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Answering Questions from Around the Community

WE'VE HEARD

We're launching a new video series called We've Heard, where Mayor
Kate Schwarzler and City Manager Kenna West discuss questions and
topics we've been hearing around the community.

In our first episode, we talk about the proposal to hire in-house legal
counsel, including how we reached that decision and what it could mean
for services and costs. We also clear up a rumor we've heard recently: yes,
the Fourth of July celebration is happening, thanks to the Friends of
Community Parks, the Rotary Club, and community volunteers.



https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/City-of-Independence_June-19_2026_ESP.pdf
https://youtu.be/zwP5ZZSJhFE
https://youtu.be/zwP5ZZSJhFE

What should we discuss next? Send your questions, comments, or topics
you'd like us to cover to mayor@ci.independence.or.us.

Watch Video Here

Filing Period Now Open for Mayor and
City Council Candidates

. YOUR SEAT
— AT THE TABLE

Shape the future of Independence by serving on the City Council or as
Mayor.

The city of Independence is accepting candidate filings for the November
3, 2026 General Election. The filing period opened June 3 and closes at
5:00 p.m. on August 25, 2026.

Mayor and City Council positions are non-partisan, elected at large,
volunteer, non-paid roles. Terms begin January 1, 2027. Candidates must
be registered voters in Independence and have lived within the city limits
for at least 12 consecutive months prior to the election.

Candidate packets are available at the Independence Civic Center and
online by clicking the button below.

Learn More Here

Free Movie in the Park Next Friday



https://youtu.be/zwP5ZZSJhFE
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/elections-voter-services/

Movie in the Park

OBOT

Free Movie

9:00 PM
Riverview Park

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT WWW.CLINDEPENDENCE.OR.US/RIVERS-EDGE-SUMMER-SERIES/

Ready to boot up your summer movie nights?

Join us for our first FREE Movie in the Park of the season as we screen
The Wild Robot on Friday, June 26, at Riverview Park.

Bring your blankets, lawn chairs, family, and friends for a fun evening under
the stars. The movie begins at 9:00 PM, so come early, find a spot, and
enjoy a night in the park with your community.

« Friday, June 26
« 9:00 PM

e Riverview Park
e Free Admission

For more information, visit click the button below.

Learn More Here



https://www.ci.independence.or.us/rivers-edge-summer-series/

Students Showcase Community Design Projects

Earlier this week, city staff and Mayor Schwarzler had the opportunity to
visit Ash Creek Elementary's 5th Grade Open House and see the
communities students designed and built from the ground up.

Their creative city plans included everything needed to support a thriving
community, from water treatment plants, libraries, museums, and
restaurants to an impressive number of Target stores.

It was a pleasure to meet some of the future leaders, planners, engineers,
and builders who will help shape our community for years to come.

Construction Advances on Corvallis Road Waterline
Project
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Work continues on the Corvallis Road Waterline Project as crews make
steady progress on this important infrastructure investment. Over the past
few weeks, contractors have surveyed the existing waterline, sawcut the

trench route, completed utility locating and potholing activities, and begun
installing the new waterline.

This project will replace undersized waterlines and extend service south to
the city’s future Water Treatment Plant, helping improve long-term water
reliability for Independence.

Thank you for your patience as this work continues. We know construction
can be inconvenient, but these improvements are an important step toward
strengthening our community’s water system for years to come.

Walking Tours Bring Community Together




What can a neighborhood tell us about the decades that shaped it?

Join us on Wednesday, June 24, 2026, for our next Historic Walking Tour
as we explore Independence's post-World War Il homes and trace the
community's growth into the modern era. Along the way, you'll discover
how changing architectural styles, family needs, and community
development helped shape the neighborhoods we know today.

Whether you've lived here for decades or just moved to town, this is a
chance to meet the people who share your neighborhood and learn the
stories behind the homes you pass every day.

The tour will meet at 4:30 PM at the corner of Main Street and C Street, in
front of Brew Coffee & Taphouse. The tour is free to attend.

We hope to see you there!

Infill Housing City Council Hearing




At the meeting of July 14, 2026, the Independence City Council will hold a
public hearing on a draft set of revisions to the Independence Development
Code that would promote infill development in existing neighborhoods in a
manner that respects the character of the neighborhoods. The public
hearing will be held at the Independence Civic Center and start shortly
after 6:30 pm.

What is the Problem?

The City of Independence is projected to need around 2,000 new homes
over the next 20 years. In early 2025, the city completed a Housing
Production Strategy that outlined ways to help achieve this growth. Among
the goals included strategies to:

1. Allow a wider range of middle housing types in the Low Density
Residential (RS) and Medium Density Residential (RM) Zones.

2. Allow cottage cluster housing.

3. Allow for small lot detached homes in the Medium Density Residential
(RM) and High Density Residential (RH) Zones.

4. Improve standards and review processes for small infill housing projects.

What is Proposed?

This project would help achieve these goals through a series of changes to
the Independence Development Code. The amendments would:

1. Expand the allowed housing types permitted in residential zones.

2. Slightly reduce the minimum lot size required.

3. Tweak the residential design standards to ensure the standards
adequately address the additional types of uses that may be constructed.

Learn More Here



https://www.ci.independence.or.us/ongoing-development-projects/

2C1C June Edition

June, 2026, Volume 15, Issue 2
CULTURAL HARVEST

zg‘ ﬂ { e
7 MARKET

Gity of Independence
nerme Ella Curran

WALKING Food Bank
TOURS Donation Day

is June 13
MAY 20, JUNE 38 JUNE 24

430 FM 2P

mscet oM s Congratulations
Classes of 2026

et - =

»j,i 33 E - — o
. “SUMMER CAMP

the gi u,- - i Yo
Olympics
PCL's Summer Solstice

_ INDEPENDENCE g 77 [ Benefit Auction

JUNE 18TH, 2026 y

Dry Town Tap Station
by the Main St Park

Sign Up for Summer Reading at the Library



https://files.constantcontact.com/ab806331901/03b720cf-ed97-43e8-8a6a-68f46a85cd4e.pdf
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Plant a seed. Read. Grow.

Summer Reading 2026 runs through August 13 at the Independence Public
Library! Sign up at the library and join a summer full of reading, prizes,
performers, crafts, story times, and special events for all ages.

From Riverview Park to Inspiration Garden and beyond, there will be
something happening every week. Earn rewards for reading, enter raffle
drawings, and discover something new all summer long.

We can't wait to seed what grows this summer.

Learn More Here
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https://youtu.be/g5XHsMN7tiY
https://youtu.be/g5XHsMN7tiY
https://youtu.be/g5XHsMN7tiY
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/
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