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January: A New Year

Hello Community,

| hope everyone had a wonderful end to
the year and a chance over the holidays to
enjoy time with family and friends. The
start of a new year always brings a sense
of reflection, and this January marks one
full year since | began serving as your
mayor.

| honestly can’t believe how fast 2025 flew

by, a sentiment | seem to repeat every

year. This is exactly why | want to make

sure | take this opportunity to pause and

say thank you. This past year has been

one of listening, learning, growth, and

better understanding our community. And

while we’'ve faced our share of challenges,

I've been encouraged by the number of productive and respectful
conversations I've had along the way. So, thank you, for taking the time to
email, stop by, say hello in the grocery store at or events — these moments
mean a lot to me and | greatly appreciate them.

Your questions, ideas, and concerns help shape better decisions and
strengthen our community and I’'m looking forward to our next Town
Hall on Thursday, January 29, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. This event will be at the
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Parallel 45, in their event space located at 240 Monmouth Street (kids are
welcome). This is another opportunity to come together, hear updates, and
join the conversation about our city.

Thank you for your engagement and your care for this community; I'm
grateful to serve Independence and look forward to the year ahead.

In service to our community,
Mayor Kate

60-Second Council - January 13, 2026 Meeting

City Council and Urban Renewal Agency Recap

On Tuesday evening, the Independence City Council held interviews for
Planning Commission applicants before moving into a full Council agenda:

« The meeting opened with a continued public hearing on mobile
vending standards. After public testimony, Council closed the hearing
and gave the proposed ordinance its first reading. The ordinance will
return for a second reading on February 10, 2026.

The council provided input to the Mayor on first-quarter board
appointments, after which the Mayor made her selections.
Congratulations to those appointed, and thank you to everyone who
applied!

« The council approved several items, including:
« Anon-exclusive franchise agreement with WANRack LLC to
support a dedicated system for Central School District.



https://youtu.be/DMLH1CDZZxU
https://youtu.be/DMLH1CDZZxU

« Acceptance of a low-interest loan to replace a higher-interest
loan for water treatment plant design.

« Appointment of the Finance Director as Budget Officer for the

2026-2027 fiscal year and adoption of the budget calendar.

« The council also had a robust discussion regarding the reduction of
System Development Charge (SDC) fees and ultimately approved

lower rates following the receipt of several large grants and the

removal of certain projects.

« After the Council meeting, the Urban Renewal Agency appointed the
Finance Director as Budget Officer and adopted its budget calendar.

For more details, visit the city of Independence website.

Watch Video Here

Mayor Kate to Host Town Hall on January 29

TOWN

A
Community
Conversation

Join Mayor Kate Schwarzler for a Town Hall featuring a Year in Review and
a look at What's Ahead for Independence.

This informal, welcoming event is an opportunity to hear highlights from the
past year, learn about upcoming priorities, and share your thoughts on the
future of our community. Residents are encouraged to ask questions, offer
feedback, and be part of the conversation.

Thursday, January 29, 2026
6:00-7:00 PM
Parallel 45 Brewing


https://youtu.be/DMLH1CDZZxU

240 Monmouth St, Independence, OR 97351

Historic Homes Roadshow: Episode 3 -
Mattison House

In our latest Historic Homes Roadshow video, Community Planner Fred
Evander and Museum Director Amy Christensen visit the Mattison House
at 615 Monmouth Street, a beautiful Italianate-style home with roots
stretching back to the late 1800s.

This episode explores the land’s early history, from Donation Land Claims
to its role in the development of Independence, and follows the Parker and
Mattison families, who owned the property for nearly 100 years. Learn
about Charles Mattison, a successful hop farmer, city councilor, and
business owner, and how his family remained deeply connected to the
community, including ties to Independence High School.

Watch Video Here

River Road & Main Street Now a 4-Way Stop
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TRAFFIC
NOTICE

The intersection of Main Street and River Road has been converted to a 4-
way stop with new signage and thermoplastic stop bars to improve safety
and traffic flow. “New Traffic Pattern Ahead” signs will remain in place for
the next 90 days to help drivers adjust to the change.

This update is intended to improve visibility, and create a safer, more
predictable intersection for motorists, pedestrians, and cyclists. Please
slow down, watch for the new stop signs, and proceed with caution as
everyone gets used to the new traffic pattern.

Independence Police Release Monthly Report




Have you been curious about what our officers have been up to all month?
The Independence Police Department is sharing a sample of the calls for
service each month to inform and educate community members on the

work we do.

In December 2025, officers engaged in 701 activities, including 22 Arrests
(Adults and Juveniles), 19 check welfares, 14 domestic disturbances, 3 hit-
and-run crashes, 14 emotional health calls, and 64 Suspicious Activity /
Person / Vehicle calls..

Read Full Report Here

Free Income Tax Preparation Services
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Free Income Tax Preparation Services!
Both programs operate on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from February 6 through April 11.

By appointment only. Learn more at www.MITaxResources.org

AARP Tax-Aide Program WOU VITA Program

Offers free tax preparation services to low-to- Offers free tax preparation services to:
moderate income taxpayers of all ages, but with + People who generally make $67,000 or less
a focus on those who are 60 years of age and « Persons with disabilities; and

older. You don’t need to be an AARP member to
take advantage of the Tax-Aide program.

+ Limited English-speaking taxpayers

Many of our tax preparers are fluent in Spanish.

Appointment requests will be accepted on or
after January 15'. Visit our website or text/call
971-915-0316 to make your appointment.

Appointment requests will be accepted on or
after January 15, Visit our website or text/call
503-751-4132 to make your appointment.

Learn More Here
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