DEPARTMENT
EXPLAINED

Did the library and museum merge? Are artifacts being handed out as
summer reading prizes?

Not quite, but there have been some big changes following the failure of
the city’s operating levy in November. The Independence Public Library
and Heritage Museum are now part of the city’s new Community Services
Department! Museum Director Amy and Library Director Patrick are here to
set the record straight, bust some rumors, and share how working together
means better service for the whole community.

Watch Video Here

Tour Independence's Historic Downtown



https://youtu.be/WqEacDUYNlE
https://youtu.be/USzRWUPE9Ic
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City of Independence
presents s

WALKING
TOURS

AUGUST 14 & 28, 2025
4:30 PM-5:30 PM

Main & C Street
(In front of Brew Coffee and Taphouse)
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Discover the stories behind the buildings, streets, and people who shaped

our community! Join us for a pair of engaging Walking Tours on August 14
& 28, 2025, from 4:30 PM to 5:30 PM.

We'll meet at Main & C Street (in front of Brew Coffee and Taphouse) and
begin an hour-long journey through local history.

Bring your curiosity and comfortable shoes, and we'll provide the rest.

Watch Video Here

Concerts in the Park All Summer Long



https://youtu.be/xUWzUF8zRRM
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TAKEN BY THE SKY (Fleetwood Mac Tribute)
Opener: SureFire (70's & 80's Classic Hits)
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 1, 2025 AT 6:00PM | $5

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT WWW.CILINDEPENDENCE.OR.US/RIVERS-EDGE-SUMMER-SERIES/

Dreams will definitely come true this Friday, August 1, 2025, as the River’s
Edge Summer Concert Series continues with Taken By The Sky, a
Fleetwood Mac tribute that will leave you feeling the magic.

Get ready for a night of timeless hits, harmonies, and good vibes in the
park.

« Opening act starts at 6 PM
- Headliner Taken by the Sky hits the stage at 8 PM
« Entry is just $5 at the gate

Don't stop thinking about this Friday. It's going to be a night to remember!

Learn More Here

Biosolids Removal Project Complete at



https://www.facebook.com/takenbytheskyband?__cft__[0]=AZXF29qhbQ7zzKcDdC7lNbgPzcRJUxzpmdttgN1Ys0EDvJI_cZ0mZnJWZZUmr0-FI3uZ-ca9tmYYUb19bHjH5SyQ-bLV8jOU92ZoahSzUYjN9osnr49-d-ghs1QPnszPbIq5FERU58k8ARyhhgu_CLWK3ncyXZC3w6Ga7UOq7icJoosVFLOaYURaemuiwFHbaSs&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/rivers-edge-summer-series/

Wastewater Plant

Have you noticed a fresher scent in the air lately?

That’s because our biosolids removal project is officially complete. Over the
past several weeks, crews have been hard at work dredging and
dewatering the lagoons at the Wastewater Treatment Plant as part of our
ongoing commitment to responsible and effective water management.

But what is biosolids removal?

Biosolids are the nutrient-rich organic materials that settle at the bottom of
wastewater lagoons. Over time, they build up and need to be removed to
keep the treatment system running efficiently and to reduce odor. The
process involves dredging (vacuuming out the settled solids) and
dewatering (separating the water from the solids) before hauling away the
remaining material.

Over 2,500 dry tons of biosolids were safely removed and properly
disposed of. That’s roughly the weight of 600 Toyota Corollas!

This major infrastructure milestone helps protect air quality, improve
system performance, and support long-term environmental health in
Independence. We’re pretty sure your nose agrees!

Free Water-Saving Kits Now Available




As part of our state-mandated Water Management and Conservation Plan,
the city's public works department is offering free water conservation kits
for residents wanting to participate in water conservation efforts. The kits
include:

« 1 Trigger Nozzle
« 1 Plastic Shut-Off Coupling for Garden Hoses
« 1 Smart Soil Moisture Meter

These kits are limited in supply and available on a first-come, first-serve
basis. Don't wait: Call 503-837-1181 and get yours today before they dry

up.

For more information on the Water Management and Conservation Plan,
water conservation tips, and resources, visit:
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/water/

Independence Public Library Calendar



https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ci.independence.or.us%2Fwater%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExTW5EUEk4RWJzNWE5NnRIUAEewxGqeoM24IxXin6NPQkpfbtZ0gMFaPNvns1H-F9IVyd_798kNFjxBVNjUFI_aem_KBJR_An-UYyoyVmMeJaS3Q&h=AT1Il-D6whPqRDaSBeIMkFa8wrW4PpBLlSNef1o5g2yZH_UhoIifkp466QV17a3x2kEjHW5y6b8La2tC1LbfhlPLxQZSLDpmemAt3-WcgBXtu7QlUZYSrAvfln51ko_wE8DP4XQ0w7yKMxDp&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT0skKm_zxQMrXa-bUdW3VVkWHEiEe5cLF9r-9DN3YieRjiB9DlNrdq0gKhMUKbVL03FFXEWoeZCL-0g5QQY94Am_fiDUf13OKzYCaeR3cwtonLen5bwk7ZXLFoJyHeaNrq31NWJ6I_1fcCQnLMUIf7w1buzX4ck4owJ36TNtWRmugIxUVgbJu2ouXiK8SFUlgpZcHf7G0M08RgRlLwi6FNPVQ
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Last Day of Summer Reading is Aug. 15th bou
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri ! 3at

***The last day to turn in Teen & Adult |~
your Summer Reading logs SJ:I;;‘:’I:?
is August 15th! 3pm
& 9

LeafArt@ The ~_ MNCH
Power Play

Inspiration ¢ h e Planet
Garden 3 pm 3pm
7]

***A new session of
Storytime begins
Sept. 3rd.

Kid's Summer & eading
Reading Carnival Teen Pizza
3ipm Party 3 pm
17 18 19 20 No I 2
Mystery :
Book Club st:rztlme
: 4 e oday
24 00 27 No 28 29
A Storytime
today

Independence Public Library
175 Monmouth Street
Independence, OR 97361
503-838-1811

www clindependence.or us/library
‘Open Hours: Monday—Friday 11-6 pm

Connect with First Responders at National Night Out



One Night. Two Towns. One Block Party.
Celebrating the Monmouth & Independence Community

Tuesday August 5, 2025
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Faith Lutheran Church

200 Monmouth-Independence Hwy
Monmouth, OR. 97361

Bring the whole family for a relaxed backyard BBQ with your local First Responders
—featuring food, drinks, and lawn games in true block party style.

Volunteer for the Wall that Heals
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THE WALL THAT HEALS

VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL REPLICA & MOBILE EDUCATION CENTER
*

A PROGRAM OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL FUND
FOUNDERS OF THE WALL

' Coming to Independence September 18 - 21

Learn How to Get Involved!
Join Us at the Next

Saturday August 16 10AM- 1PM

e Stop in anytime between 10 AM & 1 PM Can’t make it to

¢ Learn about volunteer roles the Volunteer Fair?
No problem! You
can still sign up
281 S 2nd St, Discover the In Memory Program anytime on

Independence Enjoy coffee and cookies! SignUpGenius.

Sign up for shifts that fit your schedule

For more information about The Wall That Heals:
www.ci.independence.or.us/thewallthatheals2025
Learn More Here
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https://www.ci.independence.or.us/thewallthatheals2025/
https://www.facebook.com/IndependenceOregon
https://www.instagram.com/cityofindependence/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD4aH2UdElJKGir8AfTW-MQ
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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