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Remembering City Councilor Marilyn Morton

We are deeply saddened to learn of the
sudden passing of City Councilor Marilyn
Morton.

Marilyn served on the city council for nearly
25 years, including as council president, and
cared deeply for the community she
represented. In addition to her service on the
city council, she served on several
community boards, was involved with local
fundraising groups, created the annual
Ghost Walk event, produced the monthly
2C1C publication, and shared a love of local
history.

“Marilyn was a friend and colleague who loved our community,” said Mayor
Kate Schwarzler. “She brought a deep knowledge of Independence history,
and I will miss her kindness, generosity, and perspective. Our community is
stronger because of her selfless commitment to the city.”

We extend our deepest condolences to Marilyn’s family, friends, and
everyone in our community who is grieving her loss. Her love and
dedication to Independence and the people within it will not be forgotten.

https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+independence+oregon&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS989US989&oq=cit&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j35i39j0i433i512j46i199i291i433i512j69i60l2j69i61.936j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/City-of-Independence_July-31_2026_ESP.pdf


60-Second Council - July 28, 2026 Meeting

At Tuesday’s work session, the council reviewed the City’s Draft
Operational Closure Checklist, which outlines what would be required if the
referendum petition receives enough certified signatures to qualify for the
November ballot.

-The council heard that closing public services involves significant legal,
financial, contractual, public safety, and operational requirements, beyond
simply closing buildings.

-The checklist outlines steps for securing parks and facilities, protecting
museum collections, and following Oregon’s required process for
abolishing a public library.

-Because state law requires a formal process to close a library, parks and
the museum would begin closure activities first so available funds could
continue supporting library operations during that process.

-The council also reviewed the financial work conducted over the past
several years, including reviews by city staff, an independent financial
consultant, and two additional independent financial professionals brought
in through a HUD grant. Their findings helped inform the Budget
Committee and council’s discussions about the city’s structural deficit and
possible alternatives.

For more information, visit the city of Independence website.

Watch Video Here

https://youtu.be/hEGfACvTg18
https://youtu.be/hEGfACvTg18
https://youtu.be/hEGfACvTg18


Community Services & Parks Fee Information

The FY 2026-27 budget addresses a long-standing structural imbalance
between ongoing General Fund revenues and the cost of providing city
services. Over the three fiscal years preceding adoption of the FY 2026-27
budget, the city reduced expenditures in an effort to close this budget gap
by eliminating or leaving vacant 11 positions and reducing service levels in
multiple departments.

On June 9, 2026, the city council adopted the FY 2026-27 budget, which
incorporates revenue from the Community Services and Parks Fee to fund
library, museum, and parks services. On June 23, 2026, the council
adopted the ordinance establishing the fee. The adopted budget relies on
this revenue to fund the ongoing operation of library, museum, and parks
services at the budgeted service levels.

Read more facts by clicking the button below.

Read More Facts Here

Historic Home Roadshow - Fratzke House

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/community-services-parks-fee/


It’s been a minute, but the Historic Home Roadshow is back!

In this episode, we visit 160 South 3rd Street, a home with a fascinating
history and connections to some of Independence’s most interesting
residents, including a well-known local physician and a colorful local
character.

The home itself is also unique, featuring distinctive 1930s architecture,
glass block windows, and even an air raid shelter in the basement.

Watch the latest episode to learn more about this fascinating
Independence home.

Watch Video Here

Concerts in the Park Every Friday

https://youtu.be/KiUJM4RR7jI
https://youtu.be/KiUJM4RR7jI
https://youtu.be/KiUJM4RR7jI


This Friday, Shoot to Thrill - An ACDC Tribute is bringing the high-
voltage sound of AC/DC to the River’s Edge Summer Series! The premier
AC/DC tribute band is ready to let there be rock and deliver a night of
classic rock anthems.

Kicking off the night is The Archives, bringing the biggest ’80s one-hit
wonders to the stage. So come on, come on, come on and get ready to
shake it all night long!

Friday, July 31
Gates open: 5:00 p.m.
Opening band: 6:00 p.m.
Headliner: 8:00 p.m.

Tickets: $10

Bring your lawn chairs, enjoy local food vendors, and spend a summer
evening along the beautiful Willamette River.

Get your pre-sale tickets and learn more by clicking the button below.

https://www.facebook.com/ShootToThrillAnAcdcTribute?__cft__[0]=AZa9NW1s5P_FKesVsZdbnA19QbIhJ9ec2uuc43RRiOkRbajEka1CeIpci_alYu9zbQO968VXsHJQ88VEa7m1vdw6dzFg_N-EtMaQah_AwvkQwR9Ruj_lOgWM8hU1cQVQnt8s9pXJGfwVUBrkZhbhH6zmczvONV-iDaOI7b7Z47GFjLkpWihYeR9XFgTvzJj7aWI&__tn__=-]K-R


Learn More Here

Public Notice: Abolishing the City of Independence
Library

PCIO26-327 PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE ABOLISHING THE CITY OF
INDEPENDENCE LIBRARY NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of
Independence will hold two public hearings pursuant to ORS 357.621 to
hear comments regarding the proposed closure of the City of
Independence Library.

The hearings will be held at the Independence City Hall, located at 555 S
Main St., Independence, OR 97351, at 6:30 p.m., on the 11th day of
August 2026 and at 6:30 p.m., on the 10th day of November 2026.
07/01/26, 07/08/26.

*This notice originally published in the July 1, 2026 edition of the Polk
County Itemizer-Observer.

Free Water Conservation Kits Still Available

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/rivers-edge-summer-series/


As part of our state-mandated Water Management and Conservation Plan,
the city's public works department is offering free water conservation kits
for residents wanting to participate in water conservation efforts. The kits
include:

1 Trigger Nozzle
1 Plastic Shut-Off Coupling for Garden Hoses
1 Rain Gauge
1 Smart Soil Moisture Meter

These kits are limited in supply and available on a first-come, first-serve
basis. Don't wait: Call 503-837-1181 and get yours today before they dry
up.

﻿For more information on the Water Management and Conservation Plan,
water conservation tips, and resources, visit:
https://www.ci.independence.or.us/water/

Engage with Our Local First Responders

https://www.ci.independence.or.us/water/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRHZTeWxIcTVuTjBleHFKc3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6zH_wk6C_0_zB6xbDFE3YCxSBPCi2HhEyJq85jkZquH-xedLOFTkg8ev62Kw_aem_OtK0lHBaGwXzFUCqnmTFXw


Community Foundation Grants Now Open
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