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Two Parks Reopen Through Community Support

Riverview Park and Independence Landing reopened to the public on
August 27, 2026, and remain open through December 31, 2026, following
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a $30,000 grant from Friends of Community Parks to support park
operations.

This support was not anticipated as part of the city’s park closure. We are
grateful that Friends of Community Parks stepped forward to help preserve
access to Riverview Park during this difficult financial period.

At the same time, it is important to be clear that this support does not
resolve the city’s broader financial situation. The other park closures
remain in place because the city does not have sufficient funding to
operate the parks system.

We are thankful for this community support and for the opportunity to keep
Riverview Park open through the end of 2026 while we continue to face the
larger challenge of finding sustainable funding for our parks.

Additional information and answers to frequently asked questions are here:
https:/lwww.ci.independence.or.us/closure-faql/

Watch Video Here

Community Services & Parks Closure Information

This week, the city of Independence began service and facility closures
following changes to the funding available for Parks, Library and Museum
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services.

The city’s adopted FY 2026—27 budget included revenue from a
Community Services & Parks Fee to support the continued operation of
these services. A referendum petition regarding the ordinance establishing
the fee has qualified for the November election. While the referendum
process is underway, the city cannot collect the fee.

Because the adopted budget relies on this fee revenue and the city does
not have sufficient reserves to bridge the resulting funding gap until the
election, temporary closures and service reductions became necessary.

Service reductions include:

« All city parks, besides Riverview Park, Independence Landing,
Inspiration Garden are closed to the public.
« The Independence Heritage Museum is closed.

The city is continuing to evaluate available funding and operational options.
The temporary closures are expected to remain in place while the funding
situation is addressed and through the November election process.

The page below is intended to provide factual information about current
closures, affected services, and what residents can expect in the coming
months. It is provided for informational purposes only and is not intended to
advocate for or against any ballot measure.

Learn More Here

60-Second Council - August 25, 2026 Meeting
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City Council Work Session Recap

At Tuesday'’s council work session, the council discussed grants, urban
renewal, and the city’s ongoing financial challenges:

-The council received an update on grants awarded to the city and how
outside funding is supporting community projects and services.

-The council took a deeper look at how the Urban Renewal Agency works,
including its role in managing urban renewal properties and funds.

-The council received an update on the city’s structural General Fund
deficit, a longstanding financial challenge that developed over decades.
Staff also reviewed steps taken over the past four years to address the
issue, including staffing and service reductions, improved financial
practices, personnel allocations, and efforts to increase economic
development.

-The council reviewed the financial impact of maintaining Library
operations through November 10, as required by Oregon law. To preserve
funding for the Library during that process, the city has reduced costs in
other areas, including the closure of the Museum and city parks.

-Since Tuesday’s meeting, Friends of Community Parks has graciously
awarded the city a $30,000 grant, allowing Riverview Park and
Independence Landing to reopen through December 31, 2026.

For more information on these topics, visit the city of Independence

website
Watch Video Here

Traffic Notice: Main Street Paving September 1
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A contractor will perform paving work on Main Street on Tuesday,
September 1, 2026, as part of a private project.

Crews are expected to begin around 6:30 a.m. and finish in the early
afternoon. During the work, traffic will be reduced to one lane in the
affected area.

Drivers are encouraged to plan for minor delays, use caution when
traveling through the work zone, and follow posted traffic control measures.

The work is expected to be completed that afternoon. The city appreciates
the community’s patience while this work is completed.

Receive Public Meeting Notifications




Want to stay up to date on city meetings?

Our Public Meetings Portal makes it easy to find meeting information and
receive automatic email notifications. If you haven’t subscribed yet, it only
takes a few minutes:

Step 1: Visit our Public Meetings Portal:
https:/lindependenceor.portal.civicclerk.com/

Step 2: Click Sign In in the top right. New users can select Sign up.

Step 3: Once signed in, click Subscriptions.

Step 4: Choose the meeting types you want to follow, such as City Council
or Boards & Commissions.

Step 5: Verify your email if prompted.

That's it. Meeting updates will be sent straight to your inbox, and you can
change your preferences anytime under Subscriptions.

Sign Up Here

Community Foundation Grants Now Open
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