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A Season of Gratitude in Independence

As we step into the holiday season, I
want to take a moment to reflect on
what makes Independence such a
special place to call home. This time of
year always reminds me how grateful I
am for the trust you place in me as your
mayor and for the warmth, resilience,
and generosity that define our
community.

From neighborhood gatherings to city
events, I see kindness in action every
day: people helping neighbors,
supporting local businesses,
volunteering their time, and showing up
for one another in ways big and small.
I’m deeply thankful for our city staff,
community partners, and the many
volunteers who keep our city running
strong during this busy time of year.
Most of all, I’m thankful for you, the residents of Independence, who make
this work meaningful and who continuously inspire me with your spirit of
connection and care.

As we move further into the season, I hope you’ll join me in celebrating one
of our brightest traditions, the Glow Holiday Light Display kickoff event
on Sunday, November 30 at 5:30 p.m. in Riverview Park. I look forward to
being there with you as we welcome the joy and togetherness that the
holidays bring.

https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/City-of-Independence_November-21_2025_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/YxpFYuwoS_Y
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=9cb7a2f4-dc72-4c19-a9a0-57edfa65e551


I also want to remind everyone that my weekly office hours continue
every Wednesday from 8:30 to 10 a.m. at the Civic Center. These open
hours are one of my favorite parts of the week because they are an
opportunity to connect, listen, and hear what matters most to you. If you’d
like to drop by, please do. Your ideas and perspectives help shape the work
we do.

As we gather with family, friends, and neighbors, may this season bring you
comfort, gratitude, and moments of peace. Thank you for your trust, your
partnership, and your ongoing commitment to making Independence a
welcoming and vibrant place for all.

In service to our community,
Mayor Kate

Discover the Stories Behind Our Historic Homes

We’re excited to launch Historic Homes Roadshow, a new video series that
brings Independence’s past to life through the homes that have shaped it.
Join Community Planner Fred Evander and Museum Director Amy
Christensen as they visit with residents who live in some of the most storied
homes within our historic district.

Our first episode features the Henry Mott House, located at 88 S 4th Street
—a beautifully preserved example of early Independence architecture.
You’ll learn about the home’s origins, discover interesting facts tied to the
Mott family, and get an inside look at era-specific architecture that continues
to shape the character of our community.

Intro music graciously provided by The Lucky Pluckers.

Watch Video Here

https://luckypluckers.bandcamp.com/
https://youtu.be/YxpFYuwoS_Y


Holiday Light Display Returns to Riverview Park

The only thing brighter than our holiday lights are the smiles of the people
enjoying them!

Join us for the Glow Holiday Light Display kickoff event on Sunday,
November 30, 2025, at 5:30 PM in Riverview Park for an evening filled with
carols, cheer, and all the festive magic of the season.

Our dazzling displays will shine every night through January 11, 2026, and
the best part is it’s completely free to walk through. Stroll through vibrant
tunnels of lights, snap a few glowing photos, and soak in the spirit of the
holidays.

Don’t miss this magical community tradition that’s sure to make your season
shine.

Learn More Here

Serve Your Community on a Board or Commission

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/glow-lights/


Want to help shape the future of Independence?

Now’s a great time to get involved. Several of our boards and commissions
have openings, and we’re looking for community members who are ready to
share their ideas, perspectives, and passion.

We currently have at least one open position on the following: Budget
Committee, Museum Advisory Board, Historic Preservation Commission,
Library Board, Parks Board, Planning Commission and Traffic Safety
Commission.

Whether you're interested in preserving local history, planning for our city’s
future, supporting our library, or helping keep our streets safe, there’s a
place for you to make an impact.

Apply today and take an active role in your community:

Apply Here

A Message from the Heritage Museum Advisory Board

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/boards-commissions-2/


You may have noticed the For Sale sign now posted on the Heritage
Museum building. We know this raises questions about what it means for the
museum’s future.

The Heritage Museum remains a department of the city of Independence,
and the collection remains fully intact. The history and stories we preserve
are not leaving Independence.

To help plan for the museum’s next chapter, an Advocacy Committee has
been established. This group will work to explore and recommend solutions
to ensure the museum continues as a physical, accessible community
space for years to come.

For now, the museum remains open at 281 S. 2nd Street, Wednesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Visitors are encouraged to stop by,
see our current exhibits, and enjoy the museum while we are still in this
location. Once the building sells, we will transition to a popup and online
exhibit format, and focus on programs and education while a permanent
location is secured.

As the museum prepares to celebrate its 50th anniversary next year, we are
reminded how much the museum has always relied on, and been
strengthened by, community support. Together, we can make sure that
Independence’s heritage continues to be shared, celebrated, and preserved
for generations to come.

Upcoming Public Hearings



The city of Independence encourages residents to stay informed and take
part in upcoming public hearings that help guide local impacts:

November 25, 2025 - Consideration of Revised Standards for Mobile
Vendors and Food Trucks - City Council - 6:30 pm

December 9, 2025 - Annexation and Redesignation/Rezone of 12.4 Portion
of 6675 Corvallis Road, and Neighboring Southern Pacific Railroad Right-of-
Way - City Council - 6:30 pm

January 13, 2025 - Consideration of Changes to Standards for Single Room
Occupancies and Other Requirements to address recent State Legislation -
City Council - 6:30 pm

Learn More Here

Upcoming Museum Event

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/ongoing-development-projects/


Leaf Pickup Program Off to a Strong Start



During the first week of our annual Leaf Pickup Program, Public Works
crews collected an impressive 374 cubic yards of leaves. That includes 16.5
dump truck loads of compacted, wet leaves in 13-yard trucks and 20 street
sweeper loads that are 8 yards each.

As crews continue their rounds, we’re encouraging residents to use their
yard debris bins for as many leaves as possible before moving the
remainder into the street. This helps prevent leaves from blowing away or
washing into storm drains, which can cause clogs and localized flooding
during fall rains.

To help crews work efficiently and keep stormwater flowing, leave a one-foot
strip between the curb and your leaf pile so rainwater can reach the storm
drains. If you park on the street, leave at least a five-foot gap between your
vehicle and the start of the pile so sweepers can safely collect the leaves.

Thank you for helping keep Independence’s streets and storm systems clear
this season.
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