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Budget Committee Recap

On Wednesday, May 6, 2026, the Independence Budget Committee, made
up of seven community members and seven council members, continued
discussions on the proposed city budget:

- The committee received staff responses to questions raised by
committee members on topics including alternative revenue options
beyond fees, the impacts of closing buildings or departments,



https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/CityofIndependence_May8_2026_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/YpIYEagWSpw
https://youtu.be/YpIYEagWSpw

protections to ensure fees are used only for their intended purposes,
library and parks usage trends, and long-term financial planning
beyond this budget cycle.

Following those responses, the committee held a thorough discussion
on the proposed budget and related financial strategies.

Community members once again provided both written and in-person
testimony. Thank you to everyone who took the time to participate and
share feedback. Public input continues to play an important role in the
committee’s discussions.

The Budget Committee approved the budget with amendments, and it will
now move forward to the city council for consideration at the June 9, 2026,
meeting.

Public comment is always welcome in person, by email or postal mail, or
remotely by phone or Zoom.

Watch Video Here

Community Services and Parks Fee Explained

PROPOSED COMMUNITY
SERVICES & PARKS FEE

The FY 2026-27 city budget includes a proposed Community Services and
Parks Fee, based on the recommendation of a committee composed
entirely of community members to evaluate the long-term sustainability of
the Community Services (library and museum) and Parks

departments. The proposed fees of $11.50 for Community Services
and $8.15 for Parks will be reviewed by the Budget Committee for
consideration in FY 2026-27. The combined fees, if adopted, will total



https://youtu.be/YpIYEagWSpw

$19.65. However, due to a scheduled reduction of the public safety fee
from $17/month to $10/month, the net increase of fees is $12.65.

The past year of operating under reduced staffing and service levels has
demonstrated that current General Fund resources are not sufficient to
sustain existing service levels in these departments over time. Without
additional revenue, further reductions to services would be necessary. The
proposed fee represents a community-informed approach to maintaining
these valued services while balancing financial constraints.

The city will continue to monitor financial conditions and operational
Impacts, making adjustments as needed to maintain service delivery and

support long-term fiscal stability. If adopted, this fee would appear as a new
dedicated line item and would be used exclusively to fund those services.

Read More Here

Touch-a-Truck Event Returns
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Rev up your engines, Touch-a-Truck is rolling back into Riverview Park on
Saturday, May 9, 2026, from 9 AM-2 PM for a day packed with family fun
and excitement. Get up close and personal with all your favorite vehicles,
from construction behemoths to emergency service transports. As part of
the festivities, a helicopter will land in Riverview Park—stay tuned for the
timing! We'll be offering a quiet hour sensory (no horns or sirens) from 1-2
PM for anyone with sensory sensitivities. The The Monmouth



https://www.ci.independence.or.us/community-services-and-parks-fee-faq/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61571112004792&__cft__[0]=AZZTNUriclgBKMMpAX5-5cY-asMEgnT2C7_OuFZImHwSkADcPjvT-6mKmjwfuQ62Jmp7CWZoqw_suFDJ83tqZe4C33QqAxcDSPw7RNqfa2VP7yCU-mysjpgmwH8jLCSYwiNWdYdbYJJByP25szfQWT8y&__tn__=-]K-R

Independence Family YMCA is also returning with their free Mother’s Day
card making station!

Admission is FREE, but we encourage you to bring food donations for the
Ella Curran Food Bank.

Thank you to our partners at SEDCOR for making this event possible.

Learn More Here

Historic Homes Roadshow: Episode 7 - 111 S 3rd
Street

In this episode of Historic Homes Roadshow, we explore the rich history of
111 South 3rd Street, a home built in 1888 that has witnessed generations
of change in Independence.

From influential local families and longtime community members to a 1912
remodel that gave the house its bungalow-inspired look, this home reflects

how history is shaped little by little over time.

The episode also highlights one of the property’s most remarkable
features: a tree believed to have been planted in 1858 by Martha Hill,
making it one of the oldest living links to Independence’s earliest days.

Watch Video Here
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Independence Police Monthly Report

Have you been curious about what our officers have been up to all month?
The Independence Police Department is sharing a sample of the calls for
service each month to inform and educate community members on the
work we do.

In April 2026, officers engaged in 910 activities. These included 23 arrests
(adults and juveniles), 8 welfare checks, 15 domestic disturbances, 3 hit-
and-run crashes, 17 emotional health calls, and 65 suspicious
activity/person/vehicle calls. The activities listed above represent just a
portion of the calls to which officers respond. Other incidents may include
resident contact calls, tows, attempts to locate, assistance to other
agencies, crashes, and other service requests.

Read Full Report Here

Upcoming Walking Tours



https://www.ci.independence.or.us/independence-police-release-monthly-report-22/

T IRALY
f
(s

¢

iin 00

City of Independence
presents

WALKING
TOURS

MAY 20, JUNE 3 & JUNE 24
4:30 PM

Main & C Street
(In front of Brew Coffee and
Taphouse)
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Stroll through downtown Independence and uncover the stories, history,
and hidden details that make our community unique.

Join us for a series of guided Walking Tours of our historic district on:

* May 20
e June 3
e June 24
4:30 PM

Main & C Street (In front of Brew Coffee and Taphouse)

Whether you're a longtime resident or new to town, these tours are a great
way to see Independence from a new perspective. Comfortable shoes
encouraged.

Expanding Inclusive Recreation Along the
Willamette River




Last week, we welcomed Travel Oregon for a site visit focused on the
future of paddle access at Riverview Park and along the Willamette River.
Earlier this year, the city was selected as one of the awardees of Travel
Oregon’s Recreation Ready grant for the Riverview Park Willamette River
Access Project. This investment supports efforts to expand safe and
accessible river recreation so more people, including residents and visitors
of all abilities, can experience the Willamette River.

As part of the 2026 Recreation Ready program cycle, Independence will

receive training and technical assistance to help bring these improvements
to life.

Yesterday'’s visit focused on how the project can better support community
needs, especially improving access to the river and creating more inclusive
opportunities for people to enjoy the outdoors.

We’'re grateful to Travel Oregon for their partnership and investment in
making outdoor recreation more accessible and welcoming for everyone in
Independence.

Get Ready for Independence Days




GET READY FOR

Independence Days

Sign-up for the Duck
Derby and the
Talent Show!

Independence &
Monmouth resident
tickets are $5 each
when purchased i \ Learn about
between 4 . : tmig volunteer
May 2-June 20 By E : i opportunities!
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Children 6 and under are always
free of charge!
Tickets purchased on June 21* or T e r%lw_ns o
later are $10 each. : COMMUNITY PARKS
Separate tickets are required for
entry on July 3" and 4™.

Visit our booth to buy tickets and register for the Duck Derby & Talent Show:
INDEPENDENCE RIVERVIEW SATURDAY MARKET - MAY 2 / MAY 30 / JUNE 20
ORIGINAL INDEPENDENCE FARMER'S MARKET — MAY 9 / JUNE 13
THE CULTURAL HARVEST FARMERS MARKET (MONMOUTH) — MAY 17/ JUNE 7

Learn more at www.friendsofcommunityparks.org

Learn More Here

Independence Bridge Repair Open House



https://www.friendsofcommunityparks.org/independence-days-2026

OPEN HOUSE

INDEPENDENCE BRIDGE
I MAY 12 | 4-6PM
SRy INDEPENDENCE CIVIC CENTER

Independence Bridge Project Open House
Tuesday, May 12, 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Independence Civic Center - 555 Main St

Family friendly with light refreshments

The facility is accessible to people with disabilities

Marion County, in coordination with Polk County and the city of
Independence, is working to keep people, vehicles, and trucks flowing
across the Willamette River.

This project will strengthen and rehabilitate the Independence Bridge over
the Willamette River to eliminate weight restrictions, repair safety features,
extend its lifespan, and lower future maintenance costs. Work includes
reinforcing girders and beams, fixing bridge rails, removing rust, applying
protective coating, replacing deck joints, and replacing bearings.

For additional information and project updates, please click the button
below.




Learn More Here
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