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60-Second Council - May 12, 2026 Meeting

On Tuesday, May 12, the city council addressed several economic
development, infrastructure, and community items:

-The council approved a proposed Memorandum of Understanding
between the city and Central School District regarding Enterprise Zone
agreements and approved a five-year Enterprise Zone for Oregon Mining
and Fabrication. The company is expected to bring at least eight new jobs
to Independence with wages at or above 150% of the county average.

https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/City-of-Independence_May-22_2026_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/aZC6mNR0Jgg
https://youtu.be/aZC6mNR0Jgg


-The council awarded the wastewater treatment plant and 9th Street pump
station project to HP Civil, Inc. This infrastructure project is supported by a
$5.8 million federal grant and $2 million in state funding secured with
assistance from Representative Paul Evans.

-The council held a public hearing and unanimously approved an ordinance
related to single-room occupancy housing, as required under state law.

-The council approved a budget adjustment that included an additional
$20,000 for outside legal counsel services and recognized a generous
$10,000 private donation to the Independence Police Department’s drone
program.

-The council also shared several community announcements, including
upcoming openings on the Library Board, available spots in the Youth
Entrepreneurship Camp, and Indy Days ticket information through Friends
of Community Parks.

For more information on these topics, visit the city of Independence
website.

Watch Video Here

Community Services and Parks Fee Explained

The FY 2026-27 city budget includes a proposed Community Services and
Parks Fee, based on the recommendation of a committee composed
entirely of community members to evaluate the long-term sustainability of
the Community Services (library and museum) and Parks
departments. The proposed fees of $11.50 for Community Services
and $8.15 for Parks will be reviewed by the Budget Committee for

https://youtu.be/aZC6mNR0Jgg


consideration in FY 2026–27. The combined fees, if adopted, will total
$19.65. However, due to a scheduled reduction of the public safety fee
from $17/month to $10/month, the net increase of fees is $12.65.

The past year of operating under reduced staffing and service levels has
demonstrated that current General Fund resources are not sufficient to
sustain existing service levels in these departments over time. Without
additional revenue, further reductions to services would be necessary. The
proposed fee represents a community-informed approach to maintaining
these valued services while balancing financial constraints.

The city will continue to monitor financial conditions and operational
impacts, making adjustments as needed to maintain service delivery and
support long-term fiscal stability. If adopted, this fee would appear as a new
dedicated line item and would be used exclusively to fund those services.

Read More Here

Concerts and Movies in the Park Return

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/community-services-and-parks-fee-faq/


Summer nights are back at the Riverview Park Amphitheater.

The River’s Edge Summer Series returns June 26 through August 28 with
live music, movies in the park, vendor, tribute bands, and evenings by the
river you won’t want to miss. From ABBA and AC/DC to Stevie Nicks and
Taylor Swift tributes, this year’s lineup is packed with something for
everyone.

We’re also bringing back Movie in the Park nights with Wild Robot on June
26 and Hoppers on August 28, both free to attend.



Concert nights kick off with openers at 6:00 p.m., followed by headlining
acts at 8:00 p.m. Admission is $10 at the gate, or save a little time and
money by purchasing $8 pre-sale tickets online before each event. Online
ticketing also makes it easy to plan ahead and pick your night in advance.

Grab your lawn chairs, bring your friends, and join us for another
unforgettable summer at Riverview Park.

Tickets and full event details at the link below.

Learn More Here

Historic Homes Roadshow: Episode 8

In this episode of Historic Homes Roadshow, explore the fascinating story
of 729 C Street — a home built in 1880 that was physically moved across
town in the 1920s to its current location beside Pioneer Park.

The episode uncovers the families connected to the home, including
Oregon Trail pioneers, local business leaders, and longtime community
members whose stories helped shape Independence. Viewers will also
learn how additions over time transformed the house while preserving its
historic character.

Watch Video Here

Independence Water Quality Report Now Available

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/rivers-edge-summer-series/
https://youtu.be/-LiYDUbEGlI
https://youtu.be/-LiYDUbEGlI
https://youtu.be/-LiYDUbEGlI


The city's 2025 Water Quality Report is here, and we’re proud to share that
Independence drinking water continues to meet or exceed all federal and
state standards.

Our public works department works around the clock to provide safe,
dependable, high-quality water to our community. Throughout the year, the
city tests for dozens of contaminants, and all detected levels remained at
or below safe standards.

Thank you for helping us protect and preserve our water resources for the
future. You can read the full report by clicking the button below.

Read Full Report Here

Join us for Walking Tours

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/WQR-Independence-OR-Web-CM2025.pdf


Stroll through downtown Independence and uncover the stories, history,
and hidden details that make our community unique.

Join us for a series of guided Walking Tours of our historic district on:

• May 20
• June 3
• June 24
4:30 PM
Main & C Street (In front of Brew Coffee and Taphouse)

Whether you’re a longtime resident or new to town, these tours are a great
way to see Independence from a new perspective. Comfortable shoes
encouraged.

Spring has Sprung in Downtown Independence



Spring has officially sprung in downtown Independence! Earlier this week,
our Public Works crew hung the vibrant flower baskets that brighten streets
and sidewalks throughout downtown.

These beautiful baskets are made possible through the generous support
of the Independence Downtown Association and its Walk of Hearts
fundraiser, which helps support beautification efforts in the heart of our
community.

The colorful blooms help create the welcoming, vibrant downtown
atmosphere that residents and visitors enjoy all season long.

Get Ready for Independence Days

https://www.facebook.com/IndependenceDowntownAssociation?__cft__[0]=AZYbeqovZmSzXD6fM5urk37287UHJYSepCYe9Gv34gn0ujaWQA3Y6yNpT8PVQLP5KxekyIbg3SQGhrJ9HGbas8PdyvnbdHLhPvmy6TTnDPpajR1-Nk8lhs67111yAU8rJfNTNIQhrqFvaiijQt99GUSYesWLdZ6OK9KxtMHvHd154wwkILM-lozqsGPD2RZTyHA&__tn__=-]K-R


Learn More Here
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